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When William Knicely went out with 
his wife to get a pizza for supper, he didn’t 
think he’d get involved in a water rescue.

But that’s just what happened.
The couple that lives at Speed was in 

the Spencer Pizza Hut just before 6 p.m. 
last Wednesday when they noticed some 

commotion outside.
A heavy rain had fallen and a man 

in a pickup truck was trying to cross a 
low-water bridge behind the restaurant to 
get to his home.

“The truck was stuck on the bridge,” 
Julie Knicely said. “He was holding his 
brake because the water was trying to 
push him.”

Lewis Byrd, the man trapped in the 

truck, said he had driven through water 
on the bridge several times before.

“I’ve seen it higher than that,” the 
59-year-old retired army veteran said. “We 
see it get up quite a bit.”

Byrd was returning home from visiting 
his VA doctor in Parkersburg.

It was raining when he left a few hours 
earlier.
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A truck lodged against a footbridge behind Pizza Hut in Spencer after a man was pulled from inside it last Wednesday. 
The driver had tried to cross a low-water bridge to his house while the creek was swollen from a heavy downpour. 
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The gift Roane County Com-
missioners received during their 
Tuesday meeting wasn’t exactly 
Christmas in July, but they’ll 
take it.

Commissioners Gary Mace, 
Mel issa O’Br ien and Mer-
lin Shamblin announced that 
$238,387 in general fund car-
ryover from the 2014-15 fiscal 
year that ended June 30 would be 
added to the current budget.

The windfall is signifi cantly 
more than the $114,840 carryover 
from a year ago.

“I’d like to thank all the elected 
offi cials for pulling together and 
cutting expenses,” Mace, who 
was commission president during 
the 2014-15 budget process.

Last year’s carryover was  al-
ready obligated. This year, the 
commission’s contingency fund 
will realize about $183,026 in 

unobligated funds.
Another $3,070 will be carried 

over from the coal severance 
fund.

O’Brien, the current commis-
sion president, said the fi nancial 
information had only recently 
been provided and that no plans 
had been made for allocating the 
extra money.

The Coming Home to Reedy 
celebration Labor Day weekend 
will receive $2,000 in county 
funds. Reedy Mayor Andrew 
McKenzie had asked for $2,200, 
which had been the county’s 
contribution the past two years, 
but commissioners had set aside 
just $2,000 for the purpose during 
their March budget meetings.

McKenzie said the money 

County getting 
carryover cash
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Some neighbors have been 
moving into the buildings at 
Camp Sheppard.

And the people in charge of the 
camp aren’t happy about it.

All eight cabins, the caretaker’s 
home and the assembly hall at the 
Gandeeville camp have suffered 
recent damage from carpenter 
bees.

“It’s looking bad,” Sam Sheets, 
a member of the camp’s advisory 
committee, told Roane County 
Commissioners during their 
Tuesday night meeting. “They’re 

attacking an awful lot of the 
buildings.”

The bees drill holes into the 
wooden siding of the buildings. 
To make matters worse, Sheets 
reported, woodpeckers chip away 
at the holes looking to make a 
meal of  the bees.

Commissioners Gary Mace, 
Melissa O’Brien and Merlin 
Shamblin, who looked at photos 
of some of the damage, also dis-
cussed fi xing the problem. One 
local exterminator has provided 
an estimate of $3,300 to spray for 
the bees. Camp caretaker Matt 
Cooper would provide regular 

Birds and beesproblem at camp
WATER RESCUE Driver pulled out

of swollen creek

High water covered a youth league baseball fi eld at Gabe Creek near the Roane-Kanawha County 
line Friday after one of a series of downpours hit the local area.
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By JIM COOPER
Editor

Roane County experienced its 
share of high water but largely 
escaped some of the more serious 
problems associated with recent 
downpours.

One in a series of recent thun-
derstorms caused streams to rise 
last Wednesday evening and led 
to a water rescue in Spencer (see 
related story). A tree was reported 
down on Arnoldsburg Road and 
several drains unable to handle 
the deluge backed up on Ripley 
Road and in other places, making 
travel treacherous.

Areas prone to fl ooding includ-
ing Front Street in Spencer and 
Main Street in Reedy were also 
blocked by the high water.

Mark Ray, who monitors a 

weather station at the Spencer 
water treatment plant on Chestnut 
Street, said the storm brought 3.18 
inches of rain, much of it con-
centrated during a short period 
of time.

“We’ve had it come in these 
spurts and not all at once,” Ray 
said. “We’ve been lucky.”

Another system that came 
through early Friday morning 
brought less than an inch of rain 
to the Spencer area, Ray reported, 
but much more to the southern 
part of the county.

“It was Friday morning and 
evening both,” Linda Drennen, 
president of the Amma Senior 
Citizens group, said of fl ooding 
resulting from the storm. “People 
in the Pigeon area were pretty 
well trapped for a while and a lot 
of people lost their gardens.”

Drennen said she had heard 
of no homes that suffered severe 
damage from fl ooding.

“We’ve been blessed in our end 
of the county,” she said.

A spokesman for the Roane 911 
center said the fi rst call to report 
fl ooding came in just before noon 
Friday. Areas where roads were 
blocked by high water included 
Big and Little Pigeon, Cottontree, 
Big Sandy and W.Va. 36 south of 
Newton. The Wallback area just 
across the Clay County line was 

When it rains…
Deluge of downpours drenches the county

“There were 
big oak trees 

wrung off like 
a toothpick.”
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Roscoe Hall, 90
Spencer

Rondle McCumbers Jr., 53
Stumptown

June Dolores Moore, 77
Leatherbark

Herbert C. Richards, 78
New Haven

Cathy Nester Sweeney, 53
Mansfi eld, Ohio


