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“Trump’s immigration pro-
posals are as dangerous as they
are stunning,” railed amnesty
activist Frank Sharry.
“Trump ... promises to

rescind protections for Dreamers
and deport them. He wants to
redefine the constitutional defi-
nition of U.S. citizenship as cod-
ified by the 14th Amendment.
He plans to impose a moratori-
um on legal immigration.”
While Sharry is a bit hysterical, he is

not entirely wrong. 
For the six-page policy paper, to

secure America’s border and send back
aliens here illegally, released by Trump
last weekend, is the toughest, most
comprehensive, stunning immigration
proposal of the election cycle.
The Trump folks were aided by peo-

ple around Sen. Jeff Sessions who says
Trump’s plan “reestablishes the princi-
ple that America’s immigration laws
should serve the interests of its own cit-
izens.”
The issue is joined, the battle lines

are drawn, and the GOP will debate and
may decide which way America shall
go. And the basic issues — how to
secure our borders, whether to repatri-
ate the millions here illegally, whether
to declare a moratorium on immigration
into the USA — are part of a greater
question.
Will the West endure, or disappear

by the century’s end as another lost civ-
ilization? Mass immigration, if it con-
tinues, will be more decisive in decid-
ing the fate of the West than Islamist
terrorism. For the world is invading the
West.
A wild exaggeration? Consider.
Monday’s Washington Post had a

front-page story on an “escalating rash
of violent attacks against refugees,” in
Germany, including arson attacks on
refugee centers and physical assaults.

Burled in the story was an
astonishing statistic. Germany,
which took in 174,000 asylum
seekers last year, is on schedule
to take in 500,000 this year.
Yet Germany is smaller than
Montana. 
How long can a geographical-

ly limited and crowded German
nation, already experiencing
ugly racial conflict, take in half

a million Third World people every
year without tearing itself apart, and
changing the character of the nation for-
ever?
Do we think the riots and racial wars

will stop if more come?
And these refugees, asylum seekers

and illegal immigrants are not going to
stop coming to Europe. For they are
being driven across the Med by wars in
Libya, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and
Yemen, by the horrific conditions in
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan,
by the Islamist terrorism of the Mideast
and the abject poverty of the sub-
Sahara. According to the U.N., Africa
had 1.1 billion people by 2013, will
double that to 2.4 billion by 2050, and
double that to 4.2 billion by 2100. 
How many of these billions dream

of coming to Europe? When and why
will they stop coming? How many can
Europe absorb without going bankrupt
and changing the continent forever?
Does Europe have the toughness to

seal its borders and send back the
intruders? Or is Europe so morally par-
alyzed it has become what Jean Raspail
mocked in “The Camp of the Saints”?
The blazing issue in Britain and

France is the thousands of Arab and
African asylum seekers clustered about
Calais to traverse the Eurotunnel to
Dover. The Brits are on fire. Millions
want out of the EU. They want to
remain who they are.
Each week we read of boats sinking

in the Med with hundreds of refugees
drowning. Yet many, many more make
it to the Greek and Italian islands, and
thence north to Germany and Scandi-
navia and the welfare states of Western
Europe. Once they step onto EU soil,
they are in.
This unending invasion has called

into existence anti-immigrant and anti-
EU parties in almost every country in
Europe. Few of these parties existed at
the turn of the century. How does this
all end?
“Humankind cannot bear very much

reality,” wrote T. S. Eliot.
Is the West still blind to reality, to

the inevitable future that awaits if the
West does not secure its frontiers and
close its borders to mass immigration?
Peoples of European descent, every-

where they live, have birth rates below
replacement levels. Yet, most live in the
world’s most desirable neighborhoods. 
The great and growing populations

of mankind are in the Third World.
Countless millions are determined to
come to the West, legally if they can,
illegally if they must. And the more
who succeed, the more who come. 
Either Western nations take tough

measures to secure their borders, or the
Western nations will be swamped. The
character of their countries will be
altered forever, and smaller countries
will become unrecognizable. And as
this is happening, ethnic and racial
clashes will become more common, as
they are now becoming across Europe.
“The principle that America’s immi-

gration laws should serve the interests
of its own citizens” is paramount, said
Sen. Sessions.
Sessions is right. America is our

home. We decide who comes in and
who does not, how large the American
family becomes, whom we adopt and
whence they come. It has become the
issue of 2016.

The students at Miami Cen-
tral Senior High frustrated me,
and I frustrated them. The topic
was Ferguson and my opinion
that African-Americans in that
torn-up Missouri city could get
the city government they want
if only they voted in greater
numbers. After all, they are a
clear majority of the popula-
tion.
“It isn’t as simple as you made it

seem,” T’mya wrote. For one thing,
African-Americans in Ferguson “move
a lot so they would have to change
their address and register.”
Ninth-grader Asia noted that “strict

ID laws to vote make it also not easy
for them to vote.”
And Jose cited limits to early vot-

ing. “Certain politicians have made
sure it’s as inconvenient as possible”
for the working poor to vote, he said.
I stand partly corrected. Voting is

not so simple for many poor people as
I seemed to imply. But I do worry that
portraying inconveniences as high bar-
riers can discourage people from even
trying. Inconveniences can be worked
around.
It’s obvious that Republicans are

pushing rules that discourage poor
populations — people who tend to
vote for Democrats — from voting.

And it’s no coincidence that
enormous waits have occurred
at polling places used by poor
people and students, another
largely Democratic voting bloc.
The problem comes in prov-

ing that the rules and long lines
were intended to suppress the
vote. Some cases are blatant,
such as the Texas law requiring
identification for casting a ballot

that may include a concealed-handgun
license but not a student ID or voter
registration card.
Voter suppression usually hides in

fuzziness. Consider the challenge to
North Carolina’s voting law now
before a federal court. Civil rights
groups argue that by shortening the
period for early voting, the 2013 law
was intended to suppress the African-
American vote.
That may well have been the inten-

tion, but try to prove it. North Carolina
counters that the voting law changes
apply to all. Furthermore, some states,
such as New York, don’t allow early
voting at all. No one is charging New
York with suppressing anyone’s vote.
The Miami Central students cor-

rectly noted that poor people tend to
move more often and have to register
to vote with every change of address.
True, but re-registering is necessary

because politicians represent the peo-
ple in their district.
Why don’t the students organize

and urge new voting-age neighbors to
register at their current address? Learn
the valid forms of ID, and help those
without one obtain what they need.
In central Florida, a group called Mi

Familia Vota is greeting new arrivals
from Puerto Rico at supermarkets and
festivals and making sure they register.
Many have complained that Fergu-

son elects its city officials on a date far
removed from the traditional Election
Day. 
This complicates matters for many

poor residents, Isaiah wrote, “because
voting is not held at a time when black
and low-income people are likely to
show up.”
Isaiah is entirely right. But the

immediate remedy would be to publi-
cize the schedule and urge the people
to show up. When they do so in large
numbers, the date will be changed.
Tommie Pierson, pastor at the

Greater St. Mark Family Church in St.
Louis, said after a recent protest march,
“If we’re going to change the system to
work for us, we need to run for office
and vote for ourselves.”
That cuts to the chase. And in the

meantime, inconveniences aren’t
mountains.

In 1935 George Dangerfield
published “The Strange Death of
Liberal England, 1910-1914,” a
vivid account of how Britain’s cen-
ter-left Liberal Party collapsed amid
conflicts it could not resolve. 
The Liberal Party had appeared

impregnable. Its cabinet in 1910
included Herbert Asquith and the
future wartime leaders David Lloyd
George and Winston Churchill. But
after 1910 the party never won an
election again.
What got me thinking about

Dangerfield’s book were political
developments here and in Britain
— the monster crowds flocking to
hear Bernie Sanders on the West
Coast and the likelihood that Jere-
my Corbyn will be elected to head
Britain’s Labour Party.
The Sanders and Corbyn boom-

lets have things in common.
Sanders has long styled himself a
socialist and seeks income redistrib-
ution; Corbyn wants government
ownership of railroads and coal
mines. Both look with favor on 90

percent tax rates. 
Both men are competing

for leadership of parties with
winning electoral records in
the recent past. Democrats
have won four of the last six
presidential elections. Labour
won large majorities in 1997,
2001 and 2005. 
But both candidates repu-

diate the architects of their
parties’ initial victories in the
1990s, Bill Clinton and Tony Blair.
Sanders is not only running against
the architect’s spouse but against his
record. Corbyn has suggested that
Blair be tried for war crimes.
Blair has responded in kind,

charging that Corbyn’s election
would “annihilate” the Labour
Party. Bill Clinton has not com-
mented on Sanders’ campaign, and
we can only speculate on what he
thinks of Hillary’s abandonment of
his third-way politics.
Democrats flirting with Sanders

and comfortable with the current
Clinton can argue that Barack

Obama’s two victories
point to a different, farther-
left majority than Bill Clin-
ton’s center-left gover-
nance. Hillary Clinton
strategists say explicitly that
they hope to duplicate her
former boss’s coalition
rather than her husband’s. 
For Labour, the lurch left-
ward seems more clearly
suicidal. Blair’s successors

as party leaders, Gordon Brown and
Ed Miliband, moved left and lost.
Miliband’s attacks on Conservative
“austerity” resulted in Conserva-
tives gaining seats and, unexpected-
ly, a parliamentary majority. Cor-
byn would go still farther left. How
can we explain the rejection by
American Democrats and British
Labourites of center-left strategies
that recently proved so successful?
One explanation is people are acting
out of principle. Left-wing Democ-
rats and Labourites love to hear can-
didates echo those of their beliefs
that are unpopular with the wider

electorate.
Another is that today these par-

ties have not been chastened by
repeated defeats. Republicans held
the White House for 16 of the 20
years before Bill Clinton won; Con-
servatives held Number 10 Down-
ing Street for 18 years before Blair
did. Partisans were willing to accept
half a loaf in those circumstances.
A third explanation applies

specifically to center-left parties,
including Dangerfield’s Liberals a
century ago. They were bedeviled
by demands from different con-
stituencies which their compromis-
ing tendencies could not assuage.
Britain faced internal violence, Dan-
gerfield argues, when it unexpected-
ly went to war in August 1914.
Parties that are uneasy coalitions

of self-consciously divergent groups
with varying agendas, groups that
consider themselves out of line with
(or oppressed by) the national
majority, are prone to splinter. It’s
hard to keep everyone happy and
onboard. 

In May’s election, the Labour
Party lost Scottish seats to Scots
Nationalists; lost votes to the anti-
immigration UK Independence
Party; and lost Hindus and Sikhs to
the lower-tax Conservatives. 
Democrats face competing

demands from teacher unions, the
poor, protesters and environmental
cultists.
What these constituencies have

in common is an angry rejection of
the center-left political formula that
only recently produced impressive
party victories. The first black presi-
dent was able to corral 51 percent
for re-election and retains enough
loyalty to keep most Democrats
from grumbling.
But the leftward lunge visible at

Sanders rallies and Corbyn hustings
pushes their parties to extreme posi-
tions and splinters what were major-
ity coalitions. The strange death of
the center-left threatens to make
Britain solidly Conservative again
and consign the Democratic Party to
unanticipated minority status.

Issue of The Century

Suppression Hides in Gray Areas

The Strange Death of America’s Center-Left
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Today’s poll: Do you attribute obesity more to lifestyle or
genetics?

Tomorrow: Is it important that the foods you eat be “all-
natural?”
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Genetics: 16% Lifestyle: 84% 

Less than two years after
it occurred, matters regard-
ing the chemical spill in
West Virginia have been
wrapped up. 
The last loose end from

the January 2014 spill that
tainted water used by about
300,000 people was dis-
posed of this week. Freedom
Industries President Gary
Southern pleaded guilty to
pollution charges. He could
be sentenced to as long as
three years in prison.
It was a Freedom Indus-

tries chemical storage tank
along the Elk River at
Charleston that leaked a
toxic chemical into the
stream. Southern was the
last of the company’s execu-
tives to have criminal
charges resolved.
So, check off the line for

“guilty parties punished.”
Investigating how offi-

cials in the affected area han-
dled the emergency? Check.
Public health officials’

declarations the spill proba-
bly resulted in no serious
harm to those who drank
tainted water? Check.

Demands the water com-
pany put better safeguards in
place? Check.
Lawsuits filed? Check.
New laws? Check.
So that’s it. We can all

move on.
Not quite.
Too often, public officials

— and their constituents —
view laws put on the books
in response to disasters to be
sufficient response.
But laws have to be

enforced. And in the case of
the so-called “tank bill”
adopted to regulate large
above-ground storage tanks,
that will require continuing
attention, including adequate
funding and personnel.
Laws against what hap-

pened at Freedom Indus-
tries were already on the
books before the chemical
spill. But damage at the
Freedom Industries facility
went unnoticed by inspec-
tors — and unrepaired by
the company. 
Everyone involved was,

as they say, asleep at the
switch. That simply cannot
be allowed to happen again.

Guard Against
Spill in Future

No one but Brittany Pilk-
ington should be blamed for
the murder of her three
young sons, Logan County,
Ohio, Prosecuting Attorney
William Goslee emphasized
Wednesday. She and she
alone bears the responsibili-
ty, he said after charges were
filed against Pilkington, 23.
If Pilkington, of Belle-

fontaine, is guilty, Goslee
certainly is right. Allegedly,
she suffocated the little boys
because she felt their father
was paying too much atten-
tion to them and not enough
to her and her daughter.
But two of the boys were

killed months ago. The third,
3 months old, had been
taken out of the Pilkington
home by the authorities.
Clearly, someone feared for
his safety.
Last week, however, a

judge ordered the baby
released from protective cus-
tody and returned to his par-
ents. He said there was a
lack of evidence the child
was in danger.
Days later, he was dead.

Goslee was referring to
the law enforcement and
children’s services systems.
Again, he was right to point
out no one in them bears
responsibility for killing the
children.
But that is not the ques-

tion Ohioans should ask. It
is, instead, whether social
services or law enforcement,
including the courts, could
have prevented at least the
youngest child’s death.
Clearly, child protective

services workers tried. They
were, in effect, overruled by
a judge.
Every aspect of how the

case was handled should be
examined in an effort to
learn whether, indeed, the 3-
month-old baby could have
been saved had something
been done differently. More
attention to collecting evi-
dence? Better arguments to
the judge? More expeditious
investigation of the two sib-
lings’ deaths?
Children should not be

left to die after it is known
they are in danger.

