
2014
West Virginia Press Association
Advertising Contest



Below are directions for preparing and submitting entries. If you have questions, please contact the WVPA at 304-353-1161, or 
ads@wvpress.org.

IMPORTANT: BetterBNC is optimized for Firefox for PC and Macintosh. Please have a recent version downloaded and installed for the 
best contest experience.

The deadline for all entries is March 28, 2014.

1. Log In
 a.  Go to www.betterbnc.com.
 b.  Click contestant login (upper left) or the appropriate Contestant Login button on the right side of the page.
 c.  Select the appropriate contestant type:
  i. If you are the single point of contact for your organization, select Contestant Manager. NOTE: Once you have 
  submitted 2 entries, you will be receive an email validating your Contestant Manager account, enabling you to 
  create Authorized Entrant accounts to make entries on behalf of your organization.
  ii.  If you have received an email authorizing you to submit entries for your organization, select Authorized Entrant.
  iii.  If you are an individual submitting your own entries (including non-members and freelancers), select Open Call,  
  then enter your email and password. If you haven’t yet created an Open Call account, follow the on-screen instructions.
 d.  Contestant Manager and Authorized Entrant only:
  i.  Select the appropriate Contest.
  ii.  Select the appropriate News Organization.
  iii.  (Authorized Entrant only) Enter your email address.
  iv.��(QWHU�\RXU�WHPSRUDU\�3DVVZRUG��EQF��ORZHU�FDVH���DQG�FOLFN�/RJLQ��:KHQ�\RX�¿UVW�ORJ�LQ��WKH�V\VWHP�ZLOO�SURPSW��
        you to create a secure password and enter your contact information.
2.  Submit Entries
 a.  On the Manage Entries page, click Submit Entry (left side).
 b.  Select the appropriate Division (grouping of categories).
 c.  Select the appropriate Category.
 d.  (If applicable) Read the corresponding Category Note (directly below the Category selection box), describing the category’s 
      requirements.
 e.��&RPSOHWH�WKH�+HDGOLQH�7LWOH�¿HOG�
 f.  Add entry content (may vary by category):
  i. �7R�XSORDG�GLJLWDO�¿OH�DWWDFKPHQWV��RWKHU�WKDQ�DXGLR�YLGHR���FOLFN�%URZVH��QDYLJDWH�WR�WKH�GHVLUHG�¿OH��DQG�VHOHFW��
� � 2SHQ��$OORZHG�¿OH�W\SHV�DUH�3')��'2&��7;7��-3*��*,)��DQG�31*��,I�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�DWWDFKPHQW�LV�GHVLUHG�IRU�WKLV��
  entry, click Attach More and repeat these steps. If you reach a point where you cannot add any more attachments to 
� � DQ�HQWU\��\RX�PD\�KDYH�UHDFKHG�WKH�DWWDFKPHQWV�OLPLW�VHW�E\�\RXU�FRQWHVW�DGPLQLVWUDWRU��3OHDVH�WU\�WR�NHHS�¿OH�VL]HV�
� � XQGHU��0%��WR�DLG�MXGJHV�LQ�DFFHVVLQJ�HQWU\�FRQWHQW��)RU�ODUJHU�¿OHV��EHWZHHQ�����PE���\RX�PD\�XSORDG�\RXU�¿OH�V��WR�
  a 3rd-party website such as www.issuu.com, and copy and paste the hosted item’s web address into the Website 
� � 85/�¿HOG�
  ii.��7R�DGG�ZHE�DXGLR�YLGHR�FRQWHQW��FRS\�DQG�SDVWH�WKH�FRQWHQW¶V�ZHE�DGGUHVV�LQWR�WKH�SURYLGHG�:HEVLWH�85/�¿HOG��
  To host your content online, either upload it to a free streaming content website (e.g. YouTube) or talk to your IT 
  person about adding it to your paper’s website. Make sure the content will be accessible online throughout the con-
  test and awards process. Here are some examples of free streaming content websites where you can upload audio 
  and video content:
  Audio: www.kiwi6.com, www.tindeck.com
  Video: www.youtube.com, www.vimeo.com
IMPORTANT: Please ensure that items are not behind a paywall or a password-protected area. If they are, you must provide username/pass-

word info in the Comments section of your entry. Judges may disqualify your entry if work samples are inaccessible.

  iii.  To create an entry for a mail-in, hardcopy-only category (e.g. tearsheets), DO NOT UPLOAD A FILE OR ADD 
� � :(%6,7(�85/�&217(17��6LPSO\�FRPSOHWH�DOO�RWKHU�FRQWHQW�¿HOGV�
 g.  Add Credits for each person responsible for the entry content.
 h.  Add Comments (if available), but keep them brief (e.g. 100 words).
 i.  Click Submit.
 j.  For hardcopy/mail-in entry categories, print and attach the entry label (which automatically appears after each entry is 
 submitted) to each hardcopy item and follow contest shipping instructions (contact the contest administrator for more info).

