
NASHVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — The prospect of
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
imminent presidential cam-
paign dropped like a gift
from the heavens at the
National Rifle Association’s
annual convention Friday.
A succession of potential

Republican presidential
rivals slung criticism and
cracked jokes about the
Democratic candidate-to-be,
and NRA leader Wayne
LaPierre, never given to
understatement, predicted
doom for the nation if she
should win.
“Hillary Rodham Clinton

will bring a permanent dark-
ness of deceit and despair
forced upon the American
people to endure,” LaPierre
said. The NRA executive
vice president and CEO
vowed that the powerful gun
lobby would “stand shoulder
to shoulder” to prevent her
from becoming the next
president.
Clinton plans to announce

her candidacy for the Demo-
cratic nomination on Sun-
day. Many speakers at the
NRA convention took the
opportunity to say some-
thing about it.
“Is this the ready-for-

Hillary gathering?” joked
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas.
Many in the capacity

crowd at the 4,000-seat
ballroom shouted back,
“No!”
Former Florida Gov. Jeb

Bush decried the “liberal,
progressive worldview of
Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton and Eric Holder, and
all of the other people who
want to take the guns out of
the hands of the good guys.”
Wisconsin Gov. Scott

Walker added Clinton’s
name to his criticism of the
president.
“People like Hillary Clin-

ton seem to think you meas-
ure success in government
by how many people are

dependent on the govern-
ment,” he said. “I think we
measure success by just the
opposite: by how many peo-
ple are no longer dependent
on the government.”

And Louisiana Gov.
Bobby Jindal drew laughter
when he said he expects
Clinton’s campaign slogan
won’t be “four more years.”
“The reality is the 2016

campaign is going to be
between elitism and pop-
ulism,” Jindal said. “Hillary
Clinton has already made it
clear she’ll be on the side of
elitism.”
Needling her comment

years ago that a “vast right-
wing conspiracy” was mak-
ing trouble for her husband,
President Bill Clinton, Jin-
dal called her “leader of the
vast left-wing conspiracy.”
Former Texas Gov. Rick

Perry didn’t name the for-
mer secretary of state but
criticized “our failed foreign
policy.”
Among the other 2016

GOP prospects addressing
the convention were Sen.
Marco Rubio of Florida,
Sen. Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina, former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huck-

abee and neurosurgeon Ben
Carson.
Most of the speakers criti-

cized Obama for failing to
recognize the dangers of
what they called “radical
Islamic terrorism,” the pres-
ident’s nuclear negotiations
with Iran and his administra-
tion’s gun-control efforts.
“The president has wield-

ed human tragedy in an
attempt to subvert our
rights,” said Rubio, who told
the crowd he would
announce his decision on a
presidential bid in Miami on
Monday. “The sins of the
evil do not justify restricting
the rights of the good.”
Among those not attend-

ing: New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie, who’s had a check-
ered relationship with the
gun-rights lobby and
received a C rating when he
ran for re-election in 2013.
None of the speakers at Fri-
day’s event had ratings
worse than A-minus.
Former vice presidential

candidate Sarah Palin and
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence
canceled appearances. Ken-
tucky Sen. Rand Paul, who
launched his presidential
campaign Tuesday, has a top
rating from the NRA, but
was campaigning in Iowa on
Friday.
Bush touted a 2005 law

he signed as Florida gover-
nor allowing people to use
deadly force when threat-
ened in public places. The
law received attention after
the shooting death of
Trayvon Martin in Sanford,
Florida, in 2012.
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CENTENNIAL, Colo. (AP) —
After nearly three months, the judge
in the Colorado theater shooting case
came one step closer Friday to find-
ing a jury for the death penalty trial,
as attorneys finished individually
questioning candidates about their
views on capital punishment and
mental illness.
Starting Monday, 115 prospective jurors

will return to court for a final round of ques-
tioning, this time as a group. From there, 12
jurors and 12 alternates will be seated for
the trial. Opening statements are scheduled
for April 27.

Judge Carlos A. Samour Jr. had
hoped to find 120 people who
could move on to the final phase
but said the process would continue
as planned.
James Holmes has pleaded not

guilty by reason of insanity to
killing 12 people and injuring 70
others in the July, 20, 2012, attack

on a Denver-area movie theater. If the
panel convicts him, it must then decide
whether to sentence him to death. If jurors
find he was insane at the time of the shoot-
ing, he would be committed indefinitely to
a state psychiatric hospital.

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A
year since a tense standoff
between a Nevada rancher’s
armed supporters and federal
land managers, Cliven
Bundy’s cattle still roam
public lands, more than $1.1
million worth of grazing fees
have yet to be paid and
Bundy has become a tea
party celebrity in the West.
How to mark the anniver-

sary? Have a party. Invite
people to camp, splash in the
Virgin River and barbecue
some home-grown Bundy
beef near the site of where
Bundy says he took consti-
tutional stand against federal
authority on state land.
“People are here to just

show their love, without the
high tension there was.
We’re celebrating freedom,”
family matriarch Carol
Bundy said Friday as
campers arrived in motor
homes and tents for a three-
day event on and around the
Bundy melon farm and cattle
ranch outside Bunkerville.
American flags and other

banners fluttered from poles
Friday at a site that became a
speakers’ platform during
the days before and after the
standoff last year. Volun-
teers were setting up chairs
and lighting below a high-
way bridge over the wide
flat river plain.
Cliven Bundy made the

80-mile trip to Las Vegas
to fetch 2,000 steak sand-
wich buns, and cases of

ketchup, bottled water and
other provisions.
“Wewant to make a state-

ment that we’re still here,
ranching on Nevada land,”
Bundy said by telephone
during the return trip. “The
federal government hasn’t
made any kind of moves.”
Bundy has unfinished

business with the federal
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment — and perhaps with
the FBI, Las Vegas police
and other agencies — fol-
lowing the April 12, 2014,
standoff.
It pitted federal BLM

police against heavily
armed states’ rights advo-
cates who had converged
on the Bundy ranch to stop
a roundup of Bundy cattle
from public rangeland.
The BLM backed off,

citing safety concerns. It
released the 380 cattle that
had been collected, gave up
the weeklong roundup and
lifted a closure of a vast
range half the size of the
state of Delaware.
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Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, speaks at the National Rifle Association convention Friday in
Nashville, Tenn.