Protecting Ohio
Children at Risk
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There’s a lot of good, old-
fashioned common sense to be
found in the West Virginia hills.
Sen. Joe Manchin ought to be
tapping it to make what he has
said is the most difficult decision
of his career in public life.

By his own reckoning, 90-95
percent of West Virginians do
not agree with the direction
Manchin seems to be going in
regard to the proposed agreement with
Iran on nuclear weapons.

But Manchin, D-W.Va., worries that
“if we get this wrong we could light the
fuse for the third world war.” He is still
investigating the issue, he told West
Virginia Press Association members
about aweek ago.But once he gathers all
the information he can, hewill vote as he
believes right, without regard to the
political fallout, he added.

And, he stressed, though he has not
made up his mind yet, he is “leaning
toward” voting in favor of the deal in the
Senate.

A large part of the problem is that
there’s no really good strategy for deal-
ing with Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Economic sanctions have not
stopped the “Death to America” fanatics
in Tehran from proceeding.

But now, President Barack Obama is
trying to persuade us that he and
Secretary of State John Kerry have pro-
duced a sort of peace in our time deal
with the Iranians. It is amulti-nation pro-
posal involving the United States,
Russia, China, Great Britain, Germany
and France on one side and Iran on the

other. Sort of. It already has been
pointed out both the Russians and
Chinese have their own agendas
that do not agree entirely with our
own. Still, Obama insists, the pro-
posed deal will keep Iran from
obtaining nuclear weapons for
about a decade.
Manchin and othermembers of

Congress, who rightly view the
deal as a treaty proposal on which

the Senate should act, are puzzling over
whether to vote in favor of it. A vote
should occur in mid-September — but
Obamaalreadyhas said that if lawmakers
don’t do what he wants, he’ll veto any
legislation that might endanger the pact.

Pros and cons of it are far, far too
complex to even outline here. Suffice it
to say the deal relies a lot on the trust the
lateRonaldReagan used to talk about—
and far too little on the verification he
insisted had to be part of any weapons
control pact.

Like it or not, Manchin has pointed
out, the very fact Obama went along
with a proposal means the situation can-
not return to the status quo. If the United
States rejects the deal, it’s likely all the
other parties will undertake it without us.
That means any international economic
sanctions regime, as ineffective as it has
been, will be history.

On the other hand, Obama has
warned rejection of the deal here could
result in war. He has not explained how
that might happen.

Indeed, however, the Middle East
could become a more dangerous place if
the pact is implemented, especially if the

United States goes along.
The Israelis are very, very worried

about the prospect of a nuclear-armed
Iran. Theymightwell decide to use force
on their own to wreck the program.

And the Saudi Arabians are worried,
too. They havemore than enoughmoney
to develop their own nuclear weapons if
they fear the rest of the world has aban-
doned them to face Tehran.

Manchin has pointed out some of
what he knows about the situation is
classified. He simply can’t talk about it
with his fellowWest Virginians.

But he also has an enormous stock of
information he can share freely. At least
some of it is not common knowledge.

A couple of weeks ago, Manchin
suggested he might hold “town hall”
meetings in West Virginia to discuss the
problem with his constituents. That
would be an excellent idea.

And this week, he appealed to us to
visit his website to read both the entire
text of the Iran deal and a summary of it
(the site is www.manchin.senate.gov).
That, too, is a great idea.

Merely informing constituents does-
n’t help Manchin make his decision,
however. He ought to actively seek his
fellowMountaineers’ help on this one.

Give us the facts, then ask us to give
you our opinions, senator. Frankly, you
won’t find better advisers than your
neighbors — your fellow West
Virginians.

You need good advice, Senator
Manchin. Collectively, we can give it.

Myer can be reached at:
mmyer@theintelligencer.net.

Tapping W.Va. Common Sense

Memories
of a
Newsroom
I miss them. Those iconic

newspaper men and women who
forged an industry out of paper,
manuel typewriters and gallons
of black ink. I happened to turn
on an old movie, “Fools Parade,”
the othermorning
and there she was
— Kitty
J e f f e r s o n
Doepken.
Kitty was part

of a newspaper
era when women
were still defin-
ing their roles.
She was not Lois
Lane, but she was
just as popular. She had a way
with words and people in the
Ohio Valley. If you had the
pleasure of meeting her, you
would know she was quirky in
her looks and writing. Even the
walls of her powder room were
papered with newsprint. It gave
new meaning to “the reading
room.”
She had a role in the movie

“Fools Parade” which captivated
Wheeling and Moundsville resi-
dents who watched and took part
in making the movie here in the
Ohio Valley. Kitty played a bank
secretary, had a few lines and
delivered them with pure believ-
ability. And she could tell a
story.
Kitty worked alongside

Gladys Van Horne who still con-
tributes to writing in her retire-
ment at Elmhurst where she will
pen an article for the facility’s
newsletter. Gladys and Kitty
were as different as day and
night, but the two complemented
each other and the society pages
of yesteryear.
I had the pleasure also of

working alongside Bill Van
Horne, Gladys’ husband. As
sportswriting legends, he and
Nick Bedway taught me all I
needed to know about sports and
horse racing. It was a joy to sit
next to them and witness the
stream of high school, college
and professional sports greats
who graced their door for inter-
views.
The newsroom has always

been filled with characters, some
more boisterous than others. I
was just a kid when Don Daniels
and his “Little Tiger” were part
of the newspaper family. Don
had a sweet spot for kids and
could relate to children as well as
the bookie on the corner. I
likened him to Archie Bunker for
he ventured into subjects that
made editors squirm.Most of the
readers loved him.
Every news parlor has some-

one who makes the staff laugh
and Joe Hoffman filled that bill.
Joe had a joke for every occasion
and put a master’s touch on writ-
ing the daily police reports.
Then there was Harry, my

father. His office was the one
filled with smoke from the filter-
less Raleighs burning in the ash-
tray (before Dr. Mercer helped
clear the air in the newsroom).
On the wall in his office was a
large, framed picture of earth
taken from space. I always
thought that was odd because his
hometown of Wheeling was the
focus of his world. He did what
he could to make it better —
fighting the underworld, pushing
for public swimming pools to
keep kids from swimming and
drowning in the river, and mak-
ing sure our troops were appreci-
ated.
Sometimes when the news-

room is quiet, I sense the pres-
ence of these folks who spent the
better part of their lives up to
their elbows in newsprint. They
set the bar high for the rest of us.
I miss them.

Heather Ziegler can be
reached via email at
hziegler@theintelligencer.net.
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In his new biography "Being
Nixon: A Man Divided," Evan
Thomas concedes a point.
Richard Nixon, he writes, "was
not paranoid; the press and the
'Georgetown set' really were out
to get him."

Carl Bernstein's review found
Thomas' book deficient in its fail-
ure to chronicle the "endemic
criminality" of the Nixon presi-
dency.

Yet, recent revelations suggest that
"endemic criminality" is a phrase that
might well be applied to the newsroom
of The Washington Post when Bob
Woodward and Bernstein worked there.

Consider. In "All the President's
Men," Woodward and Bernstein admit
that, in collusion with Post editors and
with the approval of Post lawyers, they
approached half a dozen Watergate
grand jurors.

Admitting this was a "seedy venture,"
they assured us no grand juror had violat-
ed his or her oath, and they got nothing.

Yet, from recent books by Jeff
Himmelman about Ben Bradlee, Max
Holland about Mark Felt, a.k.a. "Deep
Throat," and Geoff Shepard's "The Real
Watergate Scandal: Collusion,
Conspiracy, and the Plot That Brought
Nixon Down," out today, the truth is oth-
erwise. 

Woodward and Bernstein deceived us
about not breaching the grand jury. 

They had. The source identified in
their book as "Z," a "woman ... in a posi-
tion to have considerable knowledge of
the secret activities of the White House
and CRP [Committee to Re-Elect the
President]" was a grand juror. 

Notes of Bernstein's conversation
with this woman were found by
Himmelman in Bradlee's files. Post edi-
tor Barry Sussman also told Alan Pakula,
who made the movie starring Robert
Redford and Dustin Hoffman, that Carl
had breached the grand jury. What does
this tell us? Woodward and Bernstein
lied for four decades in denying their suc-
cess in breaching the grand jury. And
Bradlee knew they had been lying. 

When Post lawyer E. B. Williams had
his ex parte contact with old friend Judge
John Sirica, to put the fix in and get the
judge not to expose or punish Woodward
and Bernstein, Williams almost surely
knew the reporters were lying. 

In his memoir, Judge Sirica reveals
what he would have done had Bernstein
and Woodward gotten a grand juror to
violate his oath: 

"Had they actually obtained informa-
tion from that grand juror, they would
have gone to jail."

Thus, Woodward and Bernstein, with
the collusion of Post editors and lawyers,
got a grand juror to violate her oath and
spill secrets. Then Bradlee got E. B.
Williams, godfather to Sirica's daughter,
to put the fix in with that compliant

judge, and all of them covered up
the conspiracy. 
While pursuing Nixon, the

"Georgetown set" was hiding the
same sort of mendacities and
obstruction of justice that got
Nixon's men prison time. 
Nor does it stop there.
As we discovered, a decade

ago, "Deep Throat," whose
moniker came from a dirty movie,

was FBI Deputy Director Mark Felt.
In giving Woodward information

from witness testimony to the grand jury,
Felt was violating his oath and engaged
in criminal misconduct, which, exposed,
would have gotten him fired in disgrace
and put in prison, and Woodward impli-
cated as the beneficiary of his crimes.

Woodward and Bernstein benefited
mightily from the fruits of Felt's crimi-
nality, getting a Pulitzer for the Post, and
having their careers made by collusion
with this corrupt civil servant and serial
lawbreaker.

The subtitle of the new paperback of
"All the President's Men" is, "The
Greatest Reporting Story of All Time." 

Excuse me, but how much reporting
does it take to scribble down notes from
Mark Felt telling you who said what to
the grand jury that day? 

This is stenography, not reporting. 
What was Felt's motivation in leaking

grand jury secrets to Woodward? Max
Holland's book "Leak" tells the story.

Felt sought to cast acting FBI Director
Pat Gray, an honorable man, as an
incompetent who could not keep secrets.
This would result in Gray being passed
over for permanent director. With the
FBI top job open, President Nixon would
likely turn to -- Deputy Director Mark
Felt.

Lovely fellow, that Felt. 
Of all the Watergate offenses of the

Nixon White House, the "Huston Plan"
is often called the most terrifying. And
what was the plan worked up by my old
friend Tom Charles Huston in 1970?

After Black Panthers began murder-
ing cops and a Greenwich Village bomb
factory -- where an anti-personnel bomb
was being prepared to massacre noncom-
missioned officers and their dates at a
dance at Fort Dix -- blew up, Huston,
with CIA, National Security Agency and
Defense Intelligence Agency backing,
urged the reinstatement of FBI practices
used from FDR to LBJ.

These included warrantless wiretaps
and surreptitious entries, "black-bag
jobs," to stem the epidemic of terror
bombings. 

Nixon OK'd the plan, but rescinded
his approval five days later after J. Edgar
Hoover's objection.

And who had been in charge of FBI
black-bag jobs in the LBJ era? 

Mark Felt. Maybe when Woodward
met Deep Throat in that garage, Felt was
just casing the place.

Plot to Destroy Nixon
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Today’s poll: Do you attribute obesity more to lifestyle or
genetics?

Tomorrow: Is Hillary Clinton’s email scandal placing her
presidential campaign in jeopardy?

ONLINE POLL
Answer at www.theintelligencer.net

Genetics: 18% Lifestyle: 82% 

Enough. It is time for the
madness to end, before the
American people — all of
us, not just those in energy
resource states — are hurt
badly and irreparably. 
President Barack Obama

and his Environmental
Protection Agency have
schemed for years to close
most, if not all, the nation’s
coal-fired power plants.
But Obama had encour-

aged a belief that reasonably
priced electricity from coal
could be replaced with
power generated from natu-
ral gas. Though pricier than
coal as a power station fuel,
gas at least is reliable and not
as exorbitantly costly as
some of the president’s sug-
gested “alternatives.” 
Outside coal states such

as West Virginia and Ohio,
many Americans decided
that if gas could replace coal,
it might be all right to go
along with the president.
Then he made the “clean

air” plan public — and
revealed it is aimed not only
at killing coal, but at limiting
gas-fired power plants to
about the number in opera-
tion now. That would result
in an enormous lack of gen-
erating capacity.
Obama knows the gap

could not be eliminated by
using “alternatives” such as
solar and wind power. Only
one source of electricity —
nuclear power plants —
could provide the base-load
generating capacity needed
to replace coal and supple-
ment the existing supply of
gas-fired power stations.

And the president knows
concern about nuclear power
is widespread.
So his scheme is simply

impossible to implement. 
Yet Obama continues to

force his agenda down
Americans’ throats — per-
haps in the hope it will
ensure the death of reason-
ably priced electricity in our
country. If that happens, the
economy everywhere will be
damaged — but particularly
in coal- and gas-rich states.
Then, last week, the EPA

dropped the proverbial straw
that broke the camel’s back
— new restrictions on the
gas and oil industries,
allegedly to reduce methane
emissions. That will drive
prices up for both petroleum
and natural gas.
Even in areas such as

California and New
England, where the idea of
killing coal brought cheers,
higher prices for gas and oil
will be detrimental.
At least Obama has done

the nation a service during
the past few weeks: The utter
madness of his strategy has
been laid out in detail for
those willing to analyze it.
Most people in our states

have understood that for
years. Our task now is to
spread the word — to
Michigan and Florida, South
Carolina and California,
Maine and Colorado and
everywhere else people
thought they were safe from
what they were told was a
“war on coal.”
It is much worse than that

— and they are not safe.

