
The awkwardness and claus-
trophobic conditions
endured by litigants at the
Lincoln County Courthouse.
As our front page shows this
week, we’ve been busy cov-
ering circuit court proceed-
ings these past 12 days or so.
As is our right, we took our
place on the public benches
to witness various sentenc-
ing hearings and plea agree-

ments being entered. What’s unfortunate is that opposing sides
in all manner of disputes have to sit near each other in the
courthouse corridors. There’s no problem when an accused
inmate is brought by the bailiff from the nearby cell to take his
seat before the judge. But when the victims of a felony con-
spiracy or an assault victim’s parent must sit outside in the
hallway near the defendants who are out on bond, it gets a lit-
tle challenging. Furthermore, attorneys discussing cases in the
hallway with clients is hardly ideal. What’s the solution? Well,
we’re glad that the Lincoln County Commission is applying
for Courthouse Facilities Improvement Grant funding with a
view to finally beginning serious work on the Market Street
annex that was once home to Trinity Methodist Church.
Moving family court and magistrate court to that building
would free up a lot of space in the main courthouse. Perhaps a
suite of consultation rooms could be considered, close to the
main circuit courtroom, where victims could wait without hav-
ing to come face to face with the thief who stole their goods.
We love the informality of our courthouse, the accessibility of
our elected officials, including the judges, and the helpfulness
of county employees. However, the victims of a crime may
only ever have visited the corridors of power to pay taxes or
register to vote. On their toughest days, when faced with those
who wronged them, they deserve privacy, courtesy, and discre-
tion.

Ongoing beautification
efforts in the county seat.
The Hometown Hamlin
group and the town’s elect-
ed officials deserve praise
for the cost effective and
innovative ways in which
the community’s appear-
ance is being bettered. A
corner flower box, at the
intersection of Walnut
Street and Court Avenue,
has been maintained and

updated throughout the seasons. Sometimes, flower beds
are allowed to languish and wither. Instead, that corner box
has been a colorful and highly visible addition to the town’s
landscape. Now, benches and boxes have been added along
the streets. At Heritage Park, solar powered lights have
been added along the peaceful walkway. Various trees have
also been planted. Last Saturday’s street fair was a fine
opportunity for citizens to see what has been done and is
being done to make the municipality a little better. The
potential for a revitalized downtown is there. The Bobcat
Restaurant is being renovated, a project that has generated
much excitement and anticipation. Imagine the scene when
its door opens once again - a new eatery and focal point for
Lincoln County residents and visitors. Those visitors to a
busier Walnut Street will be pleasantly pleased by attractive
flowers, benches, emptied trash cans, and well maintained
thoroughfare. The sidewalks have also been improved in
recent weeks. Contractors modified the disabled accessibil-
ity of the sidewalks from along Route 3 in the town limits.
Concrete was poured and studded panels were added for the
visually impaired. We have complained about the substan-
dard sidewalks for many years and are glad to see work now
completed. The side streets similarly need attention, but the
recent progress was a great start. Well done to everyone.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE LINCOLN JOURNAL welcomes signed letters

of no more than 250 words from our readers
and will consider longer guest columns. Please
include name, address and telephone number
for verification purposes.

Mail to THE LINCOLN JOURNAL - Letter to Editor,
P. O. Box 308, Hamlin, W.V. 25523 or e-mail at
ljeditorial@zoominternet.net.

The views expressed in our Opinion Section
represent the views of the writer and not the
views of THE LINCOLN JOURNAL. Anyone wishing to
respond to a column or editorial may call (304)
824-5101, write: P. O. Box 308, Hamlin, West
Virginia 25523 or send e-mail: ljeditorial@zoom-
internet.net.
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Last week’s Republican
presidential debate on CNN
was many things - long, amus-
ing, astonishing, mildly inform-
ative, and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, ultimately decisive in
determining the fate of some of
the contenders. Rubio, Bush,
Trump, Kasich, Christie, and
Fiorina are probably here for
the long haul, until the Iowa
caucuses on February 1 any-
way. Others, however, are like-
ly to see their donors move
elsewhere, their staff hand in

their notices, and their cam-
paigns “suspended” as they like
to say, instead of finished.

On last week’s stage in
California, the candidates men-
tioned “Obamacare” a lot. The
intensity of the hopefuls’ oppo-
sition to the law varied. Some
say they would repeal the
whole thing on day one of their
presidency. Others, including
governors who worked with the
new law to expand Medicaid in
their states (just as Earl Ray
Tomblin did here), are more

nuanced in their approach.
There was no shying away from
mentioning the law,  twice
affirmed by the United States
Supreme Court and one of the
signature legislative achieve-
ments of the 44th president’s
tenure.

