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How frequently do you drive
the West Virginia Turnpike?

Every week .................8 percent
Two or three times a month ......
...................................12 percent
A few times a year ...46 percent
Rarely if ever ............34 percent
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Gunfight in Bluefield
I-77 tractor trailer crash
W.D. Hasty bids farewell

‘Lord was looking after us’

‘Honestly, I hate this ever took place. I hate to take a life, I hate it 
for his family ...’

— Bluefield Police Chief Dennis Dillow

Heavily armed
bank robbery 
suspect dead
after gunfight
with police

By SAMANTHA PERRY 
and CHARLES OWENS
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

BLUEFIELD — A man armed with three
firearms, and a device that was made to
resemble a bomb, attempted to rob two
downtown banks Tuesday before being killed
in an exchange
of gunfire with
Bluefield police
officers.

The deceased
gunman was
identified as
Cedric Maurice
Williams, 33, of
B l u e f i e l d ,
according to Lt.
M.T. Baylous,
with the West
Virginia State
P o l i c e .
Authorities said
the man left a
s u s p i c i o u s
device made to
resemble a
bomb inside of
First Century
Bank before also
robbing the nearby First Community Bank.
He was met by officers with the Bluefield

Staff photo by Eric DiNovo and Jon Bolt

Aftermath...
Above, an armed robber was shot and killed on Raleigh Street following a gun battle with law enforcement in Bluefield Tuesday.
Below, West Virginia State Police and members of the FBI map the scene of Tuesday morning’s gunfight in downtown Bluefield.

Chief: ‘By the grace of 
God’ weapon was disabled
By SAMANTHA PERRY

Bluefield Daily Telegraph

BLUEFIELD — The
Bluefield Police Chief who
killed a bank robber during a
downtown gunfight said it

was by “the
grace of God”
he disabled
the suspect’s

semi-automatic weapon with
his first shot.

Bluefield Police Chief
Dennis Dillow shot and killed
Cedric Maurice Williams, 33,
of Bluefield, after Williams
attempted to rob two
Bluefield banks Tuesday
morning then engaged in a
shootout with law enforce-
ment officers.

Williams reportedly robbed

Witness: ‘I could hear the shells going over me and hitting...’ 
By GREG JORDAN

Bluefield Daily Telegraph

BLUEFIELD — Downtown
resident Ervin Bell knew
something was seriously
wrong when a police officer
suddenly arrived at First
Community Bank and started
shooting.

Bell, 65, uses a motorized

wheelchair to get around
when he leaves his home at
the West Virginia Manor on
Federal Street. He was com-

ing home with some groceries
when the gunfire started.
What he didn’t know was that
the police were responding to

a bank robbery.
Later outside the manor,

Bell pointed out where he was
coming up the street when

the shooting started and
ejected shell casings hit the
pavement. 

“I was maybe 20 feet from
the police car when they start-
ed shooting. I could hear the
shells going over me and hit-
ting bink, bink on the ground,”
he recalled. “And I said, ‘What
in the world is going on?’”

Bell said he ducked down in

his chair and soon saw police
officers around a fallen sus-
pect.

“He was on the ground, kind
of rolling around, and
stopped,” he stated. “And the
police surrounded him. I’m a
Christian, so I prayed for
him.”

Exclusive

Staff photo by Jon Bolt

Bullet holes...
Bluefield Police Chief Dennis Dillow was in his police
SUV when multiple bullets ripped into the side. Shown
above, several of the bullets penetrated the vehicle’s inte-
rior.

Witness, A-8

❏ ❏ ❏
Bell was later telling his fellow manor residents what had happened, and

described how the suspect was riding ‘a little black bicycle.’ He remembered
a very similar robbery in 2014.

Chief, A-7

‘There was an
exchange of
gunfire
between the
officers and the
suspect and the
suspect was
killed.’

— Assistant
Mercer County

Prosecuting
Attorney John

McGinnis

Gunfight, A-7



First Century Bank, left a
fake bomb at the establish-
ment, then proceeded to
First Community Bank on
bicycle where he attempted a
second heist. Authorities
said he was armed with an
AK-47, a .45-caliber handgun
and a .38-caliber revolver.

When Williams attempted
to exit First Community
Bank he was met by
Bluefield Police Department
officers who were on the
scene.

“The first shot I took at him
I disabled his rifle,” Dillow
said. “The good Lord was
looking after us.”

Dillow said he was shooting
at the suspect’s chest when
he hit the slide-action mech-
anism of the AK-47 causing it
to jam up. 

