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School proposes to start classes Aug. 12

William Bibble, Mathias
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DISPUTE ESCALATES TO MURDER
Neighbor quickly arrested in shooting death
JIM KING Review Staff

SLANESVILLE — A father of 3
was gunned down by an irate neighbor in the road between their properties Saturday night, police say.
Christopher A. Voit, 43, was found
dead in the roadway on Whippoorwill Song Lane, just off Little Cacapon Mountain Road, by law enforcement officers responding to a
911 call around 8:30 Saturday night.

He had suffered a gunshot wound
to his chest.
Within an hour, the man who
lived across the lane from him, Raymond M. Atkins, 63, was arrested at
his home without incident.
Atkins told police the 2 men had
an ongoing dispute since November.
Hampshire County Chief Deputy
Nathan Sions said the dispute centered on a dog of Voit’s that was

killed.
“It was never really let lie and has
just been escalating,” Sions said. As
to details of the dispute, “We’re still
putting all that together,” he said.
Saturday night, Voit was returning home with his son and Atkins
was parked along the road, apparently waiting for Voit with a highpowered rifle at his side, Sions said.

VOIT
PROPERTY

ATKINS
PROPERTY

Christopher Voit

Obituary

See MURDER page 5A n
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The Christopher Voit and Raymond Atkins’
properties on Little Cacapon Mountain.

Raymond
Atkins: charged
with 1st-degree
murder.

Recycling
advocates
search for
best plan
SYDNEY MAURER
Review Correspondent

JOHN WALL Review Staff

Shaylyn Bohrer helps auctioneer Jim See identify bidders for the ham she sold Saturday at the FFA auction.

FFA auction eats records for breakfast
JOHN WALL Review Staff

JOHN WALL Review Staff

The grand champion and reserve grand champion entries in each of the 3
categories

Capon Valley Market,
Frye’s Flat Liberty and Romney Liberty

Financial aid
comes through
for WVSDB
JIM KING Review Staff

CHARLESTON — Two bills
that will benefit the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the
Blind made their way through
the Legislature last week, but not
without some scares.
One, to send $1.5 million in
surplus funds, was stripped out
in committee, only to be resurrected on the Senate floor.
That bill and the other, to allow
WVSDB access to School Building Authority funds, didn’t find
passage until the last 13 hours

INSIDE
Meet the big
sellers and buyers

AUGUSTA — It was all smiles for the blue and
gold of Hampshire’s future farmers but the color of
the day turned out to be green, and we’re not talking
about green eggs.
The annual ham, bacon and egg sale scrambled last
year’s record sale of $60,201, upping it by $22,899
with a new sizzling record of $83,100.
The performers of the auction were the prime bacons with an average price of $43.75, which is up
$11.31 per pound from last year.
The sale of the day belonged to Luke Corbin and
his 22.5-pound, choice ham. Bidding of Corbin’s ham
quickly reached $27 by bidders throughout the Augusta fire hall and was narrowed to two bidders for
the remainder of the climb to $40.00. By the time the
last paddle was raised, Corbin’s highliner ham belonged to Virginia Riggers for a total price of $900.
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its failures, too
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Website
relaunching
HampshireReview.com is
undergoing an upgrade
today. While the move to
a new site host should be
seamless, visitors should
be prepared for an occasional glitch during the
transition. ❏

G E T I N V O LV E D
Let the County Commission know what
kind of recycling you
want in Hampshire
County before a plan is
finalized by early May.
The commission will
hold an informal public
meeting on recycling at
7 p.m. Monday in the
Courthouse.
“It’s an open discussion,” County Clerk
Eric Strite said.
ed a great deal in the discussion. Two County Commissioners, Bob Hott and Steve
Slonaker, also participated in
the discussion.
A key issue raised was

See PLAN page 5A n

‘The right
thing to do’