GOP hopefuls give NRA
event an earful on Clinton

National Rifle Association
Executive Vice President
Wayne LaPierre speaks at
the National Rifle Associa-
tion convention Friday in
Nashville, Tenn.

Bundy plans camp-in
to celebrate standoff
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Rancher Cliven Bundy, left,
meets with supporters dur-
ing an event Friday in
Bunkerville, Nev.

Jury selection winding down in Holmes case

Holmes



“In the case of the cracker
plant if we get it or some other
large industrial complex like
DuPont, they have their own
internal fire crew, and the fee
in those cases needs to be
addressed. There are a number
of things that still need to be
worked through,” Couch said.
During Wednesday night’s

meeting, Wharton told the
board members they need to
make sure there is informa-
tion on how the calculation
for the fee is based to “fully
inform residents” on any peti-
tions that are circulated.
“We are working with the

sheriff’s department tax
office, the assessor, the pros-
ecutor and their staffs to
make sure this is handled in a
responsible and reasonable
way and that the public
understands what the reasons
are, and to make sure it’s han-
dled correctly,” Couch said.
The board was told

Wednesday night a July 1
deadline for implementation
of the fee was not feasible,
and that the board may need
to consider providing funding
for collection/notification of
the fee.
Officials said vacant/raw

land would not be included in
calculation of the fire fee.
State code prohibits the fee
being charged on federal
building or buildings used by
the federal government, but
nonprofits, such as schools
and churches, would be sub-
ject to the fire fee, fire board

members said.
Assessor Rich Shaffer,

who attended Wednesday
night’s board meeting, said
Thursday the process will not
require additional paperwork
or expense for his staff.

From his understanding,
Shaffer said, pole buildings,
barns, garages and similar
buildings, other than the main
residence/structure on the
property, would not be used
to calculate the fire fee.
“I know some people will

be upset over the additional
fee, but I think having these
fees will greatly offset the
negatives if some of the
departments had to close. The
fire insurance rates would
increase dramatically. All in
all it’s probably going to
save money and lives,” Shaf-
fer said. “I know no one likes
to pay additional fees, but
sometimes you have to.”
Sheriff’s tax officials rec-

ommended the fire service
board handle the collection of
the tax, which is how it’s han-
dled in other counties that
have the fire fee.
Wharton was asked to seek

an attorney general’s opinion
on the procedure for impos-
ing the fee. Wharton said an
opinion on the inquiry is
expected by May.
According to state code

once petitions with 10 per-
cent of the voters affected are
filed, public notice would be
published of the proposed
fee. Once the publication has
come out, there is a time limit
of 45 days during which 30

percent of the qualified voters
can then file a petition in
opposition. If the 30 percent
petitions are verified and
arrive within the deadline, the
issue can be placed on the
ballot for voters to decide.
In 2013, the volunteer fire

departments responded to
3,590 calls for service and
expended more than 31,000
volunteer man hours. “It costs
money to run a fire depart-
ment and provide this amount
of service to our communi-
ties,” said K.C. Linder, fire
board president.
“Those 10 departments’

total combined budgetary
needs are over 1 million dol-
lars annually; budgets range
up to $350,000 (depending
on call volume and jurisdic-
tional size and needs).
“Lack of permanent fund-

ing has led to fire stations in
disrepair, and 36 of the 55
fire apparatus in the county
are over 15 years old and in
need of replacement. Wood
County fire departments are
struggling to survive today,
and we need our citizens’
help and support to fix the
funding issue to ensure the
future of the fire service in
Wood County,” Linder said.
To properly equip, train

and insure one firefighter
costs $10,900, he said. To
properly equip, maintain, fuel
and insure one new fire appa-
ratus is $460,000.
To properly maintain,

ensure and provide for one
facility is $40,000 annually,
Linder said.
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“Now, Keep Your Prom-
ises has received reports
that medical monitoring
participants who followed
all the required, convolut-
ed steps of the process
have not had their costs
covered by the program.

Participants have received
bills for medical monitor-
ing procedures that were to
have been paid under the
program yet have been left
for the participants to pay.”
Brooks ended his letter

asking for more oversight.
“I am appealing to the

C8 Medical Panel today to

ask you to commence
oversight of this program
to ensure that members of
our community get the
medical monitoring pro-
gram that was promised to
them,” Brooks wrote. “Our
community members will
continue to suffer without
your oversight.”

PROMISES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A
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Marlow sworn in
Tyler D. Marlow, left, was sworn in as a new Wood County deputy sheriff during the Wood
County Commission meeting Thursday. Wood County Sheriff Ken Merritt shares advice
with Marlow after the new deputy took the oath of office. Commissioners Blair Couch and
Bob Tebay look on.