Mentioning or not mention-
ing Obamacare, or the
Affordable Care Act as it is
officially known, is our theme
here. Back home in West
Virginia, last week, press
releases flowed in from our var-

ious elected voices in
Washington, D.C. Those press
releases came from U.S. Rep.
Evan Jenkins (R-WV3), a vocal
critic of Obamacare, and U.S.
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV),
who has spoken about the need
to reform parts of the law. 

Let’s do a quick exam here,
just for fun. We present three
extracts, from three press
releases received last week.
Please read all three and
answer the questions that fol-
low below:

“Our courageous veter-
ans have risked their

lives defending this coun-
try, and the fact that

many of them are living
in extreme poverty is
simply unacceptable,”
Senator Manchin said.

The senator announcing
funding for homeless 
veterans , last week

Calling it like it is

Press release from Senator Joe Manchin’s office on September 15, 2015
U.S. Senator Joe Manchin today announced nearly $10 million in funding from the U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services (HHS) to support West Virginia community health centers statewide in providing primary and preventative care serv-
ices. The award includes $6,939,555 to increase access to health care services such as medical, oral, behavioral, pharmacy,
vision care and substance abuse care and treatment. Another $3 million is being awarded under the Health Infrastructure
Investment Program to renovate or construct new facilities to help health centers meet community needs. 

“It is critical that we make quality preventative and primary health care services available to all West Virginians, particu-
larly those living in rural and underserved areas,” Senator Manchin said. “This significant funding will greatly benefit com-
munities that have a need for health care resources, and it will help ensure all individuals, especially our children and seniors,
have access to preventive care, quality treatment when they are sick, and much-needed medicine. This funding will also allow
our health centers to make necessary upgrades and improvements in order to provide the affordable and accessible health serv-
ices that all West Virginian families deserve.”

The list from Manchin’s office included:
•$288,336 – Lincoln County Primary Care Center, Hamlin

From U.S. Representative Evan Jenkins’ office on September 17, 2015
U.S. Representative Evan Jenkins announced today that three community health centers have received a combined

$919,024 in grants from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
“Community health centers fill a critical gap in health care in southern West Virginia. These centers ensure low-income

residents have consistent access to health care and develop relationships with their doctors to improve their health. Thanks to
this funding, these centers will be able to offer care to even more West Virginians and will create healthier futures for our com-
munities,” Rep. Jenkins said.

The recipients listed by Jenkins’office included:
•$288,336 – Lincoln County Primary Care Center, Hamlin

Press release from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services on September 15, 2015
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell announced nearly $500 million in Affordable Care Act

funding to support health centers nationwide in providing primary care services to those who need them most.  The awards
include approximately $350 million for 1,184 health centers to increase access to services such as medical, oral, behavioral,
pharmacy, and vision care. Nearly $150 million will be awarded to 160 health centers for facility renovation, expansion, or
construction to increase patient or service capacity.

“These awards will give 1.4 million more Americans across every state access to comprehensive, quality health care,” said
Secretary Burwell. “ With these awards, health centers will be able to do things like increase their hours of operation, hire
more behavioral health providers, add dental facilities, better treat patients with opioid use disorders, and help people get cov-
erage through the Health Insurance Marketplace and make the journey from coverage to primary care.”

The list provided by the U.S. DHSS included:
•$288,336 – Lincoln County Primary Care Center, Hamlin

Can you spot the difference? Can you see what they apparently did
there?  The third press release above, from the federal government’s
U.S. DHSS, makes no secret of the fact that the money is sourced
from Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) funding. The DHSS
announcement lists Lincoln Primary Care’s $288,336 as one of hun-
dreds of funding awards nationwide. Contrast that with the announce-
ments from Jenkins and Manchin. Jenkins focused on three commu-
nity health centers in his district, including the $288,336 for Lincoln
Primary Care, but never mentioned the Affordable Care Act. Manchin
focused on a larger amount for over two dozen centers statewide,
including the $288,336 for Lincoln Primary Care the full list of state
awardees, but never mentioned the Affordable Care Act.

We have no problem with Manchin and Jenkins celebrating these
awards. The funds are well deserved and will be used wisely at

Lincoln Primary Care. Neither do we criticize elected politicians for
announcing grants. It’s part of the trappings of office, the spoils of an
election victory - if you’re the senior senator from West Virginia or the
Third District’s congressman, you get to send out those press releases
and share the spotlight with the good news. What we don’t like, how-
ever, is the selective phrasing and the opaque references to the fund-
ing source. Jenkins went with “grants from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.” Manchin had “funding from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).” Nothing is untrue
about either description. It’s just not quite the full picture.

Jenkins has every right to be opposed to Obamacare. He articulates
his position on the law very well. Indeed, we
haven’t been found wanting in presenting the
congressman’s perspectives on many issues
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