Living, Page 1B

See AUCTION page 5A n

complete schedule

ALSO IN THE
LEGISLATURE

CAPON BRIDGE — Almost 30 people crowded into
the Capon Bridge Public Library conference room Saturday to brainstorm how a recycling plan might work in
Hampshire County.
Members of the Hampshire
Recycling Cooperative presented 4 plans. The County
Commission has until early
May to adopt a plan and 180
days after that to implement
it. The deadlines were set by
last November’s approval by
voters of an initiative mandating recycling here.
The ensuing discussion
identified a number of issues
that need to be resolved, many
of them identified by Region
8 Solid Waste Authority Director Jeff Slack, who attended the meeting and contribut-

Chloe puts her crown to work
ED DEWITT Review Staff

SPRINGFIELD — Chloe
Hibbs is doing outstanding
things as Miss Hampshire County Fair’s Outstanding Teen.
The Springfield resident and
Hampshire High School freshman recently donated more than
30 blankets she collected for
Wrapped With Love, an organization that supports children with
scoliosis.
Scoliosis is a medical condition that Hibbs is pretty familiar with, being that she successfully underwent surgery in 2013
to correct her own bout with the
disease.
After taking a year away from
the activities that she loves,
Hibbs is back competing in
dance, cheerleading, gymnastics
and track and field.
She’s a key cog on the Trojan track team after setting several school records at Romney
Middle School last year as an 8th
grader.
In addition to her broad range

Submitted by VICKI HIBBS

Some blankets Chloe Hibbs
collected for Wrapped With
Love, which supports children
with scoliosis
of activities at HHS, Hibbs also
is working hard at her responsibilities as Miss Hampshire County Fair’s Outstanding Teen.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Hibbs said.

“The best part has been meeting
all the people I’ve met along the
way.”
She has made an impact on
many lives with her blanket
drive, and has received thank
you notes from the children who
have received the blankets she’s
donated.
Why blankets?
“It’s a level of comfort for the
kids,” Hibbs’ mom Vicki said.
“It’s something warm they can
snuggle up with to feel better.”
Hibbs has also been busy fundraising for her next step on the
pageant circuit, a trip to Morgantown in June for the 2015 Miss
West Virginia Scholarship Pageant.
Though she isn’t sure if she
will keep with the pageant lifestyle after her term ends at the
fair in August, Hibbs has enjoyed
all of the doors her crown has
opened for her.
“It’s been great and I’ve been
able to help a lot of people,” she
said. ❏
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Trojans find 14 K’s in FunKe
Cierra finds
success against
Frankfort
JOHN WALL Review Staff

John
Wall

JOHN’S WALL

Eggs, baskets,
bunnies —
and victory
This Sunday is Easter Sunday. It’s a holiday that fills the
churches with regular church
members and special events
churchgoers. The special significance of Easter Sunday even
changes the attire of everyone
in attendance.
T-shirts and jeans are replaced by khakis and dresses.
The men shed their ball caps
and tennis shoes for ties and
dress boots, while the girls lose
their ponytails for curls and
spring hats.
Those in the pew are familiar with the message of Easter
Sunday but the atmosphere in
church seems a little more reverent that day.
Meet-and-greet lines are a
nice add-on to say “hi” to the
holiday worshipers and Easter
Sunday could not be celebrated
without the breaking of bread
and a drink from the cup, representing the broken body and
blood of Jesus.
As with most families, Easter dinner after church was, and
still is a big part of Easter Sunday. Ham and potato salad accompanied by the deviled eggs
were the dishes that have stayed
consistent over the years, but
the location has changed from
Grandma’s house and all my
cousins to Mom’s house and all
the nieces and nephews.
The Easter egg was the highlight of the day. Now, my Easter egg hunt consisted of the
original hard-boiled egg that
was painstakingly decorated the
night before with brushes and
stickers. Not the hollow plastic
eggs stuffed with chocolate that
I hid for my kids.
Hunting for Easter eggs at
Grandma’s house was very
competitive. Dozens of hand
painted eggs were up for
grabs as 15 cousins of all ages
searched for the treasure. But
there was a mystery. Why did
the 2 oldest never do a lot of
searching, but ended up with
most of the eggs.
It all became clear one year.
See JOHN page 3C n
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McKenzie Hose slides home for a run.