“He had it on a sling and
dropped it to the side, and
pulled out a handgun and
continued shooting,” Dillow
said. During the heat of gun-
fire, the police chief thought
the shooter dropped the rifle
because it was out of ammu-
nition. 

Dillow did not learn until
later in the afternoon, during
the crime scene investiga-
tion by the West Virginia
State Police, that he had dis-
abled the weapon.
Authorities on the scene told
the Daily Telegraph the clip
on the AK-47 contained many
more rounds of ammunition.

"I had no idea I had hit it
until later, as they were pro-
cessing the scene,” Dillow
said. “I was the first one to
encounter him.”

Dillow said Williams initial-
ly came out of the back exit of
the bank where he and
Detective K.L. Adams were
waiting.

“He first shot at me there,”
Dillow said, recounting the
morning’s events. 

Dillow said he “bailed out of
the vehicle” and took cover
as Williams fired more
rounds. The chief ’s cruiser
was riddled by bullet holes
that went through the door
and into the vehicle.

Williams then went back
into the bank and up the
escalator, Dillow said, noting
he heard shots and “radioed
in,” thinking that Williams
was opening fire on those in

the bank.
Instead, Williams was

attempting to exit by the
bank’s front doors where he
encountered Bluefield Police
Department officers who
were stationed there, Dillow
recounted. An exchange of
gunfire followed.

Dillow said Williams went
back through the bank, and
again tried to exit at the back
doors.

“He’s coming back out with
a lifted rifle and I took a shot
at him,” Dillow said. It was
this shot that disabled the
semi-automatic rifle.

Dillow said gunfire contin-
ued to be exchanged as
Williams attempted to flee
through the parking lot and
down Raleigh Street, where
he was shot and killed.

Williams was shooting with
full-metal jacket ammunition

-- bullets that have a penetra-
tion property. The shots into
Dillow’s cruiser went
through the door and door
jamb. “They ripped all the
way through,” he said

“Honestly, I hate this ever
took place,” Dillow said. “I
hate to take a life, I hate it for
his family. But I am not
unhappy with the outcome.
He’s the one who caused it.”

Dillow expressed apprecia-

tion for his fellow officers at
the Bluefield Police
Department.

“I am thankful for the men I
work with,” he said, while
once again noting the grace
of God that kept bank
employees, bystanders and
law enforcement officers
safe on Tuesday morning.

— Contact Samantha
Perry at sperry@bdton-

line.com
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Staff photos by Jon Bolt

Bullet holes...
Bluefield Police Chief Dennis Dillow was in his police SUV when multiple bullets ripped into the sidee, shown above
and top right.

Staff photo by Eric DiNovo

At the ready...
Officers spring into action after receiving a call over the radio. 

Staff photo by Eric DiNovo

Suspicious package...
A suspicious device determined to be a fake bomb was
removed from First Century Bank’s lobby by a member
of the West Virginia State Police Bomb Squad Tuesday
afternoon. 

Chief...
Continued from A-1

Police Department as he
attempted to flee First
Community Bank, and an
exchange of gunfire was
reported between Williams
and police, according to
Assistant Mercer County
Prosecuting Attorney John
McGinnis.

The suspicious device was
detonated later in the day by a
bomb squad unit with the West
Virginia State Police near the
King Coal Highway project on
Stoney Ridge. At that point, it
was determined that the
device was not an explosive,
but simply a fake made to
resemble a bomb. A second
individual also was questioned
Tuesday by police in connec-
tion with the incident.

Bluefield Police Chief
Dennis Dillow said the sus-
pect first attempted to rob
First Century Bank shortly
after 9 a.m. Tuesday morning
on Bland Street where he left
“some type of device.”

“He then fled to First
Community Bank (on Raleigh
Street) where he robbed it,”
Dillow said.

When the suspect exited
First Community Bank shots
were fired, Dillow said.

“There was an exchange of
gunfire between the officers
and the suspect and the sus-
pect was killed,” McGinnis

said. “He (the gunman) had no
ID on him.”

The man reportedly held a
gun to a woman’s head while
he was inside of First
Community Bank, according
to an individual who works in
the downtown area.

“All officers are fine, all civil-
ians are fine but the suspect is
dead,” Dillow said.

Windows on the bank were
shot out during the exchange
of gunfire as were windows of
vehicles parked downtown.

The gunman was dressed in
all black, and rode a bicycle to
the bank, the downtown
employee told the Daily
Telegraph. Dillow said the
suspect was armed with a
semi-automatic rifle and two
handguns. McGinnis con-
firmed the man had an AK-47,
a .45-caliber handgun and a
.38-caliber revolver.

