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BRIEFCASE E. coli outbreak
linked to Chipotle
SEATTLE (AP) —

Health officials expect the
number of people sickened
by an E. coli outbreak
linked to Chipotle restau-
rants in Washington state
and Oregon to grow while
they investigate the cause
of the infection.
As of Friday, three peo-

ple in the Portland area
and 19 people in western
Washington had become
sick from E. coli. Seven-
teen of them had eaten at a
Chipotle restaurant during
the past few weeks.
Eight people have been

hospitalized but no deaths
have been reported.
After people started

hearing about the out-
break, more people will
probably go to the doctor
and join the list of poten-
tial cases, said Marisa
D’Angeli, medical epi-
demiologist with the
Washington State Depart-
ment of Health.
“We actually would ex-

pect there might be a jump
in cases on Monday,” she
said.
D’Angeli encouraged

anyone who has been sick
with intestinal symptoms
and has eaten at Chipotle
since mid-October, to go

see their doctor and get
tested. She also said any-
one with bloody diarrhea
should go to the doctor
whether they have eaten at
Chipotle or not.
“We’re very early in

the investigation,” D’An-
geli said. It’s possible their
investigation will find that
the E. coli came from a
fresh food product deliv-
ered to Chipotle restau-
rants and other
placesEveryone who
comes forward helps in
providing extra clues that
could help identify the
source of the infection, she
said.
The investigation

started with talking to
everyone diagnosed with
E. coli and finding out
what they ate and where.
Test samples from those
individuals will go to state
labs in Washington and
Oregon.
Then samples of food

from the restaurants will
be tested at a U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
laboratory to see if bacte-
ria from the food matches
the human cases.The
source of the E. coli was
most likely a fresh food
product, D’Angeli said,

because it probably could
not be traced to one sick
individual or one instance
of cross-contamination of
food since the cases are
connected with so many
restaurants.
D’Angeli noted that

Chipotle has been cooper-
ative and voluntarily shut
down all its restaurants in
the two states.
The reopening of the

43 Chipotle restaurants in
Oregon and Washington
will be dictated by the in-
vestigation, said company
spokesman Chris Arnold.
“Right now, that is the pri-
ority,” he said.
The company has not

made plans to close any
other restaurants in other
states as there is no evi-
dence of a link to other
restaurants, Arnold added.
Before U.S. markets

opened Monday, shares of
Chipotle tumbled more
than 5 percent to levels not
seen in about three
months.
People have reported

symptoms of infection in
Clackamas and Washing-
ton counties in Oregon,
and Clark, King, Skagit
and Cowlitz counties in
Washington.

Construction spending rises
WASHINGTON (AP)

— U.S. construction
spending rose 0.6 per-
cent in September to the
highest level since
March 2008, pushed up
by a surge in apartment
building.
The Commerce Depart-

ment said Monday that
spending on construction
rose to a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of $1.09
trillion. Construction of
apartments and condo-
miniums jumped 4.9 per-
cent in September from
August, while construc-
tion of single-family
homes rose 1.3 percent. 

Overall, private resi-
dential construction rose
to the highest level since
January 2008.
The housing market

has proven relatively re-
silient this year amid
economic weakness
overseas that has hurt
American manufacturers
and limited hiring. 
Commerce reported

last week that private in-
vestment in housing grew
at an annual pace of 6.1
percent from July through
September — four times
the 1.5 percent growth
registered by the overall
economy.

Spending on nonresi-
dential construction
slipped 0.1 percent in Sep-
tember. But spending on
construction of churches
and other religious build-
ings rose 5.6 percent.
Public construction

grew 0.7 percent from
August. 
Spending on schools

and other educational
buildings rose 2.4 percent,
and spending on water
supply facilities was up
4.8 percent.
Federal construction

spending fell 1 percent,
the biggest decline since a
4.4 percent drop in June.

Expansion for new
Acuity facility slated
WHEELING (AP) —

Acuity Specialty Hospital
Ohio Valley plans a $1 mil-
lion expansion of its long-
term acute care facility in
Wheeling.
The West Virginia Health

Care Authority has issued a
certificate of need for the
project. The certificate al-
lows Acuity to add 16 beds
to its 13-bed facility within
Wheeling Hospital.
A date for the expansion

hasn’t been set. Acuity direc-
tor Joe Garcuccio told The
Intelligencer and Wheeling
News-Register  that the proj-
ect is in the planning stage.