Funke and McKenzie Hose gave
the Trojans a 1-run lead in the top
of the 6th inning. The bottom of
the 6th inning brought up the meat
of the Tornado hitting, and the 2
runs they needed to beat the Trojans 9-8.
Having success with hitting and
pitching, the Hampshire outfield
struggled with delivering the ball
to the infield according to Hedrick.

s

With the first week of play completed on the small diamond, the
Trojan softball players are down,
but beginning to find their stride.
Hampshire lost a doubleheader last Wednesday against Keyser
by a single run in each game, 5-4
and 9-8.
The first game belonged to
Hampshire for 7 innings, but they
could not hold on to a 4-2 lead. In
the bottom of the 7th, Keyser managed to score 3 runs that they needed to take the lead and the win.
Trojan pitcher Cierra Funke had
10 strikeouts and only 6 hits going
into the 7th inning but could not
contain the Tornado hitting in the
bottom of the 7th, allowing 5 singles and 3 RBI’s, putting an end to
the game.
Hampshire pitcher Makayla Gibson gave Funke a break in
game 2 but after 5 hits and 3 walks
by the 3rd inning, coach Emily
Hedrick decided to bring back the
powerhouse pitching of Funke to
stop the bleeding.
Hitting by Brittney Kesner,
Courtney Moreland, Leah Hill,

Cierra does the Funke Pitchin’.

“The girls hit the ball well but
had trouble knowing where to
throw the ball,” said coach Hedrick. “We need to work on getting
the ball in from the outfield and
communicating to our teammates
where they need to throw the ball.”
The bats and the confidence
came alive in Friday’s performance against Frankfort as the
Trojans delivered the performance

JOHN WALL Review Staff

coach Hedrick was looking for.
The Trojans defeated the Falcons
9-1 in a rout that displayed the talent of the Hampshire squad.
“They hit the ball well, they
were aggressive, and they were
smart base runners,” said a pleased
Hedrick. “All-in-all, they were excited to play.”
Base hits from almost everyone
See FUNKE page 3C n

Baseball rolls Runners frozen,
to big victories but not out, at
Lone loss comes vs. Musselman

Jim Taylor Relays

JOHN WALL Review Staff

JOHN WALL Review Staff

SUNRISE SUMMIT — The
Hampshire baseball team has completed its first full week of play and
has impressive victories over Buckhannon 18-2 and Spring Mills 16-1.
With a record of 3-1 in its young season, the Trojans have suffered 1 loss
at the sticks of Musselman, 3-7.
Coach Chad VanMeter entered the
season with confidence in the team’s
pitching and overall defense but had
early concerns of whether this young
team was going to be able to get the
hits needed to win baseball games.
Fortunately, the Trojan’s hitting
has come around early instead of later. Leading the hitting for the Trojans
is Tyler Kesner with a .667 average
in games and RBI’s. Third baseman
David Delawder’s .417 average has
brought in 5 runs, 1 double and 1 triple.
Leadoff batter Tyler Ault, Parker
Grace and John Alongi are all sporting averages above .333. The team
batting average is an impressive .321
with 46 runs and 33 RBI’s
“Our pitching is good, just as we
expected,” said VanMeter, “but our
hitting has been tremendous. We really thought that hitting would be our
weakest but all the boys are hitting
great and along with some smart base
running, they are all crossing home
plate.”
The Trojans have been strong in
the field, only giving up 16 runs in
4 games, but with 8 total fielding errors, there is room for the Trojans to