Spread Energy
Crisis Alarm

Rainfall that hit our area
Tuesday, as much as 3 inch-
es in two hours, was unusual.
It was far from unprecedent-
ed, however — and some-
thing like it will occur again.
It is only a matter of time.
When another big storm

occurs, there will be flooding
in some areas of Wheeling.
On Tuesday, some number
of homes in Elm Grove,
Woodsdale and other areas
were affected by high water.
Wheeling Mayor Andy

McKenzie already has asked
city residents and business
owners to report flooding
that affected them. The idea
is to learn how extensive the
problem is and what needs to
be done about it.
In some cases, inadequate

storm drainage is to blame.
Remedying that will be
expensive. Still, it is some-

thing municipal officials
should be planning to do.
But some flooding result-

ed from water backed up in
small streams by debris and
silt-reduced channels. It has
been suggested the city
should dredge some stream
beds to alleviate that.
That may be difficult,

Public Works Director
Russell Jebbia told our
reporter. State Department of
Environmental Protection
rules are to blame, he noted.
They have made it increas-
ingly difficult for the city to
dredge streams during recent
years.
Call us environmentally

insensitive, but what is the
justification for limits on
removing silt, tree branches,
rocks and other debris from
streams? DEP officials
should rethink their rules.

Rethink Stream
Dredging Limits
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Talk to us:
To offer feedback call 304-233-0100 and

ask for the editorial department. Readers
can also comment at our Web site at
www.theintelligencer.net. Registration is required.

Write to us:
Letters to the Editor
1500 Main St.
Wheeling, WV 26003

Use Virtual Newsroom:
Go to our Internet site,

at www.theintelligencer.net
Use the Virtual Newsroom button and follow

instructions for submitting letters.

Q: The pace of life has hit high gear
with school now in full swing. With the
kids’ endless activities and homework
requirements, I sometimes wonder if they
should have the added burden of doing
chores. What do you think?

Jim: My own feeling is that children
ought to perform certain tasks around the
house simply because they are part of the
family. Yes, it’s important for families to
prioritize and manage schedules so that life
isn’t harried and out of balance for kids or
their parents. But depriving children of the
opportunity to grow through domestic con-
tributions isn’t the best place to cut cor-
ners.

Unfortunately, some parents decide it’s
easier to do the work themselves. That’s
especially true if the kids are uncoopera-
tive, and getting them involved becomes a
chore all its own. My wife and I have had
moments ourselves when we’ve wondered
if it was worth all the trouble — but we
never entertain the idea for
long. As parents of two
young, maturing boys,
we’ve realized that house-
hold chores represent some
of the most significant
opportunities to prepare
them for adulthood.

For younger kids, sim-
ple tasks like picking up
toys or making the bed can
be an ideal way to build
self-confidence. When a toddler success-
fully completes small jobs they’re given,
they feel good about themselves, and
they’ll want to take on even bigger chal-
lenges. That’s a quality they’ll need as
they move through their elementary
school years.

If you have an older child, you’ve
probably encountered a different scenario.
As children enter adolescence, helping
Mom and Dad around the house loses its
luster. Nevertheless, parents shouldn’t
give in to complaining too quickly.
Emptying a dishwasher may seem
insignificant, but even mundane tasks can
help teens develop the maturity they’ll
need as adults to do what needs to be done.

∫∫∫
Q: I want to be able to allow my adoles-

cent children to watch movies other than
just G-rated fare. But it seems like most of
what’s out there is full of language that I
don’t want my kids adopting as part of
their lexicon or viewing as acceptable.
What’s your opinion regarding whether to
permit teens to view a film that contains
swear words, and how should I approach
this with my kids?

Bob Waliszewski, Director, Plugged-
In: My book, “Plugged-In Parenting,”
explores this challenge in greater detail
than space permits here. It’s a tough ques-
tion, and I’m certain my answer will be
controversial among caring parents. That
said, my decisions with my own kids were
guided by two thoughts that you may want
to keep in mind: 1) not every profanity is
equally offensive, and 2) films that contain
unsavory language can still be worthwhile
and redeeming overall.

Consider the film “Akeelah and the
Bee,” an inspirational story about a young
girl who overcomes great odds to make it
to the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
While I wish the film were totally free of
profanity, it does contain one s-word.
Personally, I’d let my children 12 or older
see “Akeelah” and similarly uplifting
motion pictures. Of course, I’d feel quite
different if the same film contained a cou-
ple of f-bombs and/or misused God’s
name. But in my opinion, most teenagers
can navigate through an occasional mild
profanity — even an s-word — in enter-
tainment without it becoming a stumbling
block.

Ultimately, the best solution is to
watch or stream films that have been edit-
ed for family viewing by such companies
as ClearPlay.com. This eliminates seeing
most movies in a theater, but considering
how quickly films wind up on DVD, for
most movies it seems worth the wait.

Chores an
Important
Lesson for Kids

Fax us:
304-232-1399

JIM
DALY

WHAT OUR ONLINE READERS ARE SAYING
(www.theintelligencer.net)

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY

Health Dept. Urges Caution on River
From Friday’s Headlines

∫ daWraith — Nothing like some
Wellsburg sewage to feed the
algae. Ummmh Ummmh
UmmmmmmmmH!

∫ mikeyd— maybe just like our
water department,the sanitation
plant workers forgot to test the
water[for three years].anybody
overseeing these people?three
years with no water testing is piti-
ful.i'm sure that these people
cashed their pay-
checks.politicians.we have no clue
as to what we have been drinking.

∫ rightiswrong — id like .This

has to do with the hot temps.You
know like climate change.Bigmike
is waiting for climate change.It's
here BM.
Rat would rather drink this water
than his bath water. Drink up
rat.You are what you drink.
Hottest July on record. Maybe
next year we will break it again.
P.S, Thanks W. Va.

∫ UNCOMMONSENSE —
EVERY time there is a hard rain,
hundreds of THOUSANDS of gal-
lons of HUMAN sewage flows
directly into the river
Communities all up and down the

Ohio river dump their human
waste into the river when their
sewage treatment plants become
overwhelmed
And since MOST communities
like Wheeling and Weirton pull
their DRINKING water directly
from the river, this is a huge con-
cern
Many places like Valley grove for
example raw sewage has legally
flowed directly into wheeling
creek for decades
So in many ways, we are still no
further advanced than third world
countries when it comes to clean
drinking water sources

Obama Seems To Target W.Va.
FromWednesday’s Headlines

∫ thetruthforonce—We're not
paranoid are we? Of course not.
We KNOW he's out to get us.

∫ wvhoopie—Could it be that WV
pollution is the problem? That the

poisons put into the air from WV
coal give people cancer and birth
defects? No, it is better to be para-
noid. LOL

∫ JoAnnWillians—He might just

be looking out for peoples health.
Ever think of that?

∫ Rickshaw—If not, focus
President Obama, It's long over-
due..long overdue.

VALLEY VIEWPOINT
We asked: Do you think the political season for the presidental race starts

too early?
And they answered:

Alicia Scott
Wheeling
Bartender

I think it is a fair
amount of time to

give people time to
weigh all the issues.

Austin Kinser
Wheeling

Retail
I don't think it starts

too soon. The general
population would be

too overwhelmed with
information if it was

done in a shorter time
frame.

Charlie Eldridge
Martins Ferry

Restaurant Kitchen
Employee

I think they need a lot
of time to cover all the

issues properly.

John Barbaley
Wheeling

City Employee
I think it starts too

soon and the candi-
dates spend way too

much money.

Pat Jacobson
Wheeling

Artist
I think it starts far too

early. It's all about the
issues that will get

them elected and not
about the real issues
facing our country.

WesBanco Arena Patrons Soon To Have New Seats in Wheeling
From Thursday’s Headlines

∫ VincentVega — LIKE RE-
STACKING THE CHAIRS ON THR
TITANIC?
Should the goal should be to fill the
seats, not replace them?

∫ rightiswrong — I’m buying one
of the old seats to set in with my
popcorn while watching the next
comic relief, The republican debate.

∫ daWraith — New seats to watch
what ?
{ . . . . crickets . . . . . . .}

Do you attribute obesity more to lifestyle or genetics?
From Thursday’s Poll Questions

∫ wvhoopie — It's all about
calories in, calories out. If you
put more calories into your body
than it will burn in a day, you
will get fat. Get off your butt and
move. Calories are the bottom
line.

∫ ShepHoward— Genetics do
play into this a bit, but mostly

over eating. You simply can't
take in 6-7,000 calories a day of
processed food and sugar drinks
and think it's anything else.

∫ ValleyGrl54 — Take a look at
the meal styles and lifestyle of
the 60's and 70's when most peo-
ple and kids were average size-
compare with obesity now.

There's the answer!

∫ atoddh — folks:the sugar and
fat in most American food/diets
are VERY addictive.read the
labels.you will find sugar in
almost everything.The saturated
fat-and trans fats- in fast food is
stupendous.The USA diet has
become toxic.
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PATS ON THE BACK:

“Are you sure?” I asked my
daughter before writing this col-
umn. “Yes,” she said resolutely.

Veronica is profoundly grate-
ful for all the prayers, kindness
and advice from strangers,
friends and family alike that she
received earlier this summer
when I first told you about her
plight. We hope sharing the rest
of her story can help pay it for-
ward in some way.

In May, she
stopped breath-
ing normally.
Describing the
condition in
words cannot
a d e q u a t e l y
capture how
torturous it
was: She felt
“air hunger”
with every
inhalation. At
first, it looked
and sounded like a gentle sigh.
But the small gasps soon mor-
phed into a horrible “stridor,” up
to 30 to 40 times a minute, every
minute, every hour, every day.

As we faced agonizingly
long wait times to see doctors,
we turned to crowdsourcing and
CrowdMed.com. We heard
from many other parents of chil-
dren with mystery ailments and
chronic illnesses on similar all-
consuming searches for answers.
Was it anxiety? Vocal cord dys-
function? A pulmonary
embolism? Lyme disease? Food
allergies?

The days and weeks passed
in slow motion. Veronica
remained bedridden. She lost
sleep. She lost friends. She felt
“like a zombie” and battled
“brain fog.” An aspiring doctor,
she had to quit her volunteer job
at a local hospital’s oncology
ward. Instead, she spent the sum-
mer as a patient in a blur of med-
ical clinics and diagnostic labs.

Some of the more creative
interventions were cause for
amusement — inhaling helium
and blowing bubbles, for exam-
ple. And then there were the
drugs. The ones that made her
gain weight and lose weight. The
ones that gave her heart palpita-
tions and hyperactivity. The ones
that caused painful backaches,
scary tremors, intermittent
numbness, fainting and memory
loss.

In the end, the “mainstream”
medications she was prescribed
did little to nothing to alleviate
the gasping episodes. (What
eventually did provide relief is
an entirely separate story.)

Two months after the daily
daymares started, in early July,
Veronica was finally weaned off
the last of her “traditional” meds.
The gasping episodes waned,
but never disappeared. Instead,
they morphed into an extreme
combination of other motor and
vocal tics: blinking, eye-rolling,
grimacing, throat-clearing,
coughing, neck-stretching and
head-jerking. We had seen some
of these symptoms when she
was younger, but never so
severe. Now, the dots were all
connected. After hoping and
praying for an easy cure, a quick
fix or a magic pill for our bright
and beautiful 15-year-old girl,
we embraced what several hun-
dreds of thousands of families
across the country confront
every day with every breath:

This is what Tourette syn-
drome looks like.

When she’s in an enclosed
space, like an elevator or a quiet
classroom, Veronica feels suffo-
cated. Strong odors, loud noises
or rude people can trigger an
uncontrollable wave of ticking.
Even if she’s able to temporarily
suppress the “urge,” some form
of tic comes back with a
vengeance later. There are other
“comorbidities”: migraines and
OCD. She is still fighting chron-
ic fatigue.

Like other Tourette kids,
Veronica wants people to know
that it’s not a “cursing disease,”
as Hollywood and YouTube
have mercilessly mocked the
syndrome. It’s not something
you do on purpose.

Many TS kids are fortunate
enough to outgrow their symp-
toms. Many more do not. As
soccer star Tim Howard, who
was diagnosed with TS in ele-
mentary school, wrote in his
autobiography last year, “TS
looks different in everyone who
has it — I’ve heard it called a
‘fingerprint condition,’ and
that’s exactly right. No two peo-
ple have the same case.”

There are good days, bad
days and still a whole lot of
uncertain days. But knowing that
there are families with children
suffering far worse, we are grate-
ful for every day.

While most students dread
going back to school, she wanted
more than anything else to return
to the classroom with her peers.
In her math period, she told me
last week, she started gasping
loudly. Dozens of pairs of eyes
fixed on her. She excused her-
self, listened to some soothing
music on her iPhone in a rest-
room for a few minutes and
bravely walked back into class.

“Are you sure you still want
to do this?” I asked.

“Yes,” she said resolutely.

Populist Revolt Is Only
In Its Beginning Stages

Michelle
Malkin

It is that sane and glorious time
when the nation’s capital dispenses
its human cargo to places of origin
and locations of respite.

“I don’t know why everyone
leaves,” I remarked to my neigh-
bor. “There’s so much great park-
ing.” (Don’t muddle; it’s a joke.)

There is, indeed, great parking,
as well as less traffic. With the
political contingent largely gone,
the Hill is as quiet as a morning
after and “normal” people are din-
ing out.

Most awesome: One has time to think.
August, often viewed as the end of

things — summer, vacation, camp and
children underfoot — marks for
Washingtonians the arrival of peace. The
usual, rapid chatter becomes a low, slow
hum. Fewer sirens stab the air and the ever-
present helicopters finally buzz off.

In this near-sudden silence, one realizes
that Washington is more often Fallujah
than Paris — a war zone where armies of
reporters, pundits and politicos wage war
with words in theaters of green rooms and
bunkers of makeup.

What’s that sound? Ah, cicadas. Would
that Washington would burrow beneath the
toil of urgent matters and keep quiet for
years at a time. August is good for dream-
ing, too.

Look at me. I buried the lede and almost
forgot everyone’s favorite part of all:
Journalists leave town, too. When the three
branches of government shutter the win-
dows and lock the doors, what’s left to do?

(The car-alarm coverage of Donald
Trump may provide a hint.)

Alas, where Trump goes, the media go.
Rumor has it he’s heading to Iowa so it’s
off to the Hawkeye State we go. One morn-
ing, “Meet the Press’” Chuck Todd was
reporting from the Iowa State Fairgrounds
in a groundhoggian image of what these
days we call “authentic.” The real people of
America will soon enough let us know
what they think of all this and that.