High court sides
with Marley’s kids
WASHINGTON (AP) —

The Supreme Court has re-
jected an appeal from cloth-
ing companies that claim
they have legal rights to sell
shirts with the image of reg-
gae icon Bob Marley.
The justices on Monday

let stand a lower court rul-
ing that said the merchan-
disers had used his likeness
to sell clothing at Walmart,
Target and other stores
without permission from
Marley’s children.
Marley’s heirs control the

rights to the reggae star’s
image through a company
called Fifty-Six Hope Road
Music. The company sued
rivals A.V.E.L.A. and others
in 2008, arguing that their
sales of Marley merchandise
violated federal trademark
law. A federal court ordered
the companies to pay more
than $1 million in profits
and damages.
A federal appeals court

agreed, citing evidence that
consumers were confused
about who endorsed the
merchandise.

Montgomery won’t
be dropped, says Gee
BECKLEY (AP) —

West Virginia University
President Gordon Gee says
the school won’t abandon
Montgomery after it moves
the WVU Institute of Tech-
nology’s programs to
Beckley in 2017.
Gee told The Register-

Herald that the university is
looking at other options for
Tech’s facilities in Mont-
gomery that are owned by
WVU and the state.
Gee says WVU also will

continue to develop pro-
grams for Montgomery
through its Extension Serv-
ice and community devel-
opment services.
He says the univer-

sity’s mission includes
improving opportunities
for West Virginia’s 1.8
million residents and cre-
ating communities that
are valued.
Tech has been a regional

WVU campus since 1996.

Obama to call for
breaking jail cycle

WASHINGTON (AP) —
More than half a million
people leave U.S. prisons
each year, but with jobs,
housing and mental health
services scarce, many are
soon back behind bars. On
Monday, President Barack
Obama will call for breaking
that cycle of incarceration by
helping former inmates suc-
cessfully re-enter society.
With his visit to a drug

treatment center in Newark,
New Jersey, Obama aims to
boost his ongoing push for
overhauling the criminal
justice system. In rare bi-
partisan fashion, Congress
is considering legislation
cutting sentences for nonvi-
olent drug offenders, but
Obama will seek to force
attention to the plight of-
fenders face once they’re fi-
nally set free.
“Everyone has a role to

play, from businesses that
are hiring ex-offenders to
philanthropies that are sup-
porting education and train-
ing programs,” Obama said
in his weekly address.
Without new laws,

Obama is limited in what he
can to do. For example,
Obama has asked Congress
to “ban the box” — short-
hand for prohibiting the gov-
ernment and its contractors
for asking job applicants
about criminal histories on
applications.
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Bingo starts at 1:30 p.m.
and prizes include purses by
Coach, Miche and Vera
Bradley, Pampered Chef
products and other specialty
gifts.  
“There will be a silent

auction, with great items in-
cluding WVU and Marshall
gifts, Scentsy gift basket,
Custom Corn-hole game and
much more,” Light said.
“There will be some ideal
holiday gifts available.”
For more information,

contact Jennie Barnett at
304-613-7457 or Jody at

304 -472-3033. 
You can also “like” and

watch the Almost Heaven
BBQ Bash Facebook page
for regular updates.
Almost Heaven BBQ

Bash Inc. is a registered
501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion. Proceeds from this
fundraising event will help
defray costs of the 2016
BBQ Bash. A portion of the
net proceeds of the 2016
BBQ Bash will again be do-
nated to Rotary’s Polio Plus
Program to eradicate polio
worldwide.

Losing Tacy is bitter-
sweet, officials said. He will
be sorely missed at the de-
partment, but he deserves the
family time that retirement
will bring.
“He’s committed so much

to this fire department; it’s
hard to see him go,” Edwards

said. “But on the other side
of that is the devotion he has
toward his family. Retire-
ment in that profession
makes you cognizant of the
things you see over the years.
He needs the relaxation and
fun. How can we be sad
about that?”