“He discharged the AK-47
and the 45-caliber,” McGinnis
said.

Dillow characterized the
incident at First Community
as “a gunfight with the
Bluefield Police Department.”

Dillow’s cruiser was riddled
with bullet holes that went
through the door and into the
vehicle. “They ripped all the
way through,” Dillow said.

“He (Dillow) is lucky to be
alive,” McGinnis said. “All the
way around, we were lucky —
lucky no bystanders, bank
employees or police officers
were shot. Mr. Williams was
heavily armed. We were just
fortunate no one else was
injured.”

Williams’ residence on
Ronceverte Street in Bluefield
was searched late Tuesday
afternoon by troopers with the
West Virginia State Police,
lead investigators on the case.
There, troopers found what
they believe to be marijuana
plants, McGinnis said.

McGinnis said a second indi-
vidual was questioned by
police in connection with the
incident.

“A second individual is being
questioned at this time,”
McGinnis said. “He is being
questioned at the police sta-
tion.”

The outcome of that ques-

tioning wasn’t immediately
clear late Tuesday.

“All I know is they have ques-
tioned another individual,”
McGinnis said later Tuesday
evening. “They are looking
into him but I don’t know that
he had any true involvement
with Mr. Williams in this mat-
ter. The state police and the
Bluefield Police Department
are continuing their investiga-
tions.”

Law enforcement officers
from across the region con-
verged upon Bluefield, as
most of the downtown area
was deemed a crime scene,
and closed to traffic. Troopers
with the West Virginia State
Police were visible across the
downtown area, along with
officers with the Bluefield
Police Department and feder-
al agents with the FBI and
Homeland Security. Troopers
with the West Virginia State
Police Parkways Authority
also assisted with a recon-
struction of the crime scene,
according to Capt. M.R.
Crowder with the West
Virginia Turnpike

Detachment.
The deceased gunman’s

body was covered by a white
sheet on Raleigh Street. The
body was removed from the
scene of the crime around
12:10 p.m. by units with the
Bluefield Rescue Squad.
Employees were still seen
exiting the First Community
Bank building around noon as
officers were also visible
inside of the bank.

The suspicious device —
that was later determined to
be a fake — was removed from
First Century Bank at approx-
imately 2:47 p.m.

“They will take it out in the
middle of nowhere and run a
charge to it and try to detonate
it,” West Virginia State Police
Troop 6 Commander Capt.
B.L. Mankins told the Daily
Telegraph.

At about 3 p.m., Princeton
Avenue was closed for a period
of time, as a parade of law
enforcement vehicles and fire-
fighters removed and trans-
ported the device to a moun-
tainous area near the King
Coal Highway project at
Stoney Ridge where it was
detonated. At that point, it was
determined that the device
was not an explosive, but sim-
ply a fake.

McGinnis said earlier in the
day Tuesday that the device
was made to resemble a
bomb.

Later Tuesday night, the
Bluefield Police Department

was placed on lockdown fol-
lowing a bomb threat, officials
said.

“The police department has
been evacuated and the pris-
oners have been evacuated,”
Sgt. B.L. Hamm, with the
Bluefield Police Department,
said.

According to Hamm, officials
were searching the premises
at 9 p.m. Tuesday night.

Witnesses reported a chaotic
scene in the downtown area
Tuesday morning.

“I heard it, I heard the gun-
shots,” Laura Pannell, who
was in the CASE building at
the time of the gunfight, said.
“It was like a battle out here in
the middle of downtown
Bluefield.”

Pannell said families living in
the 60-unit apartment com-
plex near the CASE building
were evacuated due to the
fear of an explosive device
being in the area.

“You could here it (the gun-
fire) all the way to the north
side,” Trixie Brown said. “It
was a machine gun like
sound.”

Delegate John Shott, R-
Mercer, observed the chaos
later in the day Tuesday.

“I just think the whole thing
is just extremely disturbing to
anyone who would work down-
town,” Shott said. “I think law
enforcement is to be credited
for the quick response. Their
response has been impres-
sive.”

Gunfight...
Continued from A-1

❏ ❏ ❏
The suspicious device was detonated later in the day by a bomb squad

unit with the West Virginia State Police near the King Coal Highway project
on Stoney Ridge. At that point, it was determined that the device was not an
explosive, but simply a fake made to resemble a bomb. A second individual
also was questioned Tuesday by police in connection with the incident.
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