SHENANDOAH JUNCTION
— The Hampshire relay runners were
on the oval track for the 1st time this
year at the Jim Taylor Relays at Jefferson last Saturday.
The weekend was not ideal for running with temperatures below freezing
and wind chills causing the event official to waive all uniform rules before
the meet began.
“This weekend did not really help
us solidify the future of our relays because of the cold weather,” said Coach
Megan Fuller. “The cold affected our
time and some of our times and field
events fell short or expectations.”
The girls were down several key
runners for their first meet. A conflict
with the science fair and a pair of girls
short on practices due to snow days left
coach Fuller to place runners in races
that they do not normally practice.
In spite of the cold weather and being down runners, the girls had some
good results, turning in some 2nd- and
3rd-place finishes.
The Trojans received a 2nd-place
finish in the shuttle hurdle, ran by
Brooke Harwood, Chloe Hibbs, Hailey
McAllister and Holly Kaiser.
A 2nd-place finish was earned in the
4x1600 relay under the effort of Lilly
Buckley, Elisabeth Davis, Ashleigh
Martin and anchor Kelsey Mowery.
Mowery ran down runners in the final
lap.
Anchor Tessa Mulledy ran down 2
runners to help give Mimi Terziyska,
Kaiser and Martin a 3rd-place finish in

JOHN WALL REVIEW STAFF

John Judy pitches for a win.
keep some of the runners off the bases.
“If we continue to pitch and hit as
well as we have, we have a chance
to win a lot of baseball games,” said
VanMeter. “We have to throw strikes,
catch and make the routine plays.” o

BOYS

Running cold, Throwing well

Page 2C

“

I’m excited to see what
our legs do on a more
agreeable day.

”

— Coach Megan Fuller
the 4x400 relay.
The Trojan girls struggled in the
sprint relays with trouble coming in the
hand-offs.
“We lost time on almost every handoff of the day,” Fuller said.
Sierra Powell set a personal best in
the shot put with a toss of over 30 feet.
Hailey McAllister ended up tying for
best mark in the high jump at 4 feet, 8
inches.
“We had a respectable day considering poor weather and athletes that were
not able to make the meet,” said Fuller.
“I’m excited to see what our legs do on
a more agreeable day and with a full
squad.
“This Thursday and Saturday we
will have nearly every athlete available, and this will give us a better
gauge of how our times stack up
against the area runners.”
The girls will be running at Keyser this Thursday and will be at the
Dwight Scott Invitational this Saturday
in Boonsboro, Md. o

1st week full of ‘love’ for young tennis team
JOHN WALL Review Staff

Opening week for the Hampshire tennis players ended with lots
of “love,” as it remains scoreless
going into the second week. Both
Washington and Jefferson defeated
HHS 7-0
The Trojans’ season opener
against Washington was an eyeopener for the young tennis players as they got their first look at the
competition they will be facing all
season.
“It was only the 1st match of
the season, but the kids received
a bit of a reality check for the season as to what the competition will
look like,” said coach Katrina Tiedeman. “Washington had a strong

young team last year, and it was
no surprise to see the same strong
players back again.  ”
First seed Abbie Nester and Levi
Severence are Hampshire’s leaders.
Both Nester and Severence were
both outmatched by Washington,
8-1 and 8-0.
“Our season opener was bound
to be one of our toughest matches. I am looking forward to playing
this team again,” said Tiedeman. “I
don’t know that we will beat them
the next time we meet, however I
think this team will be a good way
to measure our progress.”
The match against Washington
did not leave the Hampshire tennis
player disheartened as they came

out inspired and motivated to do
their best against Jefferson.
“The experience of the Jefferson
team proved too much for our players,” Tiedeman said. “The Jefferson boys have a loaded team and
a couple strong freshman girls that
were too much for us.”
Trojans Mark Veach and Michael McQuaid combined to provide a stiff challenge in doubles,
while Severence and McQuaid provided a spirited performances in
singles.
The girls’ duo of Nester and Samantha Fletcher were the standouts
for the team in doubles. In singles
competition Tara Hott, Fletcher
See LOVE page 2C n