FEE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A



By PAMELA BRUST
pbrust@newsandsentinel.com

PARKERSBURG — The
number of abuse and neglect
cases is on the rise again and
many of the cases involve
addiction to drugs, alcohol
and domestic violence.
Wood County Assistant

Prosecutor Jodie Boylen has
been a prosecutor for 26
years and spent much of that
time working with child vic-
tims, prosecuting abuse and
neglect cases in the courts.
“I think we are getting

more cases these days
because of drugs. For this
year alone approximately 65
percent of the cases filed so
far involve addiction in the
home,” Boylen said. Heroin,
prescription drug abuse and
domestic violence dominate
many of the households
involved in the abuse, neg-
lect cases, Boylen said.
In 2008 there were 84

abuse, neglect cases filed in
Wood County. That number
went to a high of 182 in
2012. Last year there were
128 cases, but the number is
up to 47 for the first three
months of this year.
“We are seeing heroin use

by more people or addiction
to other drugs. I would say
heroin and prescription
drugs are the two areas we
see in the homes the most
where parenting skills fall
below acceptable levels,”
she said.
Boylen noted no one is the

perfect parent and no one is
trying to hold
parents/guardians to that
standard.
“The goal is the safety and

security of the child, prefer-
ably in their own home with
their own parents,” she said.
The 150 cases in 2011

and 182 in 2012 are attribut-
able, at least in part, to the
increase at that time in the
number of methampheta-
mine cases, Boylen said.
This year, 15 percent of the
abuse, neglect cases involve
domestic violence in the
homes, she said.
Sexual and physical vio-

lence to the child victims is
all too often involved.
There is a procedure

involving the filing of peti-
tions and court hearings in
abuse, neglect proceedings.
The cases come to the prose-
cutors’ attention generally by
way of police investigations
or reports from the Wood
County office of the West
Virginia Department of
Health and Human
Resources.
“If the department

believes the child is in immi-

nent danger if they remain in
the home, and there is reason
to believe the child’s physi-
cal welfare will be at risk,
they come to our office and
ask that a petition be filed to
have the child/children
removed,” Boylen said.
In other cases, Boylen

said, police may arrest par-
ents after drugs are found in
the home or in the case of a
meth lab, where parents may
be manufacturing or selling
drugs. “That is considered
abuse under state law as
well,” she noted.
In such a case, the officers

would remove the child or
children from the home and
they would be turned over to
DHHR.
Once the prosecutor’s

office files a petition with the
court, a time clock begins
ticking during which rulings
are made regarding removal
of the children. The DHHR
tries to find family members
willing to take the children or
they may be placed in a fos-
ter home temporarily if the
court finds the removal was
justified.

If the parents are coopera-
tive and willing to accept
services, an improvement
period may be ordered dur-
ing which the family may go
for counseling, mental health
or addiction services, she
said.
“The primary concern is

maintaining the safety of the
children.”
A mom and grandmother

herself, Boylen admits the
strain of her job sometimes
takes a toll. She said the
physical and sexual abuse
cases weigh heavy on her,
but she has also prosecuted
cases in which the child vic-
tim died.
She said her faith and an

ultimate belief that there is a
basic good in people help
her get through the days.
“Our new Child Advocacy

Center has been a help and
the CASA (Court-Appointed

Special Advocates) are very
helpful; they provide another
set of eyes in a case and pro-
vide their own report to the
judge. It’s helpful because
it’s from a party that is not
directly involved,” she said.
After the preliminary hear-

ing to determine if the
removal of the child was
merited, an adjudicatory
hearing is held for the court
to consider the merits of the
case and determine if there
was child abuse or neglect.
The court decides if serv-

ices are needed and may set
an improvement period; the
judge may order parenting
skills, addiction/rehabilita-
tion services, and monitoring
by the DHHR.
Boylen said in many of the

cases the parents will stipu-
late to the issues and admit
they have a problem, which
resulted in the abuse, neglect
of the child.
“The judges here are very

good about prioritizing these
cases and following up when
an improvement period is
given to make sure every-
thing was done,” she said.

“The supreme court has
emphasized the importance
of prioritizing these cases on
the dockets. The ultimate
goal is the safety and securi-
ty of the child. If they can be
placed back in their home
with their parents, that is
preferable, but if that can’t
happen, then we have to try
and find another safe place-
ment,” Boylen said.
Drug abuse by parents is

followed closely by domestic
violence in the homes of
many of the abuse, neglect
victims, Boylen said.
“We have a lot of domes-

tic violence cases that lead to
child abuse and neglect; it’s
very hard to see whether it’s
the man or the woman who is
the victim; trying to deal with
those issues, being the bat-
tered parent for a long period
of time they may have been
trying to save the family or
the marriage, so those are the
hard ones,” she said.
A service available to

those dealing with domestic
violence issues is the BIPS
(Batterers Intervention Pro-
gram) through the Mid-Ohio

Valley Day Report Center,
Boylen noted.
“We also have parenting

and adult lifeskills classes
available for them. Domestic
violence is a hard issue to
deal with; by the time outside
people find out what is going
on, it’s usually been going on
for a very long time inside

the house, and it’s a way of
life so it’s a matter of chang-
ing your whole way of think-
ing,” Boylen said.
“I think a lot of parents

don’t realize the impact the
violence between them is
actually having on the chil-
dren, even if they are not
directly being battered,” she

said.
The violence between the

parents often is perpetuated
by the children into the next
generation.
Boylen said the entire

community needs to be
involved in protecting the
children.
Recent changes in the law

will mean more people who
may witness or suspect
abuse and neglect will be
required to report it or face
misdemeanor charges.
“The identities of those

reporting are kept confiden-
tial,” Boylen said.
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Abuse, neglect cases on rise again
Legislative
changes on
reporting laws
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Wood County Assistant
Prosecutor Jodie Boylen
said the number of abuse
and neglect cases reached a
high in 2012 and is on the
rise again, with 47 cases
filed for the first three
months of this year.

“I think we are getting more cases these days
because of drugs. For this year alone approximately
65 percent of the cases filed so far involve addic-
tion in the home.”