Personally, I wonder what they think of
all those Trump buses stationed in Wal-
Mart parking lots around the state — sans
The Donald? For Trump, you see, Being
There isn’t actually required. The name is
all.

Look, Trump’s in town! Even when he’s
not, really. When he does materialize, equal
parts Liberace and P.T. Barnum, folks will

show up if only to lay eyes on the
real McCoy. Will Trump press the
flesh? What a disgusting thought
for a reputed germaphobe. Will he
kiss babies, those messy little bun-
dles of orificial emissions?

Such are the musings of an
August morn — and a clear indica-
tion that my own vacation begins in
just a few sentences more. For your
indulgence and patience, I will
share a secret I’ve kept mostly to
myself the past year or so. It has to
do with my absence for several

months last summer and fall, which some
of you may have noticed. If not, you are
forgiven.

My syndicate issued an explanation to
my then-500 papers that I’d had an acci-
dent and would be taking a break to recov-
er. I wasn’t eager to share the details for
reasons that will become apparent.
Basically, I slipped and fell down a steep
staircase in May 2014, which resulted in a
concussion — more aptly named a trau-
matic brain injury — that put me out of
work and circulation. It was, indeed, trau-
matic, as well as terrifying. Thanks to
months of therapy and many helping hands,
it is over.

My mentioning it now has to do with two
things: One, I’m back to my old self, more
or less. My goal was to return to two
columns a week and to reappear on news
shows before I admitted that for a long time
I didn’t know who I was. My editors, Alan
Shearer with the Washington Post Writers
Group, and Fred Hiatt, editorial page editor
of the Washington Post, were both anchor
and sail, keeping the boat afloat and buoy-
ing my spirits until the brain had finished its
business.

Two, I’m about to enjoy time off that I
can consciously experience. Last year, I
had bought a book titled “No Time to
Think.” And then suddenly I could neither
read nor think. This time, I can and shall do
both.

I will also continue work on a book I’m
writing about what happened to me. My
hope is that others might benefit from what
I experienced and from what I learned
about friends and family, seasons and time,
rhythms and essence.

It was quite a trip, about which more to
come — in good time.

Meanwhile, enjoy the cicadas —
because you can.

Pausing to Really Enjoy
Life — While You Can

A new chapter in American pol-
itics has begun.

Millions of Americans on the
right and left have lost faith in their
political parties, their government
and even the economic system.
Only 1 in 4 Americans are satisfied
with the way things are going.

Policy experts will offer various
arguments why at least some of
these people are wrong to feel this
way, but the discontented will not
tolerate arguments that amount to
“don’t believe your lying eyes —
or wallets.” In politics, feelings are more
important than hard numbers.

Consider immigration. I still believe that
immigration is a net benefit for America,
but those benefits aren’t felt uniformly
throughout society. Obviously, immigra-
tion is a huge boon to the immigrants them-
selves, something nobody disputes.
Employers, whether in the tech sector or in
agriculture, also reap disproportionate
rewards. But for the typical consumer, the
positive effects (cheaper food, construction,
software, etc.) are hard to tie to the causes
(the importation of cheaper labor).

Meanwhile, the negative effects seem
all too apparent, at least for many
Americans. This is true not just for people
who believe, accurately or not, that their
wages are lower and jobs are more scarce
because of immigration (legal and illegal),
but also for people who dislike the cultural
disruptions that come with millions of non-
English-speaking migrants pouring into the
country.

Similarly, free trade has been an enor-
mous boon to American consumers, but it
doesn’t feel like it, particularly to the work-
ers who lost good jobs they’ll never
replace.

Add in the very understandable impres-
sion that the government is lying about —
and incompetent at — taking these prob-
lems seriously, and you have the perfect
preconditions for a populist backlash. And
that’s exactly what we are seeing.

On the left, Sen. Bernie Sanders of
Vermont is unapologetic about his socialist
views. He offers a searing indictment of
modern capitalism and vows to “transform”
the country.

On the right, Donald Trump, the GOP
front-runner, is equally unapologetic about,
well, everything, but in particular his

nationalism. He lacks the vernacu-
lar of your standard nationalist, but
the message comes through. He
boasts that he is “the most militaris-
tic person” in the world. His
favorite national security idea is to
build a wall — and to punitively
make Mexico pay for it. His second
favorite idea is to use the U.S. mil-
itary to take Middle Eastern oil at
gunpoint (30 years ago, he wanted
to seize Iranian oil; now it’s Iraq’s
oil where it’s under the control of
Islamic State).

In his immigration plan, which is not the
joke many of its critics claim, one of his
core principles reads: “A nation that does
not serve its own citizens is not a nation.
Any immigration plan must improve jobs,
wages and security for all Americans.”

The first part is nonsense. A great many
nations do not serve their own citizens; no
one would seriously argue that North Korea
or Panama aren’t nations. But the second
part taps into a very real perception about
the moment we are in. Millions of people
are convinced that the system is rigged
against them. We constantly hear that
income inequality is our greatest problem,
and yet the Democrats insist there is essen-
tially no downside to ever more poor peo-
ple coming here legally or illegally.
Republicans concede that illegal immigra-
tion is a problem, but they have proven
feckless at fixing it.

What is fascinating is that though
Sanders and Trump couldn’t be more dif-
ferent culturally, their programs overlap a
great deal. “What right-wing people in this
country would love is an open-border poli-
cy,” Sanders said recently. “Bring in all
kinds of people, work for $2 or $3 an hour,
that would be great for them. I don’t believe
in that.” Trump’s immigration paper states
that “real immigration reform puts the
needs of working people first — not
wealthy globe-trotting donors.”

Trump has said that there’s little day-
light between them on the issue of trade,
while Sanders has praised Trump’s favor-
able statements on single-payer health care.

The establishments of both parties have
proved pitifully inept in fending off their
respective nationalist and socialist insur-
gencies. I suspect they’ll eventually suc-
ceed. But I also suspect this is not the end
of the challenge, merely the beginning.

Kathleen
Parker

Ohio County students
did well on a new stan-
dardized test, at least in
comparison to state aver-
ages. But that simply is not
good enough — especially
given the abysmal per-
formances of many other
West Virginia schools.

A story and accompany-
ing chart beginning on
page one of today’s news-
paper provide the details.
They involve how Ohio
County students in grades
3-11 performed on what
state officials call the
“Smarter Summative”
standardized tests earlier
this year.

State education officials
seemed pleased a few
weeks ago when they
released some results of
the testing. They noted that
in some cases, West
Virginia students scored
better than expected.

Expectations must have
been very low.
Unacceptably low, in fact.

But as we emphasized a
week ago, state test-score
averages are largely irrele-
vant to many West
Virginians. We need to
know how our counties
and our individual schools
perform.

Some Ohio County
schools did well in the test-
ing — again, in compari-

son to state averages. But
that bar was set very, very
low.

For example, Wheeling
Park High School 11th
graders’ mathematics
scores on the test indicated
that the percentage of stu-
dents with “proficient”
results was much better
than the state average.

But just 20 percent of
the 16,946 Mountain State
11th graders taking the test
scored at the “proficient”
level. WPHS’s 32 percent
easily beat that — but
there is no way that level
of proficiency can be
called a victory.

Think about it: Fewer
than one-third of WPHS
11th graders scored “profi-
cient” in mathematics.

Similar results can be
seen at other grade levels
in other schools, in both
English and math testing.

But here’s the scary
part: Yes, this is a new test
— but its results mirror
similar assessments going
back many years.

Clearly, Ohio County
education administrators
and the board of education
— who have seemed to
find controversy on a vari-
ety of matters during the
past few months — need
to stop their bickering and
address the problem.

∫ To the hundreds of
people who participated in
the annual Ohio County
Relay for Life event last
weekend in Wheeling
Park. The event raises
funds to help combat can-
cer, recognizes those bat-
tling the disease and pro-
vides education on it.

∫ To Ohio Department
of Commerce officials
who moved swiftly and
decisively after hearing
complaints 34 workers at

a steel firm located at the
old Ormet plant in
Hannibal had not been
paid in months.
Unfortunately, the plant’s
workers now have been
locked out of the facility.
But the ODC, after a six-
week probe, has ordered
the workers be paid.
Meanwhile, the U.S.
Department of Labor said
it could take six months
for them to investigate the
problem.

A second interchange to
route motorists visiting
The Highlands off of and
onto Interstate 70 clearly is
needed. To both deal with
congestion at the giant
retail center and improve
safety on I-70, the project
ought to be undertaken
soon.

Ohio County commis-
sioners already have com-
mited to helping with the
cost of new on/off ramps at
The Highlands. That cost-
sharing plan should make
the project attractive to the
West Virginia Division of
Highways.

But it “is not even on
the radar,” DOH
spokesman Brent Walker
told our reporter last week.
The DOH simply does not
have the funds needed to

begin work. The Highlands
proposal is not included in
the DOH’s six-year plan.

Funding problems are
nothing new for the DOH
— and they are quite seri-
ous. As we have urged
repeatedly, state officials
need to find a long-term
solution for that.

In the meantime, really
important highway and
bridge projects are lan-
guishing. In the case of
The Highlands, lack of
another interchange could
hamper development —
preventing growth in the
economy and creation of
new jobs.

That economic compo-
nent should prompt DOH
officials to take another
look at the Ohio County
proposal.

Students throughout our
area benefit enormously
from the presence of profes-
sional law enforcement per-
sonnel, often referred to as
resource officers, in their
schools. But as so often is
the case, a program that got
off the ground with encour-
agement and funding from
Washington now seems to
be viewed with less favor
there.

Wheeling officials were
happy to announce a few
days ago that they had
received a $40,000 federal

grant to help cover costs for
resource officers in four
schools.

But that is less than 20
percent of the tab for the
program. In Ohio County, as
is true elsewhere, local gov-
ernment and the school sys-
tem must cover the rest.

They should continue to
do so, even as they are
tempted to reduce resource
officer funding to free funds
for other priorities. The offi-
cers are a critical part of the
education process and
should be retained.

Local Test Scores
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Tourette
Syndrome

Jonah
Goldberg

New Interchange
An Economic Issue

Ensure Schools Have
Resource Officers
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When Democratic presidential candidates
have campaigned in Los Angeles, it has usu-
ally been around a private fundraising event
featuring Barbra Streisand or Steven Spiel-
berg or George Clooney— or some combi-
nation of the three. What it has not been
about— especially some 15 months before
Election Day— is a long-shot, underdog
candidate’s drawing a crowd of 27,500,
which socialist Sen. Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont did, energizing enough people
to more than fill the Los Angeles
Memorial Sports Arena (right after
he, in the preceding two days,
attracted throngs of 28,000 and
15,000, respectively, in Portland
and Seattle).
Let me assure you that candidate

crowds are not, unlike sunsets and
thunderstorms, natural occurrences.
Large crowds are anything but spon-
taneous; they have to be organized.
Traditionally, to “build a crowd” for
a candidate’s appearance, there has
been a basic political rule: If your candidate
is speaking in a hall that holds 500 people,
be certain that you will have a crowd of 750.
To do so, that used to mean recruiting dozens
of volunteers running phone banks to invite
several times that many, often providing free
transportation and free food, as well as enter-
tainment. This meant spending a lot of hours
and more than a few dollars.
Why all this effort? The size and response

of the crowd can determine the candidate’s
press coverage. The last opening sentence
any campaign ever wants to hear is, “Speak-
ing to a half-filled high-school auditorium...”
An unexpectedly large, enthusiastic crowd
— exactly like the ones Sanders alone, of all
the 2016 candidates, is regularly pulling—
all but guarantees positive media reports. In
addition, big crowds, beyond arousing voter-
s’ interest, can convince a skeptical press
corps or political
world that a previous-
ly discounted cam-
paign needs to be
taken seriously.
Of course, online

communication
streamlines contempo-
rary voter contacts. A
week before a Sanders
rally, aWeb page
appears. Invitations
are sent, and RSVPs
are requested. But

though methods and mechanics change and
improve, politics is still fundamentally about
the message and the messenger.
Bernie Sanders, his growing legion of

supporters would concede, is no matinee idol
and does not hide his 73 years. He doesn’t
look to have wasted time on his personal
appearance, and he definitely buys off the
rack. He does not offer the optimism that
characterized both John F. Kennedy and

Ronald Reagan or the eloquence of
an Adlai Stevenson.
No, what Sanders gives you is

his unvarnished take on the truth.
To the hedge fund royalty and the
private-equity princes, he
announces: “You can’t have it all.
You cannot get huge tax breaks
when millions of kids go to bed
hungry. ... You cannot hide your
profits in the Cayman Islands and
Bermuda. You will pay your fair
share.” Audiences understand
when Sanders declaims that uncon-

trolled campaign financing— with admit-
ted individual contributions of $10 million
to a candidate— because of the Supreme
Court’s 2010 no-limits Citizens United
decision has “totally corrupted” this nation
founded on “government by the people.”
In the most recent campaign reports,

Sanders and Republican neurosurgeon Ben
Carson are the only two candidates who have
raised more than 80 percent of their funds
from contributions of $200 or less. If citizens
cheering in the Sanders crowds decide to
contribute, say, $25 or $50 each, then you
could have a new narrative for the 2016
presidential contest. This really could be
David against all the Goliaths in both parties
— the last, best chance to take back the
American government from big money. This
is why the big 2015 Sanders crowds could
really count.

Sanders a Chance to Take
Politics Back From the Rich

Claim About Birthright
Citizenship Incorrect

“This was not a subject that was on any-
body’s mind until I brought it up at my
announcement.”—Donald Trump, on
immigration, Republican debate, Aug. 6.
Not on anyone’s mind? For years, immi-

gration has been the subject of near-constant,
often bitter argument within the GOP. But it
is true that Trump has brought the debate to a
new place— first, with his
announcement speech, about
whether Mexican migrants are really
rapists, and now with the somewhat
more nuanced Trump plan.
Much of it— visa tracking, E-

Verify, withholding funds from
sanctuary cities— predates Trump.
Even building the Great Wall is not
particularly new. (I, for one, have
been advocating that in this space
since 2006.) Dominating the discus-
sion, however, are his two policy
innovations: (a) abolition of
birthright citizenship and (b) mass
deportation.