ED DEWITT Review Staff

Katlyn Brantner volleys against Jefferson.
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My buddy the
veteran
It’s been 5 years, almost to the
day my son went off to join the
Navy. He was just 18 by 23 days,
and like all his Hampshire classmates, he had choices to make
about his future.
He was done with school he
told me and he was not interested
in working a job that had no real
possible advancement. So he decided that joining the armed forces would be his path.
After many conversations and
a trip to New York to see about
attending the Merchant Marine
Academy, he settled on the Navy.
He passed everything with flying colors and an excellent score
on the ASVAB left him qualified
for almost every job the Navy
had to offer.
Unlike my father who signed
up and climbed on the bus to go
to boot camp, Philip, his mother
and I signed and waited over 6
months for his ship date.
I sat in with him when he
picked his Military Occupational Specialty or MOS in military jargon, which is just another
way to say job in military language. There were dozens of jobs
for him to choose from, most of
which needed his recruiter Greg,
as translator, but then there it
was.
It was a good one according
to Greg and just so happens, it
would unintentionally carry on
a family tradition. He was going
to become a Seabee just like his
grandfather and uncle.
It was interesting to Philip because his grandfather helped to
build the runways for the Marines as they hopped from island to island toward Japan in the
South Pacific, often under fire
from whatever remnants of fighting force was left on the island.
As Philip turned 18 and the
months of waiting turned to
weeks and then days, the realizaSee JOHN page 2C n

JOHN WALL Review Staff

Above: Ericka Gordon tips a line shot around a Hedgesville block. Top right: Kirston Sowers powers through the
Eagles block. Bottom right: Lucie Smith put up a wall, blocking Buckhannon 7 times.

A great season ends

MARTINSBURG — The
Hampshire
High
School
volleyball team earned a ticket
to the West Virginia regional
playoffs last week after easily
defeating Buckhannon in
sectional playoffs earning the
title of sectional champion.
Up for grabs last Saturday
was a trip to States, but first,
the Trojans would have to get
through Hedgesville who had
beaten the Trojans back on
Oct. 22, in a 3-0 sweep.
Unfortunately, a gallant
effort by the sickly and injured
Hampshire team came up short
in the 5th game tie breaker as
they fell to the Eagles 3-2 with
scores of 26-24, 25-22, 18-25,
21-25 and the tie breaker 1510.
“This was by far the most
intense volleyball atmosphere
that I have been a part of in
all of my years of playing and
coaching,” said Head Coach
Megan Fuller.
Playing without starting

JOHN WALL Review Staff

The Trojans beat Buckhannon to become the 2015 volleyball sectional champions.
middle hitter/blocker Lucie
Smith the Trojans were
playing at a disadvantage.
Smith dominated the net this
season, leading the team with
68 blocks. Smith broke her
kneecap in a non- volleyball

related accident less than 24
hours before the match.
Friday’s
normal
prep
practice became the most
important practice of the year
for the Trojans as they shifted
their rotation to get the team

ready for Saturday’s match.
“We used practice time
Friday to seek out the best
of several different line-up
options,” explained Fuller.
The
outside
hitting
powerhouse Ericka Gordon

Frankfort finds faith in
Bible to defeat Trojans
JOHN WALL Review Staff

FORT ASHBY— Win or
lose, last Friday’s game would
be the final one for the 2015
Hampshire football team, but
ending the season on a positive
note and a 3-game winning
streak would have been a
confidence builder for next
season.
Unfortunately,
the
2-7
Frankfort Falcons were looking
to end their dismal season on a
positive note also, and they did
just that, defeating the Trojans
22-14 in Falcon country.
Hampshire looked to be the
favorite going into Friday.
The Falcons had been on the
brunt end of 5 blowouts this
season while the Trojans had
been in striking distance in the
4th quarter of nearly all their
games.
The Trojans had won 3 of
their last 5 and performed
much better against teams they
had both faced. Frankfort had
only won 1 of their last 5 games
and was beaten by Keyser by a
spread of 60 points.
Considering
their
performance in their last
5 games, the Trojans were
confident and ready, but did
they take Frankfort too lightly?
“I knew it was going to be a
good game, it’s always a good
game with Frankfort” said