Wood County Assistant Prosecutor Jodie Boylen



By AMANDA
NICHOLSON
Special to The News and Sentinel

MARIETTA — A north-
eastern Ohio man was sen-
tenced to 150 days in the
Washington County Jail and
three years of community
control in Washington Coun-
ty Common Pleas Court
Tuesday after pleading guilty
to illegal assembly or posses-
sion of chemicals for the
manufacture of drugs, a third-
degree felony.
Brian R. Mincks, 34, of

Girard, was arrested on May
15, 2014 in the Wide Imag-
ing MRI parking lot in Mari-
etta with Shauna Mincks, 32,
of Girard, for alleged illegal
manufacture of drugs, a sec-
ond-degree felony, and illegal
assembly or possession of
chemicals for the manufac-
ture of drugs, a third-degree
felony. The search of the
vehicle turned up chemicals
used in the manufacture of
methamphetamine, police
said.
Since his arrest, Mincks

has been attempting to turn
his life around, he said Tues-
day.
“I was in a bad spot in my

life and made wrong choices

that I regret, and I will feel
shameful for the rest of my
life,” he said. “I believe I’m
taking the right steps to right
my life.”
Mincks has been attending

the Health andWellness Cen-
ter in Parkersburg, using
L&P Services and attending
Alcoholics Anonymous and
Narcotics Anonymous meet-
ings.
Defense attorney Jay Ger-

ber said the only offenses his
client has are minor.
“The defendant’s history is

littered with traffic citations
and he had an OVI in 2005,”
said Gerber. “From 2005 to
2014, he had one speeding
ticket. I think this record
shows that he can follow the
rules and be a law-abiding
citizen. He’s undertaken his
own rehabilitation for drugs
and alcohol ... and voluntarily
sought drug treatment, which
I think he’ll (continue to) do
in the future regardless of his
sentencing. I request the court
impose a sentence of commu-
nity control.”
Judge Ed Lane agreed with

Gerber’s sentiment about
Mincks’ traffic record not
being severe, but called it
“extensive.”
As part of his plea deal,

Mincks forfeited his vehicle,
a 2005 Toyota Tacoma,
which was used in the assem-
bly of drugs.
“I ask that the court issue a

new title for the benefit of the
Marietta Police Department,”
said Assistant Prosecutor Ali-
son Cauthorn. “Since this is a
methamphetamine offense (I
also ask that) the defendant
not be permitted to purchase
Sudafed.”
Both motions were granted

by Lane.
Mincks’ attempt to get

help was impressive, the
judge said.
“Given the fact that you’ve

taken a multi-avenue
approach to treatment, I will
give you community control
and the supervision will be
for a period of five years,”
said Lane.
Mincks will serve his com-

munity control sentence in
Washington County, rather
than Girard.
Lane ordered Mincks to

the Washington County Jail
for 150 days, with the credit
of 45 days served, and
ordered a fine of $5,000.

Mincks sentenced
on meth charges
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Brian R. Mincks, 34, of Girard, Ohio, sits with attorney Jay Gerber Tuesday in Washington
County Common Pleas Court.

By GRETCHEN
RICHARDS
grichards@newsandsentinel.com

PARKERSBURG — A
four-vehicle accident at
Seventh Street and
Fairview Avenue sent two
people to the hospital Tues-
day afternoon.
The accident was called

in at 3:44 p.m. and blocked
traffic on part of Fairview
Avenue for some time, said
Sgt. W.J. Cox with the
Parkersburg Police Depart-
ment.
The accident happened

when the fourth-vehicle
back from the stoplight
failed to stop in time, caus-
ing a domino effect of dam-
age through the three vehi-
cles in front of it, Cox said.
Kathleen Morehead, 56,

of Parkersburg, was driving
her silver Mercedes C300
on Fairview Avenue as she
approached the intersection

with Seventh Street, said
Cox. Morehead allegedly
failed to stop her vehicle in
time and struck another
vehicle waiting on Fairview
Avenue for the traffic light.
Morehead’s vehicle sus-

tained damage to the front
described as “functional,”
and was able to be driven
from the scene, said Cox.
Morehead’s vehicle

struck a silver Volkswagen
Passat driven by Richard
Tennant, 61, of Parkers-
burg, Cox said. Tennant’s
mother, Nettie Tennant,
80, was a passenger in the
vehicle at the time of the
wreck.
Both Tennants were

taken to Camden Clark
Medical Center on Tuesday
afternoon by ambulance.
They were treated for

their injuries and released
on Tuesday evening, said
Tim Brunicardi, director of
marketing and public

affairs for the hospital.
The Tennants’ vehicle

sustained disabling damage
to the back and the front,
and had to be towed from
the scene, Cox said.
The domino effect con-

tinued, sending the Ten-
nants’ vehicle forward into
a white Toyota Rav4 driven
by Connie Price, 61, of
Ravenswood, Cox said.
Price’s vehicle sustained

rear and front damage
described as functional, and
was able to be driven from
the scene.
Price’s vehicle ultimately

struck a red Buick Verano
driven by Lois Gainer, 72,
of Parkersburg, said Cox.
Gainer’s vehicle sus-

tained minor rear-end dam-
age and was able to be driv-
en from the scene.
Morehead was issued a

citation for failure to main-
tain control at the scene of
the wreck, Cox said.

Four-vehicle wreck
sends two to hospital

WILLIAMSTOWN — The
Williamstown, Boaz and Waverly Lions
clubs, in conjunction with the Wood
County Solid Waste Authority, have
teamed to host a community cleanup Sat-
urday from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Fenton
Art Glass parking lot.
Event coordinators are accepting elec-

tronics, paint and tires at the cleanup.
The SWA is providing logistical sup-

port and financing for the proper dispos-
al and recycling of the collected items.
John Reed, authority director, said dis-

posal costs this year will be 8 cents a
pound for televisions plus the costs of
shipping supplies.
The West Virginia Department of

Environmental Protection program will
take the tires, which may be on their
rims, and will cover the disposal costs
for those items. The tires will be taken to

a recycling plant in Summersville,
W.Va.
Waste Management of Wood County

has constructed a cell at the local landfill
to collect paints, which are mixed at the
site with hardening materials to prevent
leaking at the landfill.
Neal Watson, president of the

Williamstown Lions Club, spearheaded
the community cleanup project.
Watson said the Lions Club wanted to

provide the area with a community proj-
ect that would benefit everyone. Volun-
teers from the three clubs will be present
on Saturday to assist in removing items
from vehicles.
Boy Scouts have volunteered to help

dispose of the items, direct traffic and
pass out informational brochures provid-
ed by the SWA. For more information
call the SWA at 304-424-1873.