Birthright citizenship.
If you are born in the United States, you

are an American citizen. So says the 14th
Amendment. Barring some esoteric and radi-
cally new jurisprudence, abolition would
require amending the Constitution. Which
would take years and great political effort.
And make the GOP anathema to Hispanic-
Americans for a generation.
And for what? Birthright citizenship is a

symptom, not a cause. If you regain control of
the border, the number of birthright babies
fades to insignificance. The time and energy it
would take to amend the Constitution are far
more usefully deployed securing the border.
Moreover, the real issue is not the

birthright babies themselves, but the chain
migration that follows. It turns one baby into
an imported village.
Chain migration, however, is not a consti-

tutional right. It’s a result of statutes and reg-
ulations. These can be readily changed. That
should be the focus, not a quixotic constitu-
tional battle.

Mass deportation.
Last Sunday, Trump told NBC’s Chuck

Todd that all illegal immigrants must leave
the country. Although once they’ve been
kicked out, we will let “the good ones” back
in.
On its own terms, this is crackpot. Would-

n’t you save a lot just on Mayflower moving
costs if you chose the
“good ones” first—
before sending
SWAT teams to turf
families out of their
homes, loading
them on buses and
dumping them on
the other side of the
Rio Grande?
Less frivolously,

it is estimated by the
conservative Ameri-

can Action Forum that mass deportation
would take about 20 years and cost about
$500 billion for all the police, judges, lawyers
and enforcement agents— and bus drivers!
— needed to expel 11 million people.
This would all be merely ridiculous if it

weren’t morally obscene. Forcibly evict 11
million people from their homes? It can’t

happen. It shouldn’t happen. And,
of course, it won’t ever happen. But
because it’s the view of the Republi-
can front-runner, every other candi-
date is now required to react. So
instead of debating border security,
guest-worker programs and sanctu-
ary cities—where Republicans are
on firm moral and political ground
— they are forced into a debate
about a repulsive fantasy.
Which, for the Republican Party,

is also political poison. Mitt Rom-
ney lost the Hispanic vote by 44
points and he was advocating only

self-deportation. Now the party is discussing
forced deportation.
It is not just Hispanics who will be alienat-

ed. Romney lost the Asian vote, too. By 47
points. And many non-minorities will be
offended by the idea of rounding up 11 mil-
lion people, the vast majority of whom are
law-abiding members of their communities.
Donald Trump has every right to advance

his ideas. He is not to be begrudged his mas-
terly showmanship, his relentless candor or
his polling success. I strongly oppose the idea
of ostracizing anyone from the GOP or the
conservative movement. On whose authori-
ty? Let the people decide.
But that is not to say he should be exempt

from scrutiny. If you are a conservative
alarmed at the country’s direction and com-
mitted to retaking theWhite House, you
should be concerned about what Trump’s
ascendancy is doing to the chances of that
happening.
The Democrats’ presumptive candidate is

flailing badly. Republicans have an unusually
talented field with a good chance of winning
back the presidency. Do they really want to
be dragged into the swamps— right now, on
immigration— that will make that prospect
electorally impossible?
Yes, I understand. The anger, the frustra-

tion, etc., that Trump is channeling. But how
are these alleviated by yelling “I’mmad as
hell”— and electing Hillary Clinton?

Trump’s Crackpot Ideas
Helping Hillary Clinton

Louis Stokes Indeed
Had Quite a Story to Tell

THE

LEFT’S
TURN

THE

RIGHT’S
TURN

ONLY

ONLY

After weeks of hurling nothing but insults
at others while proclaiming he’s America’s
savior, Donald Trump has finally issued his
first policy paper: Immigration Reform That
Will Make America Great Again.
It’s short on substance, but the few con-

crete proposals he makes would wreak havoc
on the economy, wreck lives and make gov-
ernment costlier and more intrusive.
But worst of all, Trump’s propos-

al to eliminate birthright citizenship
is downright un-American. I will
have more to say on other parts of
Trump’s plan in future columns, but
for now, let’s look at his proposal to
reverse birthright citizenship.
Trump says birthright citizenship

“remains the biggest magnet for ille-
gal immigration,” without, as is his
wont, adding any evidence to sup-
port it.
There’s a reason Trump offers no

evidence: because it contradicts his
claim. The hysteria and misinformation
prevalent on the right imagine hordes of
pregnant Mexican women camped out on the
border just waiting to cross and give birth to
newly minted American citizens at U.S. tax-
payer expense. But the facts show otherwise.
An analysis of census data reveals that

among births to illegal immigrant mothers in
2009-2010, 91 percent had been in the
country for at least two years, and two-thirds
had arrived at least five years before giving
birth.
Illegal immigrants come here to work, not

to “drop anchor babies,” an ugly term used to
refer to innocent children.
The question of whether these children

are citizens by birth is a settled matter of law.
Most who object to the status claim that

the 14th Amendment, which states, “All per-
sons born or naturalized in the United States
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are cit-
izens of the United States and State wherein
they reside,” applied only to former slaves.
While the impetus to pass the amendment

was certainly the desire to guarantee citizen-
ship to African-Americans, this was because
they were one of only two broad groups who
had been denied birthright citizenship prior to
the amendment.
The infamous Dred Scott decision of

1857 declared that all African-Americans,
whether enslaved or free, were ineligible to

be citizens.
Native Americans were the other

group denied birthright citizenship,
because they were regarded by
treaty as members of sovereign
nations, a status that did not change
until 1924.
At the time the 14th Amendment

passed, there was considerable
debate regarding groups that would
be equivalent to today’s illegal
immigrants, though the distinction
between “legal” and “illegal” immi-
grants did not apply because no
laws restricted immigration then.

Sen. Edgar Cowan, D-Pa., railed against
those whose citizenship might be affirmed
under the new amendment, calling for
“expelling a certain number of people who
invade her borders; who owe to her no alle-
giance; ... who pay no taxes; who never per-
form military service; who do nothing, in
fact, which becomes the citizen, and perform
none of the duties which devolve upon him.”
Sound familiar?
But he wasn’t talking about Mexicans. “I

mean the Gypsies,” he said.
Another Cowan diatribe sounds eerily

prescient of Trump’s warnings: “There is a
race in contact with this country which, in all
characteristics except that of simply making
fierce war, is not only our equal, but perhaps
our superior.” Like Trump a century and a
half later, Cowan was worried about the Chi-
nese. They, too, he believed, should be
denied citizenship even if born here.
Trump is dead wrong on birthright citi-

zenship, and Republicans should not follow
him down the rabbit hole.

Mark
Shields

One of mymost enduringmemories of for-
mer Rep. Lou Stokes is from the fall of 2008,
two days before the presidential election.
Lou was looking dapper in his long wool

coat as he stood with friends— the Rev. Otis
Moss and his wife, Edwina—waiting to
greet candidate Barack Obama before he took
the stage at his final rally in Cleveland.
The crowd’s excitement was palpable. We

were about to elect the first black president of
the United States. To my surprise,
Lou was solemn and mostly silent on
the eve of this historic election.
When I asked whether he was

excited, he shook his head and
smiled. “That word doesn’t come
close to how I feel,” he said. “It’s a
day I wish my brother had lived to
see.”
His younger brother, Carl Stokes,

was the first black mayor of a major
American city, elected in 1967. He
died in 1996.
Lou died last week. He was 90.
There will be many public trib-

utes to Lou Stokes. He will be eulo-
gized as a great statesman, which he was.
I will remember him as the best of men, a

champion fighter, a steadfast friend. In my
career as a journalist and in my life as the wife
of a U.S. senator, I’ve met a lot of high-rank-
ing public officials. Lou was singular in his
refusal to let his title trump his humanity.
He was a gentleman— always quick with

an apology to strangers who had to wait their
turn to say hello and never adopting the
Washington habit of looking past the person
in front of him in search of someone more
important, more powerful.
For years, I needled Lou to write his mem-

oirs. His was a grand life full of lessons for all
of us.
He knew the giants of the civil rights

movement, includingMartin Luther King Jr.
His stories about King— and he had many
—were never cast as a boast. King’s name
came up as a point of instruction. “This is
what he taught us ... how he helped us ... what
he did to make us better.”
In a videotaped interview last year with

Brent Larkin, a former Plain Dealer editor,
Lou described howKing helped his brother
becomemayor of Cleveland.
“(King) came (to Cleveland) in 1965, and

... he would stand on that flatbed truck and
exhort people to vote and talked about the
necessity for them to vote and told them that

in the North that they needed to be as con-
cerned about civil rights as they were in the
South. And the consequence was that he reg-
istered black voters as they had never been
registered anywhere in the country, here in
Cleveland.
“Carl happened to be running for mayor

for the first time in 1965. That was the year
Carl lost by 1,700 votes. So that told us we
could win. So two years later, Carl ran in

1967 for mayor again. And Dr.
King came back again in 1967, did
the same thing he had done in 1965
(and) this time registered even more
black voters. And so that was
tremendously helpful in terms of
getting out the vote for Carl’s elec-
tion.”
On Tuesday, shortly after I posted

on Facebook a story about Lou, a
reader namedMandy Anderson
shared her 2013 encounter with a
stranger in a CVS on Cleveland’s
east side. With her permission, I am
sharing it with you:
“At my last nanny job, I had to take

a sick two year old to the pharmacy to pick up
antibiotics. He was fussy and tired and not
feeling well and it made the wait excruciating.
Then, the older gentleman sitting next to us
leaned over and in a gentle voice started talk-
ing to the baby, telling stories and making
faces and playing peekaboo. The baby was
fascinated and was smiling for the first time
that day. I didn’t knowwho it was until they
called his name, but Louis Stokes definitely
made my work a little easier that day!!”
The last time I saw Lou was inMarch,

right after President Obama’s speech to The
City Club of Cleveland. In a picture I snapped
that day, Lou is dressed sharp as ever in a pin-
stripe suit, the triangle tips of his pocket
square peeking out. He and the president are
clasping hands, and Lou is beaming, leaning
in as he listens, oblivious to the throng around
them.
When Lou spotted me aiming my camera

in his direction, he waved and later made his
way through the crowd to give me his usual
bear hug. “I’ve been working on that book,”
he whispered in my ear. “Maybe I do have a
story to tell.”
Ninety years old, more than four decades

of public service, friend to civil rights icons
and presidents— and he was at “maybe.”
That’s what I’ll miss most about Lou

Stokes.

Linda
Chavez
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“I really want (the building) to
pop out like you’ve never seen it.
I’m hoping we can do something
out of the ordinary.” That state-
ment was made by Marshall Coun-
ty Board of Education member
Tom Gilbert in October 2013, dur-
ing a board meeting at which rep-
resentatives of the architectural
firm Silling Associates Inc., out-
lined to board members updated
designs for a new front entrance to
John Marshall High School.

Well, Gilbert, along with the
other board members, had the
opportunity last week to view the
completed front entrance along
with other improvements which
have been either finished or will be
concluded in the next few months.

The board members, who in
addition to Gilbert are Beth
Phillips, Duane Miller, John Miller
and Lori Kestner, were very
impressed when Bruce Wilson,
project engineer for Project and
Construction Services, Inc., (PCS),
explained the timetable for the
completion of the projects.

Accompanying the board on the
tour were Superintendent of
Schools Mike Hince, Assistant
Superintendent Corey Murphy,
Communications Coordinator
Tony Wood, and five members of
the media.

It is somewhat ironic that the
five board members, along with
Hince, Murphy and Wood, have
either been students or teach-
ers/principals at John Marshall.
Gilbert, Phillips, D. Miller and
Kestner are all JMHS graduates, J.
Miller is a recently retired teacher
at JMHS; in fact, he was on the
faculty when the school opened its
doors in August 1968. Hince was
first employed as a teacher at John
Marshall and later was an assistant
principal. Murphy was an assistant
principal and then the school prin-
cipal before being named assistant
superintendent. Wood is a JMHS
graduate and was a member of the
faculty before becoming communi-

cations coordinator.
Getting back to the tour, after it

was over the board members were
very impressed with the improve-
ments, with one of the major rea-
sons for the undertaking being
safety. The new front entrance will
require visitors to enter a lobby
area and before they go into the
main building must speak face-to-
face with a secretary. Another safe-
ty feature, when completed, will be
enclusure of the walkway between
the main building and the Center
for the Performing Arts building,
while another safety feature is the
installation of lights in the student
parking lot.

Tuesday evening’s tour started
in the kitchen/cafeteria area, then
moved to expanded school admin-
istrative offices, the new entrance
way (interior), then onto the third
floor, where several new class-
rooms have been added, along with
a new faculty area which overlooks
Wheeling Avenue. Along the way,
a new elevator which goes to all
three floors was pointed out, as
was a new stairwell which has
been added in the front part of the
building. The tour ended at the
front entrance (exterior), where
board members viewed a new bus
dropoff. In this same area it was
noted that an additional 40 park-
ing spaces will bring to 70 the
number near the front entrance.

Changes which have taken place
in the kitchen/cafeteria area include
that the kitchen, which was formerly
in between the North and South
Commons, has been relocated and is

much larger than the old one. The
elimination of the North and South
Commons, the former eating areas,
has been combined with additional
space added. The larger kitchen pro-
vides space which will allow addi-
tional food stations, and thus more
variety of foods.

While on the subject of food, this
will be the third year that not only
John Marshall students but all stu-
dents in Marshall County will
receive breakfast and lunch at no
charge. This was made possible
through a program called the Com-
munity Eligibility Provision. West
Virginia was a pilot program for this
provision, and this is the first year it
has been offered nationwide.

The improvement work has
been on-going for 2 1/2 years, with
a projected 1 1/2 years before
completion. Some of the work yet
to be completed includes the walk-
way between the two buildings,
new ceilings and floors in some of
the rooms, and upgrades to the
CPA building.

∫∫∫
While on the subject of John

Marshall, the fall sports schedules
have been released by athletic
director Casey Storm.

The Monarch football team will
have two new opponents, Moun-
tain Ridge, Md., and Logan.
Mountain Ridge is located in Frost-
burg, Md., it opened its doors eight
years ago, the consolidation of
Beall and Westmar Area.

