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From Executive Director Don Smith
Hello everyone, 
I hope you are planning to join us at the West Virginia Press Association’s 

Convention 2018 on Aug. 9-11 at The Embassy Suites in Charleston, W.Va.
Charleston offers many unique opportunities for attendees and access 

to West Virginia’s government, business, advertising and thought 
leaders. From Thursday night’s visit to the Clay Center for the President’s 
Reception, through Friday’s family activities in Charleston, to Saturday’s 
panel discussion and awards presentation, the convention schedule is 
outstanding.

The theme this year — Innovate — focuses on the need of every 
newspaper to continually develop new programs and approaches for 
journalism and advertising — as well as the delivery of those products 
— to meet the demands of our readers and customers and face the 
challenges from our competition.

To ensure your access to the latest ideas and approaches, WVPA is 
partnering with West Virginia University’s Academic Media Day experts 
and researchers on the convention presentations. Our list of topics, 
presenters and guests is impressive, giving attendees insight on what to 
expect in the coming year.

“You don’t have to know everything.  
You just have to know where to find it.”

Albert Einstein
Throughout the convention, attendees will also have access to hands-

on presentations of the latest technology, software and social media 
developments.

Our editorial and advertising award ceremonies recognize outstanding 
work from our newspapers. We will also take time to recognize new 
guests and the many industry leaders we have lost in the last year.

West Virginia’s state capital and largest city is remarkably family friendly. 
During the weekend, take your family to the Clay Center, attend Live on 
the Levee, shop at Charleston Town Center, or visit any of a variety of 
restaurants and attractions in the Capital City.

West Virginia’s newspaper industry and the WVPA have always been a 
family business. Our spouse pricing and the suites at the Embassy make 
bringing the family to convention affordable. This year’s schedule allows 
time for socializing, networking and fun for everyone.

Recognizing the need to innovate, the WVPA will provide WV Press 
Insight coverage of convention. Additionally, we are offering 

online coverage and live-streaming of seminars, with a 
mobile app and social media coverage. See what your 

newspaper —regardless of how small — can achieve 
with video and online news coverage.

“If you don’t make things happen then things will 
happen to you.”

Anonymous
Make your registrations for convention 
today. Please reserve your rooms with 

Embassy Suites as soon as possible — and 
remember to request the West Virginia Press 
Association room rate.

Hope to see you in Charleston on  
Aug. 9-11.

Don