Community cleanup, trash
disposal slated for Saturday



HOROSCOPE

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Your motivation is high.
Your enthusiastic desire to real-
ly go for it will produce fans.
The positive feedback you
receive will make you feel
eager to do even more.
TAURUS (April 20-May

20). Your mood will be better
when you make clean delin-
eations between the different
parts of your life. At work,
work. When not at work, shake
off the seriousness and have
fun with your “at home” per-
sona.
GEMINI (May 21-June

21). Be happy now. It may be
as simple as commanding your-
self to do it. Some days you are
more amenable to your own
suggestions than other days,
and this is one of them.
CANCER (June 22-July

22). In order to succeed at an
aim, you have to be in love with
not only the aim, but also the
process required to get to it.

Today’s information will get
you closer to understanding the
processes that you truly enjoy.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).

You’ve made some of your
dreams happen, and others did-
n’t work out — but that’s not
the point. Some dreams are
only good for getting you up,
out and into the flow of life.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.

22). You are great with details,
keeping people on track and
understanding what needs to be
done and the order in which it
would be best accomplished.
You’ll be paid well for apply-
ing these skills.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).

People who say that anything
can happen for those who are
unrelentingly positive have as
unrealistic a view of life as the
nihilists who think life is essen-
tially meaningless. Avoid both
groups as you embrace the
day’s range of emotions.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.

21). Profound statements will
be made in silence. It’s your
timing that will make the com-
munication understandable to
another person. You are espe-
cially adept at connecting with
Cancer and Pisces people.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-

Dec. 21).When you are moved
by an event or touched by beau-
ty, that’s your soul speaking up.
But it’s not the only way your
soul communicates. Today it
speaks through your curiosity
about a subject.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19). There’s an overall
sense that someone has to do
something about the situation.
The difference between you
and the others involved is that
you pretty much assume that
“someone” is you.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.

18). Your posture, body lan-
guage and clothing will send
the message that you command
respect even before you open
your mouth to talk. If you need-
ed a legitimate reason to go
shoe shopping, let this be it.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March

20). The faster you go the more
mistakes you are likely to
make. But going slow has
costs, too. Your success will
depend on a team of people
whose strengths and weakness-
es balance out.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

(April 14). You’ll gain sup-
portive relationships as you
pursue a new interest. It doesn’t
matter where you start on this
project; it just matters that you
do. Bad plans will lead to better
ones. A major purchase in May
will feel like a victory. Natural
environments light your fire in
July. Family will help you in
business in September. Aquar-
ius and Gemini people adore
you. Your lucky numbers are:
6, 40, 49, 22 and 18.

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

Astrology

SPARE KEY
VERSUS BATTERY
Dear Heloise: I read

your hint about carrying a
SPARE CAR KEY to
unlock a car door when an
expensive key fob stops
working. There is no need
for anyone to have to pay
$100 for a new key. Take
the key case apart, take out
the little battery, get the
number off it and go to a
jewelry department of a
superstore and buy a new

battery. The cost is less
than $10. I fixed the keys
to our two cars. — Jane
Roger, Fort Smith, Ark.
Many readers suggest-

ed checking the batteries.
However, the reader car-
ried a spare key because
she locked the keys in the
car. So, a new battery
would be of no help in
this case. — Heloise

Send a money-saving or
timesaving hint to
Heloise@Heloise.com.

Page 8A — Tuesday, April 14, 2015 Living

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band, “Rory,” and I both
come from close families.
Whenever something is
wrong, troublesome, etc.,
in either of our families, we
have meetings where the
entire immediate family
comes together to discuss
the issue.
The problem is, I am not

invited to his! It’s not like
I’m a recent addition to this
family. Rory and I dated
for 15 years before getting
married. My family started
inviting him to our meet-
ings after we had dated for
a year, including discus-
sions about my dad losing
his job, my brother’s stint
in rehab and more.
Rory’s family has had

lots of similar meetings,
but I am excluded because
I am not a blood relative.
Even when my husband
lost his job, I was not invit-
ed to attend. I was left sit-
ting out in the hallway with
the children and the
boyfriend of one of his
other siblings.
I am Rory’s WIFE.

Shouldn’t I be allowed in
on the family discussions
now that we’re married,
especially ones that center
on my husband? Am I
overreacting because I’m
so angry about this? How
can I overcome this exclu-
sion from his family? —
WANTS TO JOIN IN
DEAR WANTS TO

JOIN IN: You are not
overreacting. If you
haven’t done so already,
discuss this with your
husband. He is the one
who needs to make his
family understand you
are now a full-fledged
member of the clan. If
their line of thinking is
followed to its logical con-
clusion, then no man or
woman who marries in is
fully accepted. The tradi-
tion in Rory’s family cre-
ates division, and it isn’t
healthy.
DEAR ABBY: The sub-

ject is email, which is how
so many of us communi-
cate nowadays. When one
gets an email from a friend
or relative, it seems to me
only common courtesy in
most cases to acknowledge
it with a response, if only to
say thanks. The reply need
not be immediate, but there
should be one, I think.
Many people just don’t
reply. What do you think?
— TOM IN PALO ALTO
DEAR TOM: I think

some people may be too
busy to respond, particu-
larly if the communica-
tion doesn’t seem impor-
tant or contain a ques-
tion.