The Monarchs will play their
first two games on the road, with
University High this Friday, and
Mountain Ridge on Sept. 4. Fol-
lowing a bye week, JMHS will
host Bellaire on Sept. 18. Other
opponents and dates are: at Belle-
fonte Area (Pa.) on Sept. 25;
Buckeye Local at home on Oct. 2;
at Parkersburg South on Oct. 9; at
Logan on Sept. 16. The final three
games will all be home encounters,
Morgantown High on Oct. 23,
Brooke on Oct. 30 and Wheeling
Park on Nov. 6.

The boys’ soccer season began
Friday with the first home match
being Tuesday against Brooke at
5:30 p.m. Other home matches
being Aug. 31 (Richmond -Edi-
son), Sept. 1 (Wheeling Central),
Sept. 9 (Tyler Consolidated), Sept.
14 (Steubenville) Sept. 21 (Mon-
roe Central), Sept. 24 (Parkersburg
South), Sept. 30, (Preston High),
Oct. 5 (Indian Creek), and Oct. 8,
(Harrison Central).

The girls’ soccer season began
Saturday and the first home match
will be Aug. 28 with Magnolia;
other home matches are Sept. 3
(Wheeling Central), Sept. 10
(Linsly School), Sept. 28 (Preston
High), Oct. 7 (Tyler Consolidated),
Oct.13 (Oak Glen) and Oct. 15
(Edison).

The volleyball season will open
at Monroe Central on Sept. 3, with
the first home match on Sept. 10
against Brooke. Other home
encounters will be Sept. 15
(Union Local), Sept. 19, (a quad),
Sept. 24 (Morgantown High), Oct.
6 (University High), Oct. 8
(Wheeling Park), Oct. 15 ( Harri-
son Central), and Oct. 20 (Parkers-
burg South).

The cross country schedule lists
only one home match, that being
the John Marshall Invitational on
Sept. 6, that will be followed the
next Saturday by the Wild & Wet
Invitational at Cameron. Other
away matches will be Sept. 9 at
Martins Ferry, Sept 8 at Tyler Con-
solidated, the Chick-Fil-A Invita-
tional at the Wood County 4-H
Camp, the Wheeling Park Invita-
tional on Sept. 19, the OVAC on
Oct. 10 at Meadbowbrook, the
Two Rivers Conference on Oct. 13
at Wheeling Park.

∫∫∫
Some 600 people are expected

to attend one or more events which
have been planned by the
Moundsville High School Reunion
committee for Sept. 4-6. Reunions
are held every five years and this
will be the ninth such event.

The committee will be meeting
at 7 p.m. on Aug. 24 and Aug. 31
at the First Presbyterian church to
finalize plans.

Registrations have been made
by MHS alumni classes 1940
through 1968. In addition, some
who graduated in the early days of
John Marshall High School will
also be participating since they
had attended Moundsville High
prior to the opening of JMHS.

Credentials can be picked up
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., on Sept.
4 and 9 a.m. until noon on Sept. 5
at the Moundsville Center within
the walls of former West Virginia
Penitentiary (North Wagon Gate
on Eighth Street).

∫∫∫
Four Cameron High School stu-

dents have been named 2015
National FFA Organization Profi-
ciency Award finalists and will
attend the 88th National FFA Con-
vention and Expo in Louisville,
Ky., Oct. 28-31, where they will
accept cash awards and plaques.

The FFA members are being
recognized for specialized skills
through supervised agricultural
experiences. The four are: Ronna
Walker, Jordan Hart, Nathan Hix-
enbaugh and Samantha White.

Walker earned a gold rating for
her involvement with Food Sciences
and Technology. She is one of only
two from West Virginia to earn a
top honor and the first gold recipient
in proficiency in Cameron High
School FFA history.

Hart, Hixenbaugh and White all
received bronze ratings, Hart for
Environmental Science and Natu-
ral Resources Management; Hixen-
baugh for Home and/or Communi-
ty Development; and White for
Poultry Production.

∫∫∫
Granddaughter Lily Barrett, a

resident of Putnam County,
returned to school Conner Street
Elementary School in Hurricane
this past Thursday. She is in the
first grade.
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BoardMembers PleasedWith JohnMarshall High School Work

New Mall Road
Progress

Some of the concrete
curbs for the new road
connecting the Ohio Val-
ley Mall to National Road
in St. Clairsville are now
in place. Construction
continues daily, as offi-
cials hope to get the road
open so it can connect the
mall to the main road,
which they believe will
encourage new develop-
ment.

It is a little sad to see
the former “All-Four-
Fun” miniature golf
course left in ruins as it
currently sits. However,
officials hope the project
will open opportunities
for plenty of new busi-
nesses.

Final Dispatch
Marshall County dis-

patchers paid their final
tribute to the late Sherrard
Volunteer Fire Chief
Toby Lemmon during his
funeral procession Mon-
day morning. At 11:20
a.m., the last call for
Lemmon and his unit was
issued: “Marshall County
to Sherrard 15, this is
your last tone. Thank you
for your years of service
and dedication. We will
take it from here. Mar-
shall County, out.”

Magistrate Offices
Flooded Again

Ohio County mainte-
nance personnel were
back on the lower level of
the magistrate court
building last week to
squeegee, mop and blow
dry office floors and hall-
ways following heavy
overnight rain.

Employees spent much
of the morning trying to
save files stored in boxes
on the floor at various
locations and on the bot-
tom shelves of metal
shelving and keeping an
eye on wires laying in
standing water.

The building comes
equipped with standby
sandbags at a rear door to
combat unexpected down-
pours but they only per-
form if they are put in
place prior to the storm.

Where To Go
It was a fantastic thing

to see last week at the
Capitol Theatre: A packed
house enjoying them-
selves on a weeknight
during The Avett Brothers
performance.

Even better, a large
amount of those in atten-
dance seemed to be from
out of the area, which
Wheeling officials have
made a point of pursuing
while discussing the
future of the theatre and
the city itself.

Despite an otherwise
great evening, the end of
the show led to a bit of
disappointment for some.
As they exited the theatre,
some of the aforemen-
tioned out-of-towners
asked out loud to those
around them where they
could go for a drink or a
bite to eat. At 10 p.m.
Tuesday, options within
walking distance were
unfortunately limited,
they were told.

A few downtown spots
were named, and the visi-
tors made their way to
those locations, only to be
met with darkness and
locked doors. One was
overheard saying, “what
kind of city shuts down at
10 p.m.?”

Wheeling and its resi-
dents have done much to
promote and improve the
downtown area as a place
to work, live and visit.
However, there is still
much to be done, and we
hope those changes hap-
pen sooner or later.

Brewfest Success
If the size of the crowd

was any indication, the
second edition of the
Mountaineer Brewfest
last week at Wheeling’s
Heritage Port was an
overwhelming success.

The large — but order-
ly — crowd enjoyed the
craft beers on tap, and the
tremendous music. The
event is not only well
organized, but promotes
the safety of its attendees
and others. That was evi-
dent by the number of
designated drivers that
appeared outside the gates
after the event ended.

It was also great to see
so many public officials
— elected and otherwise

— enjoying themselves
for a good cause. This
year, Harmony House
received proceeds from
tips and donations.

Chalk it up as just one
more event that makes
Wheeling an attractive
tourist destination.

Pay Attention
As students continue to

return to the classroom
this week, it is important
to remind motorists to pay
close attention during
their commutes each day.

Local bus drivers and
personnel go to great
lengths to ensure our chil-
dren get to and from

school safely. However,
inevitably, accidents hap-
pen. We are lucky that
those accidents have no
been serious in recent
years.

Motorists should pay
extra attention to speed
zones, stop signs and signs
and lights on the busses
themselves.

Additionally, as always,
put down the phone while
driving. Kids can often be
unpredictable and poten-
tially dart into a roadway
unexpectedly. If waiting to
respond to a message can
potentially save a life, we
think that’s more than
enough reason to wait.

Reporters’
Notebook

Many high schools base their
success on student ACT and SAT
test scores, the percentage of stu-
dents who have been accepted to
college, and the number of scholar-
ships that have been awarded.

Now, to my knowledge, there
are no follow-up statistics regard-
ing those students who drop out
of college before graduating. This
would be an interesting study for
an educational researcher to
investigate.

With today’s high college costs,
I believe that some scholarships
could actually be referred to as
“teasers.”

“What!” you say.
Well, I was talking to one par-

ent who was proud that his child
received a $10,000 yearly scholar-
ship to attend a fine university.
The excitement subsided when he
learned that matriculating at this
institution of higher learning for
four years would cost $160,000.

Thus, his child will have to take
out student loans amounting to
$120,000 if she wants to graduate.

Not a pretty financial picture
starting out on one’s career, unless
a student plans to be a medical

doctor, dentist, lawyer, or other
high-paying careers.

Fortunately, students who pur-
sue such professions, will be able
to pay off their college loans within
a short period of time due to their
lucrative positions.

However, graduates in the edu-
cation, social and health services
fields will not make nearly as
much earnings over the course of
their careers. For example, I have a
young friend in education who just
received his master’s degree in
mathematics. He is entering his
first professional teaching position
with a $101,000 loan obligation.
It will take him decades to get out
of college loan debt.

I know this may be considered a
bit outlandish, but I believe that the
tuitions for the above occupations
should be determined by what their
future projected incomes will be.

As an old-schooler, I couldn’t
even begin to imagine owing
$100,000-plus in educational
loans prior to starting out on a
teacher’s salary. College tuition
should most definitely be based on
potential career earnings.

Then there are the scholastic

students who are enticed by their
school districts to register for col-
lege but who really aren’t suited
for such higher education studies.
If you disagree, then tell me why
many colleges offer remedial read-
ing and mathematics courses in
their academic curriculums.

To my way of thinking, these are
student prerequisites that should
have been satisfied prior to entering
college. Moreover, such “go-to-col-
lege” practices stressed by some
high schools are inadvertently set-
ting lots of kids up for failure.

In reality, many of these stu-
dents’ skills are more suited for
the clerical (medical, business,
etc.), technical (radiologists, den-
tal assistants, etc.), trades (electri-
cians, sheet metal workers,
welders etc.), farmers, and the
military areas of endeavor. Such

non-college abilities should also
be encouraged and promoted in
the high school setting.

These students should not be
ignored, but guided by school
counselors to set goals that are edu-
cationally-appropriate to their abili-
ties and skills. Likewise, they
should not be made to feel inferior
to a student who is more suited for
a college education.

It is my sincere contention that
high schools should place as much
emphasis and public recognition
— during graduation ceremonies
— regarding the students who
want to continue in careers that
don’t involve college degrees.

In conclusion, I have a brief
anecdote to share with my readers.
A few months ago, I had the privi-
lege to converse with one of my
former students. He began by
telling me how much he enjoyed
being a student in my language
arts/reading class.

I was truly flattered. Such posi-
tive student-feedback means a lot
to teachers.

It is always nice to know that
your efforts in the classroom have
not gone unappreciated.

During our discussion, he told
me that he is now a sheet metal
specialist. I told him that was great.
Then he seemed a bit embarrassed
when he said to me, “Dr. Welker,
last year I earned well over
$100,000 at my job.”

I said, “That’s outstanding!
You don’t need to be apologetic.
You have made my day. Learning
that my former students have suc-
ceeded in life has always been very
gratifying to me.”

So, my readers, let us never
downplay the significance of those
students whose abilities and skills
do not involve a college education.
To be quite honest, they are just
important in our society as college
graduates, and often more so.

If you’re still not convinced,
just ask anyone who needs a
plumber, their kitchen remodeled,
a room-addition to their home,
food on their table, or someone to
protect our American way of life.

“The two most important days
in your life are the day you were
born and the day you find out
why.” — Mark Twain.

Bill Welker’s e-mail is mattalk-
wv@hotmail.com.

Recognizing Those Who Do Well Without College

Road Progress, A Packed House and Office Flooding

William
Welker
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By Patrick J. Michaels
Are political considerations supersed-

ing scientific ones at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration?
When confronted with an obviously

broken weather station that was reading
way too hot, they replaced the faulty
sensor— but refused to adjust the bad
readings it had already taken. And when
dealing with “the pause” in global sur-
face temperatures that is in its 19th year,
the agency threw
away satellite-
sensed sea-surface
temperatures, sub-
stituting question-
able data that
showed no pause.
The latest ker-

fuffle is local, not
global, but happens
to involve probably
the most politically
important weather
station in the
nation, the one at Washington’s Reagan
National Airport.
I’ll take credit for this one. I casually

noticed that the monthly average tem-
peratures at National were departing
from their 1981-2010 averages a cou-
ple of degrees relative to those at Dulles
— in the warm direction.
Temperatures at National are almost

always higher than those at Dulles, 19
miles away. That’s because of the well-
known urban warming effect, as well as
an elevation difference of 300 feet. But
the weather systems that determine
monthly average temperature are, in
general, far too large for there to be any
significant difference in the departure
from average at two stations as close
together as Reagan and Dulles. Monthly
data from recent decades bear this out
— until, all at once, in January 2014
and every month thereafter, the depar-
ture from average at National was
greater than that at Dulles.
The average monthly difference for

January 2014 through July 2015 is 2.1
degrees Fahrenheit, which is huge when
talking about things like record tempera-
tures. For example, National’s all-time
record last May was only 0.2 degrees
above the previous record.
Earlier this month, I sent my findings

to Jason Samenow, a terrific forecaster
who runs theWashington Post’s weather
blog, Capital Weather Gang. He and his
crew verified what I found and wrote up
their version, giving due credit and
adding other evidence that something
was very wrong at National. And, in

remarkably quick action for a govern-
ment agency, the National Weather
Service swapped out the sensor within a
week and found that the old one was
reading 1.7 degrees too high. Close
enough to 2.1, the observed difference.
But the National Weather Service

told the Capital Weather Gang that there
will be no corrections, despite the fact
that the disparity suddenly began 19
months ago and varied little once it

began. It said cor-
recting for the error
wouldn’t be “scien-
tifically defensi-
ble.”
Therefore, people
can and will cite
the May record as
evidence for dread-
ed global warming
with impunity.
Only a few weather
nerds will know the
truth.