JOHN WALL Review Staff

Sam Cookman, Richie Stanley and Michael Cobb tackle Frankfort back Noah Bible.
coach Daren Grace. “It was the
last game of the year and they
were excited and we should
have been too.”
“Our confidence was great
going into the game because
we knew what potential
we had,” said lineman Eric

Gillum. “As a team I think we
took Frankfort way too lightly,
which kept us from playing to
our potential.”
“A win to us was very
important because we wanted
to end the season on a 3-win
streak and because we wanted

to beat Frankfort for the first
time in several years,” Gillum
added.
It might be more accurate
to say that the Trojans
underestimation
was
of
Frankfort’s running back
Noah Bible and not the entire

Falcons team.
Bible ran for 190 yards
Friday night including 2 first
half touchdowns and earned 12
of the 19 Frankfort first downs
on 38 carries. In comparison,
the Trojan team ran for 46
yards and passed for 112 yards.
“Noah Bible is a great
athlete who was a big factor
in Frankfort’s offense,” said
Gillum. “Bible wasn’t as hard
to bring down as he was hard
to catch because of his agility
and quick speed.”
The Trojans did not open up
well in 1st quarter action and
had to punt the ball away early,
giving the Falcons the ball on
their own 17 yard line.
Falcon quarterback Carter
Houdersheldt had one job on
the first drive and that was
to hand the ball to Bible and
Nathan Strietbeck.
Between the pair of running
backs, Frankfort marched 83
yards on 14 carries, scoring
first on a 4-yard run from
Bible. A missed 2 point
conversion made the score 6-0
with 1 minute left in the first
quarter.
Hampshire’s biggest threat
this season has been the kick
returns and Richie Stanley
proved once again on the
ensuing kickoff that no team
See FAITH page 2C n

slid over to middle, putting
Brittany Cavey as the second
outside hitter opposite Kirston
Sowers.
“We hated to give up
Ericka’s power on the outside,”
Fuller said. “In the middle,
she can cause havoc for the
other team’s hitters with her
incredible jumping ability and
speed.”
The Trojans found a rhythm,
early in the first game and
were leading the Eagles by 7
points at the midpoint of the
game 18-11, but poor passing
in serve receive and double
touch calls on the Trojans by
the up ref gave the Eagles the
win at 26-24.
Hampshire took the lead
again in game 2, but difficulties
by the back row to keep the ball
in system created less hitting
opportunities. The Trojan front
row was forced to tip and push
more than spike, which was
See GREAT page 2C n

Joel
Whetzel

MOUNTAINEER MINUTE

Finally, a
needed win
West Virginia snapped a four
game losing skid and earned its
first Big 12 conference victory of
the season with a 31-26 victory
over Texas Tech last weekend.
The running game was especially strong, as a pair of backs
rushed for over 100 yards on the
day. Wendell Smallwood racked
up 163 yards and a touchdown
on 22 carries, and Rushel Shell
added 111 yards and two touchdowns on 14 carries.
Almost as impressive as the
WVU rushing attack was the effort of the defense, which held
the nation’s third best offense to
under 200 yards passing, and did
not allow a rushing touchdown.
Up next for the Mountaineers
is another home game, this time
against the Texas Longhorns. The
game is at noon and will be televised on ESPNU.
Texas enters the game with a
4-5 record, and they are 3-3 in
Big 12 play with conference wins
over then No. 10 Oklahoma,
Kansas, and Kansas State.
Texas is in the midst of a huge
down year for their program. The
offense for the Longhorns has
struggled mightily. Iowa State
shut out the Horns in a 24-0 win
See JOEL page 2C n