DEAR
ABBY

Advice

BRIDGE

HINTS FROM HELOISE

Wife left
out of
the loop

Specializing in all types of modern day non-surgical in 
office vein treatments.

A leading Endovenous Laser Treatment (EVLA) center in the U.S.
Over 50,000 vein procedures including over 15,000 endovenous 

laser ablations
Over 25 years combined experience in the evaluation and 
treatment of venous and lymphatic disease of the lower 

extremities.
All of our providers are Diplomats, certified by the American 

Board of Venous and Lymphatic Medicine.

& S A L E S

For Weddings & Events
* Tables & Chairs * Table Linens, Runners & 
Chair Covers * Wedding Canopies * Fine China 
& Glassware * Sequin & Burlap Backdrops 
* Table Decor * Dance Floors & Lighting

Assume you’re West,
defending against three
notrump, and that you can
see only dummy’s hand
and your own. Declarer
wins your spade lead with
the king, partner playing
the deuce, and returns a
club, which you win with
the king. What would you
play now?
Actually, there’s only

one right play — the ten of
diamonds! If you lead it,
South goes down; if you
don’t, South makes the
contract.
If declarer goes up with

the ace, you score three
diamond tricks and the A-
K of clubs. If declarer cov-
ers the ten with the jack,
East wins with the king
and returns the seven,
allowing you to force out
the ace. If declarer ducks
the ten, so does East, and a
low diamond continuation

(on which partner plays
the king regardless of what
declarer plays from
dummy) establishes the
two additional diamond
tricks you need to set the
contract.
Note, however, that if

you lead the six of dia-
monds at trick three, South
plays low from dummy
and makes four notrump.
How can you know that

the ten of diamonds is the
right play? Well, look at it
this way: After studying
dummy, you can count
eight tricks for declarer —
three spades, a diamond
and four clubs — and,
considering the bidding,
he is sure to have a ninth
trick somewhere in his
hand if you simply stand
pat and allow him to finish
establishing dummy’s
clubs.
Thus, if you make the

“safe” lead of the ten of
spades, you will uninten-
tionally, but surely, hand
South the contract.
Instead, you must attack
immediately to have any
chance of success, and
declarer’s only possible
weak spot is diamonds.
You therefore exploit this
possibility, hoping to find
partner with the king,
while at the same time
being careful to lead the
ten in case South has the
nine.
Tomorrow: A matter of

priorities.

VIENNA — The Ohio
Valley Rowing Club’s
reverse drawing fundraiser
March 27 at the Parkersburg
Country Club raised more
than $9,500 with over 100
people attending.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres

were served which included
baked salmon, fried shrimp
and carvings of roast beef and
turkey. A special sheet cake
was prepared by the chef at
the country club that was dec-
orated with the rowing club’s
logo and crossed oars.
Music was provided by

Steve Hussey and friends and
included as a guest drummer
Mark Purcell, who is the head
women’s crew coach for
Parkersburg High School.
The band kept the drawing
lively and played a few dance
songs after the drawing was
over, a rowing club official
said.

The $9,500 raised will
benefit the Ohio Valley Row-
ing Club and Big Red Crew.
Proceeds are going to pay off
the loan that was taken out to
purchase a new dock and
some equipment at the Park-
ersburg rowing club boat
house, club officials said.
Grant requests have been

written to raise money to
repair the boat house roof
from the damage caused by
the derecho more than two
years ago. Two requests have
been received and some of
the work completed.
The major roof damage

occurred to the northern end
of the building, which is
presently not being used.
However, to preserve the
building, at 2201 Keever St.,
the rowing club is working to
raise the rest of the money as
soon as possible, club offi-
cials said.

The Parkersburg High
School rowers have been
out on the water for the past
several weeks when the
water and weather condi-
tions have been favorable.
The adult rowers are

waiting for warmer and
drier weather and hope to
hit the water within a few
weeks, the rowing club
said.
This past year the rowing

club acquired an indoor
sculling machine, through
an internal fundraiser. It is
manufactured by the Coffey
Corp. and called the Coffey
SimulatOar.
The machine is designed

to help teach and train row-
ers using two oars as a per-
son would in a single, dou-
ble or quad shell.
More information can be

found at OhioValleyRow-
ingClub.com.

Reverse drawing raises
$9,500 for rowing club



“It still doesn’t prohibit
those types of establishments
in close proximity to a resi-
dence and that has happened
here in the past. In at least
one case the property owner
was having a lot of trouble
trying to sell their property
because of it,” Reed said. “A
lack of zoning could be a
problem.”
Local officials who went

on the North Dakota trip said
they were told most of the
calls for police came from
those types of establish-
ments.
While officials are pre-

dicting the Mid-Ohio Valley
may not see the larger num-
bers of oil and gas drilling
operations some neighboring
counties have encountered,
the area is already seeing a
strain on the need for tempo-
rary housing.
Williston was at the vortex

of the oil and gas drilling
while nearby Minot felt the
strain for housing, restau-
rants and other amenities.
North Dakota is the sec-

ond largest oil and gas pro-
ducer in the country.
Minot saw its population

grow from about 40,888 in
the 2010 census to more
than 46,321. The population
is now around 50,000.
Parkersburg’s population

during that same time period
went from 31,492 to
31,186. Williston saw its
population more than triple
in about five years.
Reed said he investigated

complaints here about over-
crowded living conditions.
“There was a mobile

home park, they had an
apartment and had divided it
up into rooms and were rent-
ing them to oil and gas work-
ers. They got around the law
by claiming it was a board-
ing house rather than an
apartment and the county has
no regulations on that. The
fire marshal was notified, he
went up there and inspected
but found no violations of
fire regulations. There were
seven people living in a sin-
gle unit apartment,” Reed
said.
“Based on the calls I