Over a third of this year’s 37 90-
degree-plus days, which gives us a
remote chance of breaking the all time
record, should also be eliminated, put-
ting this summer rightly back into nor-
mal territory.
It is really politically unwise not to do

a simple adjustment on these obviously-
too-hot data. With all of the claims that
federal science is being biased in service
of the president’s global-warming agen-
da, the agency should bend over back-
wards to expunge erroneous readings.
In July, by contrast, NOAA had no

problem adjusting the global tempera-
ture history. In that case, the method
they used guaranteed that a growing
warming trend would substitute for “the
pause.” They reported in Science that
they had replaced the pause (which
shows up in every analysis of satellite
and weather balloon data) with a signifi-
cant warming trend.
Normative science says a trend is

“statistically significant” if there’s less
than a 5 percent probability that it would
happen by chance. NOAA claimed sig-
nificance at the 10 percent level, some-
thing no graduate student could ever get
away with.
There were several other major prob-

lems with the paper. As Judy Curry, a
noted climate scientist at Georgia Tech,
wrote, “color me ‘unconvinced.’”
Unfortunately, following this with the

kerfuffle over the Reagan temperature
records is only going to “convince” even
more people that our government is
blowing hot air on global warming.

By Seth Gershenson
The 2015 recipient of the Council of Chief

State School Officers (CCSSO) National Teacher
of the Year Award, Shanna Peeples, recently
spoke about the importance of teachers believing
in their students— and imparting their expecta-
tions to students— particularly students who
doubt their ability to succeed academically. Stu-
dents have similar feelings and frequently report
favoring teachers who “believe in (students’) abil-
ity to succeed.” Teachers’ expectations may either
counteract or reinforce negative expectations held
by traditionally disadvantaged
students who lack access to
educationally-successful role
models. To date, however, lit-
tle is known about how teach-
ers form expectations and
whether their expectations are
systematically biased.
Along with colleagues at

American University and
Johns Hopkins University, I
begin to address these ques-
tions in a recent study. We find
evidence of systematic biases
in teachers’ expectations for
the educational attainment of
black students. Specifically,
non-black teachers have signif-
icantly lower educational
expectations for black students
than black teachers do when
evaluating the same students.
We cannot determine

whether the black teachers are too optimistic, the
non-black teachers are too pessimistic, or some
combination of the two. This is nonetheless con-
cerning, as teachers’ expectations likely shape
student outcomes and systematic biases in teach-
ers’ expectations for student success might con-
tribute to persistent socio-demographic gaps in
educational achievement and attainment. As Ms.
Peeples noted in her interview, it is important that
all teachers maintain and convey high expecta-
tions for all students.
Our study identifies systematic biases in teach-

ers’ expectations using data from a nationally rep-
resentative survey of U.S. 10th graders that asked
two teachers per student howmuch education
they expected the student to ultimately complete.
The research design is motivated by the intuitive
idea that if two teachers disagree about the
expected educational attainment of a student, at
least one of the teachers must be wrong. One pos-
sibility is that such differences are random in
nature, owing perhaps to idiosyncrasies in the
chance encounters that occur between students
and teachers during the school year. However, if
such differences in teachers’ expectations are
related to the demographic match between stu-
dents and teachers, this suggests that teachers
have systematically biased beliefs about students’
educational potential for at least a subset of stu-
dent-teacher relationships.
Having two teachers provide expectations for

each student is central to our strategy for disen-
tangling the causal relationship between student-
teacher demographic mismatch and teachers’
expectations for students from other, possibly
confounding factors. For example, student and
teacher race may be correlated with school

resources, which might influence the likelihood of
being assigned to an other-race teacher, but also
influence expectations about educational attain-
ment. However, comparing two teachers’ expec-
tations— one black and one non-black— for the
same student at the same point in time eliminates
such concerns.
When looking at average effects across all stu-

dents, we find small, statistically significant
effects of student-teacher racial mismatch on
teachers’ expectations. However, these relatively
small average effects are entirely driven by much

larger effects among black stu-
dents. For example, when a
black student is evaluated by
one black teacher and by one
non-black teacher, the non-
black teacher is about 30 per-
cent less likely to expect that
the student will complete a
four-year college degree than
the black teacher.
These results are not meant

to, nor should they, demonize
or implicate teachers. Biases in
expectations are generally
unintentional and are an arti-
fact of how humans categorize
complex information.
Rather, we hope to start a
dialogue between educators,
policymakers, parents,
researchers, and other stake-
holders about the possible
causes and consequences of

systematic biases in teachers’ expectations for
student achievement and attainment. Our findings
highlight the need to better understand how teach-
ers form expectations, what types of interventions
can reduce or eliminate biases in teacher expecta-
tions, and perhaps most importantly, how such
expectations and biases affect the long-run stu-
dent outcomes of ultimate import. Correlations
between teachers’ expectations and student out-
comes are well documented, but whether or not
this relationship is causal remains unclear; it is a
question that our research group is currently
working on.
The finding that student-teacher racial mis-

match affects teachers’ expectations for students’
educational attainment is consistent with existing
evidence that indicates student-teacher racial mis-
match directly affects student achievement (see
studies from Tennessee, California, and Florida).
To the extent that teacher expectations do affect
student outcomes, the systematic biases in teach-
ers’ expectations discussed above illustrate the
importance of hiring of a more representative
teaching force. Although the teaching force has
become more racially and ethnic diverse of late,
in 2012, 44 percent of K-12 students in the U.S.
were racial or ethnic minorities compared to only
17 percent of teachers.
Similarly, it might be wise for teacher training

and professional development programs to rou-
tinely emphasize the importance and duty of all
teachers to nurture, support, and encourage all
students, regardless of their innate ability, talents,
behaviors, or home circumstances. Teachers can
avoid the “soft bigotry of low expectations” by
maintaining, and expressing, high expectations
for each and every student.

By Irwin M. Stelzer
The late great comedian Milton

Berle, when introduced to an enthusias-
tically applauding audience, would hold
up his left hand in a modest gesture as if
to say thank you but that’s enough, and
with his right hand held at waist level
encouraged the audience to even wilder
applause.
President Obama has just accom-

plished a similar
feat. With one
hand he has deliv-
ered his Clean
Power Plan,
designed to reduce
the use of our own
resources of fossil
fuels. With the
other he has signed
off on a deal with
Iran that will set
the Islamic Repub-
lic on the path to dumping between four
and five million barrels of its crude oil
on world markets every day, further
lowering the price of oil and thereby
encouraging its consumption.
These deals, taken together, replace

emissions from U.S. fossil fuel produc-
tion and use with emissions from
increased use of Iranian oil. In effect,
Obama has transferred pollution permits
from our producers to the Revolutionary
Guard that controls Iran’s oil industry.
The Clean Power Plan for Existing

Power Plants (CPP) and its accompany-
ing regulations, all 2,691 pages, is the
largest exercise in central planning, out-
side of Cuba and North Korea, since the
collapse of the Soviet Union. It calls for
a reduction of 32 percent from 2005
levels in power-plant carbon emissions
by 2030. If you agree with the president
that climate change is a huge threat to
our future, a greater threat than ISIL or
Islamic terrorism or Iran’s mullahs, and
that American reductions will affect
total global emissions, setting an emis-
sions-reduction target makes sense. But
the CPP goes further, and sets the spe-
cific means by which that is to be
accomplished.
Natural gas use can increase by only

22 percent by 2022 from 2012 levels
and thereafter increase at an annual rate
of only 5 percent, and new natural gas
plants that replace coal will not count as
having reduced emissions. A rejiggering
of EPA models resulted in a major
increase in the role initially accorded
renewables and in our future reliance on
the sun and the wind, the one which
sometimes shines, the other which
sometimes blows, most usually in
places far from the existing super-reli-
able electricity grid. Never mind that
both continue to require massive subsi-
dies, which the renewable industry heat-
edly denies while at the same time cool-
ly lobbying for their continuation.
Sad to say, conservative opponents

of such central planning have brought
this state of affairs on themselves.
Obama originally proposed a cap and
trade plan, which relied on the sort of
market forces that Republicans had
introduced to make the application of
the Clean Air Act more efficient. Once

the courts ruled that that act gives the
EPA authority to regulate carbon emis-
sions from power plants, conservative
opposition to market mechanisms has
allowed Obama to rely on regulation to
achieve emissions reductions.
Conservatives now are consoling

themselves with the thought that when
the president goes to Paris in December
and presents his plan, he will label it a

“commitment”
because he dare
not submit it to
Congress for the
approval that a
treaty requires.
That would allow
the next president,
assuming it is a
Republican every
bit as tough as the
various primary
candidates claim to

be, to add to those day-one lists candi-
dates like to recite a notice to the world
that the “commitment” of the previous
president counts for nothing. That
would be neither easy nor wise, since
that new president would probably also
have pledged to make America’s com-
mitments matter again— no more
crossed red lines, no more abandonment
of allies.
Which seems to have reduced oppo-

nents of the plan to wishful thinking.
Surely the courts will disallow this grab
for control of the nation’s energy sector.
Perhaps, but there are “definitely novel
issues in this case,” according to Tim
Profeta, director of Duke University’s
environmental policy institute, making
the courts’ decisions difficult to predict.
Conservatives have little time and

much work to do to lay the basis for
walking away from Obama’s plan while
at the same time retaining the commit-
ment to its goals as enunciated by him
in Paris. Our global partners must be
reassured that a Republican president
will not repudiate the president’s goals,
but will substitute more efficient ways
of meeting them.
Fortunately there is a method at hand

to accomplish the twin goals of estab-
lishing that American commitments
mean something while at the same time
retaining our reservations about the cli-
mate-change thesis: tax reform.
Reducing the tax burden on lower-

and middle-class workers just might
address what ails them— the failure of
their real take-home pay to rise. That
can be accomplished by imposing a tax
on carbon and using the proceeds to
reduce payroll taxes on workers with
incomes below some selected level.
Conservatives in Congress who do not
believe the Earth is about to cook can
nonetheless vote for this tax with a clear
conscience— they will have done it to
generate revenue to help solve problems
all Republican presidential wannabees
claim they want to solve. If they do so
in time to make it part of a tax reform
effort, and Obama vetoes it, so be it:
The world will know that America
under a Republican will follow a differ-
ent path but to the same end promised
by his predecessor.

Commentary
The Cato Institute, in

Washington, D.C., works “to
increase the understanding of pub-

lic policies based on
the principles of limited

government, free markets,
individual liberty, and peace.”

Commentary
The Hudson Institute in Washing-
ton, D.C., “is a nonpartisan policy
research organization dedicated to
innovative research and analysis
that promotes global security,

prosperity and freedom.”

Ensure Students DoWell By
Expecting That From Them

By Philip E. Wolgin
A recent Gallup poll reaffirmed what we

have known for a long time: The vast majority
of Americans want sensible solutions to immi-
gration policy, with 65 percent of Americans
believing that unauthorized immigrants should
be allowed to get legal status and a pathway to
citizenship. A small minority — only 19 per-
cent — believe that unauthorized immigrants
should be deported from the United States.
What would it cost if this fringe minority of

Americans got their way, and the United States
took the draconian step of deporting 11.3 million
unauthorized immigrants from the country?
Based on previous

analysis from the Center for
American Progress, a mass
deportation strategy would
cost an average of $10,070
per person, for a total of
$114 billion to remove
11.3 million people.
This figure includes the

high costs that would be
required to find each and
every unauthorized indi-
vidual. Since two-thirds of the unauthorized
population have been in the country for more
than a decade, they are well-settled into our
families, communities, and schools. Finding
every single person without legal status would
be a logistical nightmare that would cause sig-
nificant social and emotional damage to entire
communities. CAP’s $114 billion estimate
also includes the cost to detain these individu-
als while they wait for removal, to process
them through the immigration courts, and to
transport them abroad.
While $114 billion represents a startling

sum of money, it is only the direct cost of
physically deporting unauthorized immigrants.
The cost to the overall economy would likely
be far more. The conservative American
Action Forum, or AAF, has argued that it
would take 20 years to accomplish a mass
deportation program, with a full cost between
$420 billion and $620 billion.
This higher estimated cost includes both the

direct costs of deportations and the hundreds of
millions of dollars it would take for the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, or DHS, to
remove 11.3 million people, on top of its
responsibilities for border and interior security,

over 20 years.
Beyond being pro-

hibitively costly and
morally unsustainable,
removing so many individ-
uals from the country —
and from the labor force
— would devastate the
nation: The Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center calculates that
deporting all unauthorized
immigrants would shrink

the labor force by 6.4 percent over two
decades, which AAF estimates would decrease
U.S. gross domestic product, or GDP, by a full
$1.6 trillion.
On the flip side, putting unauthorized immi-

grants on a pathway to citizenship — which
two-thirds of Americans support — would add
a cumulative $1.2 trillion to GDP over a
decade, increase the earnings of all Americans
by $625 billion, and create an average of
145,000 new jobs each year. When it comes to
the way forward for immigration policy, the
choice is clear.

Deporting All Illegal
Immigrants Very Costly

Science Doesn’t Back
Agency’s Claims

Commentary
The Center forAmerican Progress,
in Washington, D.C., “is dedicated
to improving the lives ofAmericans

through progressive ideas
and action.”

Use Tax Reform to Cope
With Emissions Pledges

Commentary
The Brookings Institution, in
Washington, D.C., uses
research “to provide
innovative, practical

recommendations that
advance three broad goals:

StrengthenAmerican
democracy; foster the

economic and social welfare,
security and opportunity of all
Americans; and secure a

more open, safe, prosperous
and cooperative

international system.”
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John Kennedy, in his inaugural
address, said that America would
“pay any price, bear any burden,
meet any hardship, support any
friend, or oppose any foe, to assure
the survival and the success of liber-
ty.” He need not have said this in
West Virginia. West Virginia had
already done that.

West Virginia — and her coal-
field communities and miners, in
particular — won two world wars.
West Virginia turned mountains of
coal into rivers of steel for ships,
tanks, and rifles. And her service-
men fought those wars — securing
the blessings of liberty not only for
ourselves but for millions of
strangers on the other side of the
world. Over 100,000 Americans
have died mining coal, and
100,000 more died later on from
black lung. No one has counted all
the costs paid by West Virginians to
bring coal up from underground.

Even so, West Virginia has
never been rich. As ton after ton of
coal came out of the earth to fuel
America, and to save Europe from
fascism and Nazism, the working
people of West Virginia never profi-
teered — never made more than a
bare living on the hard work of min-
ing coal and working steel. The
great fortunes made in timber and
coal were never widely shared.
Even at the height of the industry (in
terms of employment), more than

50 years ago, poverty in West Vir-
ginia’s coalfields was a scandal, that
President Kennedy himself brought
to the nation’s attention, and worked
to end, before his assassination.

