
CONNECT

On Twitter
News: @MoorefieldEx
Sports: @HardyCoSports

On Facebook
Moorefield Examiner

www.MoorefieldExaminer.com WEATHER Source: National Weather Service

USPS 362-300

VOLUME 124 - NUMBER 17

Established 1845

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

and Hardy County News

TWO SECTIONS • 20 PAGES 94¢

By Jean A. Flanagan
Moorefield Examiner

Goods and services purchased 
within the town limits of Moore-
field will cost more beginning July 
1, 2016. The Moorefield Town 
Council passed an ordinance to 
charge a 1/2 percent municipal 
sales tax. The council met on Tues-
day, April 21.

Greg Greenwalt, local business 
owner and vice president of the 
Hardy County Chamber of Com-
merce, spoke against the tax at the 
public hearing held prior to the 
council meeting. “This may be a 

deterrent for businesses to operate 
in the city limits,” he said.

When asked how the additional 
money would be used, Councilman 
Chip Combs said the town was fac-
ing the need to construct a $26 mil-
lion water plant.

“This tax could go toward the 
debt service of the water plant,” he 
said. “This may stave off water rate 
increases.”

Councilman Doug Mongold ex-
plained that the West Virginia Pub-
lic Service Commission sets the 
town’s water rates, but does not 
take into consideration the cost of 
constructing a new water plant. 

In addition, Mongold said, the 
town has lost millions of dollars 
over the past several years in tax 
revenue. 

Town Clerk Rick Freeman said 
government agencies are purchas-
ing property in town and taking the 
property off the tax roles.

“You are asking the citizens of 
the town to subsidize a single user 
that uses the bulk of the water,” 
Greenwalt said. “You are asking 
our citizens to pay for that busi-
ness.”

Pilgrim’s Pride, which employs 
more than 1,000 people at the 
Moorefield Plant, uses 85 percent 

of the water generated by the town. 
The Hardy County Public Service 
District purchases about 12 per-
cent of the water and the town of 
Moorefield uses about 3 percent. 
“We produce as much water as 
a town the size of Winchester,” 
Combs said.

Freeman said there are seven 
cities in West Virginia who charge 
municipal sales tax, as well as Win-
chester and Harrisonburg, Va. 

Charleston and Wheeling both 
charge 1/2 percent, while Harris-
ville, Huntington, Quinwood, Ru-
pert and Williamstown charge 1 

Moorefield Passes 
Municipal Sales Tax

On Wednesday, April 15, 
at approximately 9:15 p.m., 
Moorefield Police Officer Ste-
phen Riggleman, while on duty, 
began assisting local Emergen-
cy Medical Services, fire, and 
the Hardy County Sheriff’s De-
partment in efforts to locate a 
Moorefield man who had left 

his residence on his ATV and 
had not returned.  

At approximately 9:50 p.m., 
as Riggleman searched a 
marshy area just off Corridor 
H with his flashlight, he caught 
a glimpse of something. He 
exited his vehicle and began 

MPD Officer 
Rescues Injured 
ATV Rider

I don’t know what was more 
overwhelming, the fire or the 
outpouring of support from 

the community.
—Loretta Humbertson

Fire Victims 
Overwhelmed by 
Kindness of the 
Community
By Jean A. Flanagan
Moorefield Examiner

Sometime after 4 a.m. on Thursday, April 2, Loretta Humbert-
son heard a strange sound. “I started to wake my husband, Doug, 
but he evidently heard it too,” she said. 

The Humbertsons lived in a big, old house in Lost City. They 
were in the process of building a two-story addition onto the exist-
ing home. 

“We went in two different directions,” Loretta said. “I went 
downstairs. He went from the bedroom into the new part. When 
he opened the door, he yelled, ‘There’s fire up here’”

Doug came down the stairs and went outside to get the hose. He 
quickly realized, the fire was too big. “He told me we’re not going 
to be able to put it out and we have to get out,” Loretta said.

The Humbertsons have four children, an adult son who is dis-
abled, and three younger children, ages 9, 8 and 5 years old. Lo-
retta got her oldest son out and by this time the house was filling 
with smoke. “The smoke started pouring into the old part when he 
opened the upstairs door,” she said.

Loretta’s daughter was coming down the steps and Loretta told 
her to get her brothers up. “I got this, Mom,” she said and turned 
to wake her brothers.

Loretta dialed 911 and gathered the kids in the car.
“I wanted to get them away from the house, but I didn’t have 

Commission 
Appoints Two 
To Ambulance 
Authority
By Jean A. Flanagan
Moorefield Examiner

“I would really rather you appoint someone else.”
Greg Greenwalt told the Hardy County Commis-

sion three times he didn’t want to be reappointed to 
the Hardy County Emergency Ambulance Authority. 
In spite of his protestations, Greenwalt and Hardy 
County Office of Emergency Management Director 
Paul Lewis were appointed to the HCEAA for an un-
determined term. “Just until we get this straightened 
out,” Commissioner J. Michael Teets said. 

The Hardy County Commission met on Tuesday, 
April 21 to lay the levy and conduct other business. 
An item concerning the appointment of HCEAA 
board members was on the agenda.

“(Treasurer) Tim Ramsey is the only officer left 
and he doesn’t want the responsibility,” Greenwalt 
said. “And we really do need a secretary, but I really 
wish you would appoint someone else.”

Greenwalt has served on the HCEAA for the past 
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Wardensville Celebrates 
Past, Present and Future
By Jean A. Flanagan
Moorefield Examiner

Wardensville Day 2015 was the perfect 
mesh between the past, the present and 
the future as the town celebrated the un-
veiling of the Walking Tour of Historic 
Wardensville, the Eastern West Virginia 
Community and Technical College New-
Biz Launchpad Grand Opening and an 
introduction to green technology and a 
3-D printer demonstration. 

While the weather was more fall-like, 
the atmosphere was festive and inspir-
ing. A short program at the Wardensville 
Community Center included the posting 
of the colors by VFW Capon Post 2102 
Honor Guard.

Rev. Cecil Haycock of Thorne Bottom 
talked about some local history. 

“People say the building next door 
(the Wardensville Conference and Visi-
tors Center) was the first school, but 
that’s not true,” he said. “The first school 
was the old train station. It was a two-
story building and the bag room was the 
gymnasium.”

Haycock said the Wardensville-Win-
chester Railroad was nicknamed the 
“weak and weary.” The narrow gauge 
railroad hauled chestnut and oak tim-
ber and bark for the tanneries in the sur-
rounding area. 

Using information from Kenna H. 
McKeever’s book “The History of War-
densville West Virginia,” Haycock said 
the federal government started buying 
timber land in 1914, which later became 
the George Washington National Forest.

“In 1916, the Lost River Lumber 
Company started construction of the 
railroad and by 1934, the rails were torn 
up and the railroad was closed,” he said.

From his memory, Haycock said Sat-
urday night was a big event. “We came to 
town, looking for girls,” he laughed.

“Chris See would put speakers up out-
side the hotel and we could listen to the 
Grand Ole Opry.”

Haycock told stories about the black-
smith shop that later became the jail and 
of the competition between the Luther-
an and Methodist church bells.
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Rev. Cecil Haycock presented a short history of Wardensville, some of 
it from his memory and some from Kenna McKeever’s book.
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