received, it seems like the
biggest program is not neces-
sarily a housing shortage, but
short-term rental units, in
most of the cases they won’t
be here at one time, they will
be coming in as needed for
the jobs then leaving. They
won’t all be here at one time.
But we will need rental units,
these workers make a good
wage, and get some housing
allowance, the trouble is
finding what they are look-

ing for,” Reed said. “There
will be demand for efficien-
cy-style rentals, a need for
that.”
Reed said campgrounds

still seem to be an issue and
will also need to be
addressed.
“The campgrounds could

go anyplace they want to,
even in a floodplain; we had
a request to place 50-100
campers in a floodzone.With
the present county ordinance,
we can only require they all
be licensed. In the event of
high water, they could be
transported out. The question
is if utilities have to be dis-
connected quickly who is
going to cap those, and if you
don’t the floodwater will be
backing up into adjoining
homes’ toilets,” Reed noted.
Proposals for changing

regulations or implementing
new ones would come
through the county planning
commission.
The recommendations go

to the county commission,
public hearings would be
held and the county commis-
sion is the entity that has to
adopt the change in order for
it to be implemented.
“I would suggest all the

agencies get together, the
county, public service dis-
tricts, health department, and
look at any deficiencies and
come up with a universal set
of guidelines, codes that
would still allow the camp-
grounds but in a safe, healthy
way, that’s what is needed.
You want to provide the
space, just want to do it prop-
erly,” Reed said.
Officials said a key to any

regulations will be enforce-
ment and the manpower to
get that done.
“Trailer parks are defiant-

ly an issue. Right now you
have three mobile homes and
you don’t have to apply for
any licensure, they can up to
three in on the lot and be
totally unregulated,” Reed
said.
Reed said he had inquiries

from rural residents about
renting space out for trailers,
mobile homes.
“Officials in North Dakota

has some regulations; they
recommended to get them in
force because if you have to
go back, it’s difficult because
of the grandfather clauses,”
he said.
Elizabeth Green, director

of environmental health with
the health department, said in
many cases people just don’t
realize they need to come to
the health department to get
information before they start.
“The regulations apply to

sewage systems and sewage
treatment systems,” she said.
Green said as of Decem-

ber, Wood County had 20
campgrounds.
“Ritchie County has dou-

bled their number of camp-
grounds, probably over the
last two years due to the oil
and gas industry,” she said.
“Campground water sys-

tems are subject to contami-
nation from the use of
improper water hose connec-
tions, water spigots located
in pits and other unapproved
plumbing practices. In order
to protect the water supplies
and keep the drinking water
safe within campgrounds
located in the Mid-Ohio Val-
ley Health Department
region there are requirements
that must be met when con-
structing each campsite
water supply. Drawings and
specification for the pro-
posed campsite water supply
design must be included with
the campground plan
review,” Green said.
When asked if she

believes existing regulations
and current staff will be ade-
quate to handle these situa-
tions if there is a large influx
of temporary housing needs,
Green said: “I feel we cur-
rently have adequate staff
however, if we see a 100
percent increase in the num-
ber of these types of facili-
ties, as we have in one of our
outlying counties, we may
need to hire additional staff.
My feeling is that the current
regulations in place are ade-
quate.”
Green said the biggest

issue her staff is seeing in the
region right now is facilities
being constructed prior to
approval of the health
department.
“The owner or operator is

to submit plans and specifi-
cations for the review and
approval at least 45 days
before construction, remod-
eling or conversion is begun.
There have been numerous

occasions where construc-
tion was begun prior to con-
tacting the health depart-
ment. These facilities have
had to make changes to meet
the current regulations, creat-
ing an additional expense to
the operator or owner,”
Green said.
With regard to the estab-

lishment and or maintenance
of campgrounds placement
of recreational vehicles and
campers, Green said the
department is granted such
authority under state code
and West Virginia Division
of Health General Sanitation
Rules which include camp-
grounds and labor camps as
well as other various types of
lodging facilities.
“The sewage requirements

for these campgrounds are
based on the sewage treat-
ment systems rule for those
proposed facilities without
access to public sewer,” she
said.

Fred Rader with the Mid-
Ohio Valley Regional Coun-
cil also went on the North

Dakota trip.
“I think Minot, which is

more the size of Parkersburg
is more along the lines of
what we may see,” Rader
said, noting Williston was
more at the epicenter for the
drilling.
Rader said North Dakota

officials emphasized the
need to review regulations in
advance.
“The cities of Parkersburg

and Vienna have zoning and
building codes, but they will
probably still need to review
them to see what is permit-
ted, especially relating to
RVs (recreational vehicles),
and mobile homes. Clearly
the county doesn’t have
those codes and they need to
consider whether they want
to do that,” Rader said. Tra-
ditionally the populace here
has been opposed to land use
regulations in the rural
areas. “But this is a situation
if we act in time we can pro-
tect property values,” he
said.
“Right now someone

could put an RV park or tent
center right next to a really
nice subdivision out in the
county. I don’t think they
want to overregulate, but it
appears Minot and Williston
had some regulations but
they needed updating to
address specific issues, par-
ticularly around what ends
up being temporary hous-
ing,” Rader said.
The possible location for a

proposed Cracker plant is in
the Washington Bottom area
of the county. Project
A.S.C.E.N.T., Appalachian
Shale Cracker Enterprise, a
multibillion-dollar petro-
chemical complex, was
unveiled in 2013 by West
Virginia Gov. Earl Ray
Tomblin and officials from
Brazil-based Odebrecht. The
proposed project could cre-
ate thousands of jobs during
construction and more mov-
ing forward, including sup-
porting and related business-
es that may open up.
On his return from the

North Dakota trip, Tebay
said local officials learned
valuable lessons from their
trip to North Dakota.
“They weren’t prepared

for some of the problems
they would be facing, and
didn’t have the regulations to
address those issues,” he
said.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A “I would suggest all the agencies get together, the county, public
service districts, health department, and look at any deficiencies
and come up with a universal set of guidelines, codes that would still
allow the campgrounds but in a safe, healthy way, that’s what is
needed. You want to provide the space, just want to do it properly.”