For more than 150 years, West
Virginia has done her part, to build,
to preserve, and to defend America.
Come to find out it’s not enough.
Even more is being asked of our
state, much of it on behalf of people
who don’t live here.

Over the last 15 years, West Vir-
ginia has been asked to give up
more and more of the industry that
built the state. Once the entire nation
burned its lights, cooked its food,
and heated its homes with our coal.
Fifteen years ago, half the nation’s
electricity came from coal — now
it’s under 40 percent. Once the
undisputed king of fuels in our
country and the world, coal has lost
ground to cheap fracked natural gas
and other sources of energy.

But it isn’t just the economics —
as competition has risen against
coal, the country started complain-
ing about it. “Too dirty,” “too dan-
gerous,” “too much carbon pollu-
tion” — coal has lost its popularity
in other parts of the country that
don’t mine it and use it as West Vir-
ginia does. Energy sources that coal
trounced in the marketplace 20
years ago are now selling better and
better here and abroad.

Like any other major change,

some people insist on denying it.
Some people say it will all go back
the way it was if we refuse to accept
it. But the realistic question is: What
are we going to do about it?

One thing that has to be recog-
nized as we think our way through
these changes is this: The country
owes a literal and moral debt to our
coalfield communities. West Vir-
ginia has done its part, and others
have reaped the benefits, for a long,
long time — that debt must be
repaid.

We’re not talking about compa-
nies, owners and executives. West
Virginia has minted a thousand mil-
lionaires in coal. No one owes them
a thing. It remains a great scandal
that executives, bankers and owners
are trying to renege on retirement
benefits and health benefits that coal
miners were promised. It’s sicken-
ing to see millions, and tens of mil-
lions, taken by suits while working
families suffer for want of the mod-
est sums they worked hard to earn.

We’re talking about the people

and families who made coal a way
of life — not an easy life, but a life
— that made this country great. The
country owes them respect, and a
lifeline, as the American colossus
moves on to the next big thing. Our
leaders have to demand it, and
deliver it, to those who need it the
most.

If the national plan to more heav-
ily regulate emissions of carbon —
which fall most heavily on coal
communities — goes forward, as it
seems it surely will, it must be
accompanied by fair compensation
and support for the cities and towns
that will pay the price, and bear the
burden, for what the country as a
whole has chosen. Like the miners
of Patriot Coal — West Virginia
has earned the right to that.

We are not talking about a
“handout,” any more than the retire-
ments miners worked for and were
promised are a “handout.” We’re
talking about fair treatment and just
compensation — an even playing
field, and a chance to make it to the
future. There are billions of dollars
to be had to re-tool, re-train, and re-
vitalize our state and West Virginia
must seize them.

We don’t have time to waste
trying to sue the federal govern-
ment into submission. There’s no
light at the end of that tunnel. We
can’t refuse to accept the market
conditions or the decisions of mil-

lions of other people to burn less
coal.

The longer we take to squarely
face the facts, the harder the road
will be. We’re going to need help
and we can’t afford to look gift
horses in the mouth or play
momentary politics with the future
of a generation of West Virginians
hanging in the balance.

Help from those we have helped
for so long must be forthcoming.
Anything less would be a betrayal.
Not of Arch, or Murray, or Alpha
— not of any company or boss. It
would be a betrayal of the veterans
of the coal mines, and West Vir-
ginia’s honored dead who gave their
lives to bring coal out of the ground
to a country that was once greedy
for it.

We’ve done our part for the
country and we must call on it to do
its part for West Virginia now.

Our representatives must fight to
make sure the moral debt the United
States of America owed to our coal-
field communities is met in full. It is
the least they can do for the men
and women who have paid every
price, borne every burden, and met
every hardship, to make this country
what it is today.

Christopher J. Regan is the Vice-
Chair of the West Virginia Demo-
cratic Party and an attorney at Bor-
das & Bordas in Wheeling. He
blogs at www.homeyesterday.com.

It’s Time for Nation to Repay Debt to W.Va.

Don’t Vote to Make

Marijuana Legal in Ohio
Editor, News-Register:
Regarding the article about pot legaliza-

tion going on the November ballot in Ohio:
Although I currently live in Wheeling, I

was born and raised in Ohio and my family
still lives there. This legislation would have
an effect on people living in Ohio as well as
on people in neighboring states.

As we all know, Colorado recently legal-
ized recreational marijuana. It has not
turned out well at all. Many people are sorry
that it happened and some are working to
repeal the law. For example, in Chappell,
Nebraska (seven miles north of the Col-
orado border) felony drug arrests have
jumped 400 percent over the last three
years. Sheriffs in Kansas and Nebraska are
suing Colorado because of the financial
stress that is being put on the criminal jus-
tice system. Cities are voting to block mari-
juana outlets and stores.

For me the most obvious reason to not
legalize marijuana is that we don’t need any
more substances that impair brain function.
We already have too many drunk drivers
and too many people addicted to prescrip-
tion pain pills. In the last year there were
over 12,000 alcohol-related car crashes in
Ohio. Of the more than 87,000 patients that
were treated for addiction in 2013, around
33 percent were addicted to alcohol and 32
percent were addicted to opioids, more than
double the rate from 2008. Making mari-
juana legal will make it easier to get and
contribute to an already troublesome addic-
tion problem.

One of the biggest issues with marijuana
these days is its potency. The levels of THC
are 400 percent higher than they were 30
years ago, which increases the mental and
physical impacts and increases addiction
rates. And they are putting this concentrated
stuff in candy, desserts, and drinks. These
food items often look like normal food
(gummies, brownies, and fruit punch) and
children are getting them. Marijuana use by
kids between the ages of 12 and 17 is 58
percent higher in Colorado than the national
average. In Denver there are more than 300
pot shops — more than McDonald’s and
Starbucks combined. I do not want this stuff
to be available right across the river.

Please do not vote for the legalization of
pot in Ohio. It will not turn out well.

The above information came from Citi-
zen magazine, MADD.org, thefix.com.
Another excellent resource is rmhidta.org
(Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area).

Kathy A. Cunningham
Wheeling

Common Core Not

Working in W.Va.
Editor, News-Register:
On August 11 the West Virginua

Department of Education released the
assessment results for the first year of test-
ing under the state’s Common Core stan-
dards. Here are the West Virginia profi-
ciencies for 3rd graders in reading and math
for the last six years:

Math — 45 percent, 41 percent, 49 per-
cent, 42 percent, 37 percent, 44 percent.

Reading — 45 percent, 46 percent, 50
percent, 44 percent, 43 percent, 46 percent.

One of these numbers represents four
years of West Virginia public schooling
under the new Common Core standards and
the other five numbers represent proficien-
cies under prior academic standards. Which
proficiency is the result of Common Core?
(Hint: It is not the highest number in each
group).

That the Common Core proficiency
result is indistinguishable from proficien-
cies under prior standards and curricula is
the best evidence yet that Common Core
standards are not better, not a panacea for
students, and have been a waste of time and
money for public education in West Vir-
ginia while a boondoggle for testing and
textbook companies. In its press release this
past Wednesday, the West Virginia Dept. of
Education touted these 3rd grade test
scores. State Superintendent Martirano said
scores in grade 3 should be emphasized
because those students have been taught
based on the new standards for four years.
“Our Next Generation Standards have been
in place for our third grade students since
they attended kindergarten,” Martirano said.
“Their performance on this assessment
demonstrates the effectiveness of our state
education standards which resulted in high-

er proficiency scores.”
Higher than what is the question. The

evidence shows that Common Core has pro-
duced the same low achievement rates in
West Virginia as what came before it. Dif-
ferent standards but same old public educa-
tion delivery methods equals continued
mediocre achievement.

Here are the West Virginia proficiencies
for 9th graders for the last six years:

Math — 36 percent, 39 percent, 41 per-
cent, 43 percent, 41 percent, 18 percent.

Reading — 40 percent, 47 percent, 49
percent, 52 percent, 50 percent, 38 percent.

This time the Common Core proficiency
rate is the lowest number and the worse by
far. Once again the esteemed WVDE knows
how to turn lemons into lemonade. “This
first year of assessment has provided base-
line data from which we can compare stu-
dent achievement moving forward,” said
Dr. Vaughn Rhudy, Executive Director of
the Office of Assessment for the WVDE. “It
is important to remember this is a reset year
and we anticipate student scores to increase
as we move forward.” This is the WVDE’s
attempt to re-boot a tired brand. How many
years will we need these Common Core
standards in place just to make West Vir-
ginia again an underachieving state in pub-
lic education rather than a laughingstock in
the nation's classroom?

David Delk
Wheeling

Gas Plant Will Cost

Local Miners Their Jobs
Editor, News-Register:
The Wheeling Intelligencer published an

article on August 12 on the Marshall Coun-
ty Commission special session. The county
commissioners discussed the special tax
deal they are giving to an out-of-state mil-
lionaire to build a gas-fired power plant.

Members of the Ohio Valley Jobs
Alliance were in attendance. Unfortunately,
the county commission did not afford us an
opportunity to speak and voice our opposi-
tion to their plan. However, they did see to
it that the New York millionaire who will
benefit from this tax deal was able to share
his comments supporting the proposal.

It is unfortunate that the members of the
Marshall County Commission refuse to
allow more debate on this issue. Members
of the Ohio Valley Jobs Alliance oppose
this special tax deal because the plant,
which will use our tax dollars, threatens the
jobs of hundreds of coal miners in the area.
We do not believe the government should
be deciding winner and losers in business in
the area. We do not believe the government
should be deciding who gets to work and
who doesn’t.

The New York millionaire who is get-
ting this special tax break has declared the
plant will create about 30 full time jobs.
Does it make good sense to sacrifice hun-
dreds and hundreds of good paying coal
mining jobs for potentially 30 jobs at this
plant?

The Ohio Valley Jobs Alliance has
posed several questions to New York mil-
lionaire who is benefiting from this special
tax deal, which he has not yet answered.

Here are some of those unanswered
questions:

∫ How many coal mining jobs will we

lose if this natural gas power plant is built?
There have been comments from the
UMWA and local coal companies saying
that this project threatens local jobs. Is the
potential of a few dozen jobs at this new
plant worth losing hundreds of local coal
mining jobs?

∫ How much local tax revenue will be
lost from coal mining operations that may
no longer occur. Will the special deal that
this out of state millionaire have secured be
worth more to the county than what is
already coming in from coal mining?

∫ As we saw at the recent meeting, last
minute changes apparently can be made but
the County Commission won’t allow anoth-
er review of the impact that this will have
on our community. Why won’t an inde-
pendent economic impact study be conduct-
ed?

As a retired coal miner, grandfather to
school aged children, the father to a coal
miner in Marshall County, and a taxpayer,
this issue is of significant importance to me
and my family. I hope your paper will con-
tinue to look into this project and inform
your readers about this special tax deal that
threatens so many local jobs. I also hope
residents of the area will ask the questions
above to the Marshall County Commission-
ers. The Ohio Valley Jobs Alliance hoped to
ask them publicly last evening but was not
allowed any time to speak.

Jim Thomas
Cameron

Tell Manchin Not

To Back Obama on Iran
Editor, News-Register:
Today, I learned that a group of Iraq war

veterans is launching a million-dollar effort
to oppose President Barack Hussein
Mohammed Obama’s so-called nuclear deal
with Iran.

The group, Veterans Against the Deal,
was founded last month as a 501(c)(4) non-
profit. Its national campaign has started,
including television ads in states whose
members of Congress are undecided on the
Iran deal, so if you see a Tee-Vee ad men-
tioning our senator, Joe Manchin, remem-
ber: Manchin said he supports Obama’s Iran
deal.

One of the wounded vets starring in the
ad says, “Every politician who supports
Obama in this will be held accountable,
they will have blood on their hands.” He
ads, “A vote for this deal means more
money for Iranian terrorism. Get serious!
What do you think they are going to do
when they get more money?”

The first ad went up in Montana. Subse-
quent ads will air in North Dakota, West
Virginia, and elsewhere. Our senator, Joe
Manchin, supports Obama’s Iran deal.

President Obama keeps telling us that it
will mean war without the deal, and peace
with it. The new ads will make that harder
to do, showing veterans who oppose the
deal without supporting war — who in fact
believe the deal will lead to more war, not
less.

Tell Senator Manchin that Mountaineers
should know from past history that it does-
n’t pay to support Obama in anything.

Robert E. Brossman
Wheeling

Thanks for Supporting

Relay for Life Event
Editor, News-Register:
Thank you Ohio Valley! You have once

again shown that you want to fight back
against cancer. The 2015 Ohio County
RELAY FOR LIFE was another huge suc-
cess, thanks to you, our supporters. We had a
great turnout of participants and survivors.

Together, we celebrated the lives of our
survivors, and we remembered those we
lost to the disease. Together, we raised
money that will fund the local patient sup-
port programs as well as help researchers
find the cures. Together, we were fighting
for every person threatened by every cancer
in every community.

Each person who participated in the
RELAY FOR LIFE experience in any way
(bought a raffle ticket, donated money, set
up a tent, etc.) can feel good knowing that
they helped to create a world where this dis-
ease will no longer rob anyone of another
day. While the American Cancer Society is
making progress toward a world without
cancer, only with your dedication can we
finish the fight against this disease. Thank
you again for your support! See you next
year.

Ohio County
Relay for Life Committee

ONLINE POLL
TODAY’S RESULTS

Is Hillary Clinton’s email scandal
placing her presidential
campaign in jeopardy?

TOMORROW’S POLL
Do standardized tests

accurately reflect students’
abilities?

TTeellll  uuss  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk..
Register your answer at
www.news-register.net
(The results of this poll are not 

scientific and represent only the opinions of Internet
users who have chosen to participate.)

CONTACTUS
WRITE TO US:

Letters to the Editor
1500 Main St.
Wheeling, WV 26003
mmyer@theintelligencer.net

TALK TO US:
To offer feedback call 
304-233-0100 and ask for the 
editorial department. Readers 
can also comment at our Web 
site at www.news-register.net. 
Registration is required. 
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