John Reed, former Wood County compliance officer



WILLIAMSTOWN —
The Board of Directors of
Williamstown Bank has
announced the promotion of
three offi-
cers.
Sharon K.

Anderson has
been promot-
ed to senior
vice presi-
dent. She has
been with the
bank since
2002, serv-
ing in many
capacities,
including
balancing
clerk, assis-
tant office
manager in
Parkersburg,
assistant vice
president and
bank security
officer and
most recently
as vice presi-
dent-opera-
tions. Ander-
son is responsible for sever-
al operational areas, includ-
ing budgeting, the bank
investment portfolio, over-
sight of deposit and teller
operations, daily balancing

and support, product devel-
opment and implementa-
tion, marketing and main-
taining the bank’s online
presence.
Anderson is a member of

the Wood County Rotary,
the Chamber of Commerce
of the Mid-Ohio Valley
Government Relations
Committee, is on the Sev-
enth Street UMC Pastor
parish committee and the
Vienna Elementary School
PTA. She is a member of
the Community Bankers of
West Virginia Leadership
Group and the West Vir-
ginia Bankers Education
Committee.
She is a 2012 graduate of

the Graduate School of
Banking at Louisiana State
University.
Kelly W. Allen is the new

vice president-risk manage-
ment, audit and compliance.
Allen is a veteran of 24
years with the bank.

She has held many part-
time and full-time positions
within the bank, including
teller, loan clerk, credit ana-
lyst and since 2009 auditor
and compliance officer. She
will be responsible for all
audit and compliance func-
tions, including coordinat-
ing with external auditors
and banking examiners and
ensuring the bank complies
with consumer and banking
regulations and the report-
ing requirements of each.
Allen will coordinate risk

management efforts within
the bank, including fraud
loss mitigation for cus-
tomers and bank secrecy act
requirements.
She is a member of the

Chamber of Commerce of
the Mid-Ohio Valley, the
Williamstown Kiwanis
Club and the Partners in
Education Committee with
Williamstown Elementary
School.

Melissa A. Morrison is
assistant vice president. She
has been with
Williamstown Bank since
2000 and has several years
experience with audit and
compliance and customer
service in deposits and
lending through her most
recent position as assistant
manager of the Parkersburg
office.
In her new role, Morrison

will support employees in
the Parkersburg office and
customers with loan and
deposit needs.
She is active with the

Children’s Home Society
in Parkersburg,
Williamstown Relay for
Life and the Partners in
Education Committee with

Williamstown Elementary.
“The bank is happy to

acknowledge the talents of
these dedicated officers,”
E.K. Sleeth, president and
CEO, said. “We are fortu-
nate to have the experience
of these longtime members

of our team to assume these
additional responsibilities
into the future.”
Williamstown Bank is a

$150 million community
bank with offices in
Williamstown and Parkers-
burg.
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2107 Pike Street, Parkersburg • 304-916-1830

FREE DELIVERY
Est 1945 Any $10 purchase

20% 
OFF

Expires 4-30-15
Half Off 16” Large Cut Tray!

Organizers said if the
times of tournaments on the
same day stagger, it’s possi-
ble for players to play in
more than one tournament a
day.
There is no age restric-

tions to play.
There is a $25 entry for

each contestant. For dou-
bles, the entry fee is $50.
Organizers said 50 per-

cent of fees will go to the
stadium (determined by
physical location of busi-
ness) and 50 percent of fees
paid to 1st place winners.
There will be a minimum of
four teams to play doubles.
The winners of the vari-

ous tournaments in a partic-
ular area will meet for a
tournament at the individual
stadiums and determine an
area’s winner. Winners can
play in more than one tour-
nament but can only win
one championship.

The winners of these

three tournaments (which
have to be played on three
different dates) will meet
on a designated date in
August to determine the
county champion, organiz-
ers said.
McPherson has created

some suggested rules which
could result in additional
money being raised.
These include cursing

will cost $1 per word;
skunked rule where the
loser pays $20 for a 21-0
score; smashing raw egg on
someone’s head costs $5
per egg; cursing if egg is
smashed on head costs $2
per word; if all four throws
miss board or don’t stay on
board can cost $2; not
shaking hands after the
game with opponent can
cost $5; overhand throws
cost $2; if player completes
round of throws and makes
all four will result in $10
being paid by business
sponsor; cry baby or sore
loser costs $5 and spitting

at opponent can cost $5.
‘‘All money is donated to

the stadiums,’’ McPherson
said. ‘‘We want people to
remember to keep this fun
and help raise money for the
kids.’’
McPherson said play will

follow National Corn Hole
Tournament rules, but
things will not be so strin-
gent and no one will be
standing over players to
make sure they follow every
nuance of the rules.
‘‘We want people just to

have fun and be able to
enjoy themselves,’’ he said.
‘‘We just want people to
come out to help the stadi-
ums.’’
For more information on

setting up a tournament or
getting involved, contact
Chad Graham at 304-485-
3535; Steve Eddy at 304-
375-6000; Dan McPherson
at 304-485-5477; Mike
Habeb at 304-863-0320; or
Jeff Givens at 304-482-
8503.

TOURNEY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

“The bank is happy to acknowl-
edge the talents of these dedicat-
ed officers.”

E.K. Sleeth
president and CEO

Williamstown Bank promotes 3

Allen

Anderson

Morrison
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