3. Pay for Entries
 a.  When all entries are submitted (but before the Entry Deadline), log in to your account’s Manage Entries page.
 b.  Click Calculate Entry Fee (middle right) and review your list of entries for accuracy.
 c.  Scroll to the bottom of the list for your Entry Fee Subtotal (lower right).
 d.  Make your check payable to WV Press Association.
 e.  (Optional) Click the Print icon (upper right) to print your list of entries and fees.

Contest Instructions



1.  Only newspapers that are members in good standing of the West Virginia Press Association may enter.

2.  Deadline for entries is March 28, 2014.  Awards will be presented Aug. 8, 2014 at Canaan Valley 
Resort in Davis, WV. 

3.  Newspapers must compete in the judging against others in their circulation division:

    Division I:  Dailies 16,001 and over
    Division II:  Dailies 16,000 and under
    Division III: Weeklies 4,001 and over
    Division IV: Weeklies under 4,000

���&LUFXODWLRQ�GLYLVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�GDLO\�FLUFXODWLRQ�QXPEHU�XVHG�ZKHQ�FDOFXODWLQJ�:93$�DQQXDO�
dues. Dailies must compete with dailies and weeklies must compete with weeklies. Newspapers can 
opt to enter a larger circulation division. All of a newspaper’s entries, in both advertising and editorial, 
must be entered into the same circulation division.

���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�PRUQLQJ�DQG�DIWHUQRRQ�QHZVSDSHUV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FLW\�DQG�XQGHU�FRPPRQ�RZQHUVKLS�RU�
in joint operating agreements, combined circulation determines the division and the advertising entries 
are considered the product of both newspapers. Note: All of a newspaper’s entries, in both advertising 
and editorial, must be entered into the same circulation division.

4.  Fee:  $6 per entry; must accompany entry. Limit on entries:  seven (7) for any one category.

5.  Awards will be made for First, Second and Third place in each of the 17 contest categories.  
Newspapers may enter any or all of the 17 categories listed.  The Overall Advertising Excellence Awards 
will be made on the basis of points earned in the 17 basic categories, with a First Place worth three 
points; second, two; and third, one.

����&RQWHVW�3HULRG���0DWHULDO�SXEOLVKHG�IURP�-DQ����������WKURXJK�'HF�����������

7.  The complete competition shall be under the supervision of the West Virginia Press Association and 
DOO�GHFLVLRQV�E\�WKH�MXGJHV�VKDOO�EH�¿QDO���$OO�ULJKWV�DQG�SULYLOHJHV�RI�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�FDQFHO-
lation, shall be retained by the West Virginia Press Association’s Board of Directors.

8.  Except for individual advertisements included in the categories of Best Special Section, Best Theme 
3DJH�V���%HVW�&ODVVL¿HG�6HFWLRQ�DQG�%HVW�1HZVSDSHU�3URPRWLRQDO�&DPSDLJQ��LQGLYLGXDO�HQWULHV�PD\�
be made in only one category each.

9.  All entries must be the original work of an employee of the eligible newspaper-except for “Best Agency 
Ad.”

Rules



1. BEST SMALL  AD CAMPAIGN:  A series of two or more advertisements each less than a half-page 
in size for the same company, product or service, based on a common theme.

2. BEST SPECIAL SECTION: Any special section, series of sections in a single issue or series of pages 
in a regular issue devoted to a particular topic--with or without editorial content.  Note:  Progress Editions 
may be entered ONLY in their own category; not in Best Special Section.

3. BEST SINGLE AD, BLACK & WHITE:  Two size groups: 1/4 page or less; over 1/4 page.

4. BEST SPOT COLOR AD:  Also two size groups; 1/2 page or less; over 1/2 page.  Any single adver-
tisement using one or two spot colors in either of the size groups.  Shall be judged on overall ad quality 
and the effective use of color.

5. BEST PROCESS COLOR AD:  Also two size groups; 1/2 page or less; over 1/2 page.  Any single 
advertisement using process colors in either of the size groups.  Shall be judged on overall ad quality 
and the effective use of color. 

6. BEST THEME PAGE(S)-CLASSIFIED:��$Q\�FODVVL¿HG�DGYHUWLVLQJ�SDJH�RU�VHULHV�RI�SDJHV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�
issue not constituting a special section and based on a common theme.

7. BEST THEME PAGE(S)-RETAIL:  Any page or pages (consecutive pages from the same issue) 
containing ROP Display ads not constituting a special section and based on a common theme.

8. BEST HOUSE AD:  Any single ad promoting advertising, readership or circulation.

9. BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN:  Submit tearsheets, promotional pieces, surveys 
or any other materials both in-house and outside the newspaper used to promote YOUR NEWSPAPER.  
A letter explaining the campaign and results MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH ENTRY.  (Attach all devices 
to mounting sheet, if possible; otherwise, clearly label.)

10. BEST AGENCY AD:  Any single advertisement prepared by an advertising agency.

11. BEST CLASSIFIED DISPLAY AD:  ,Q�WKLV�FDWHJRU\��21/<�&ODVVL¿HG�'LVSOD\�DGV�PD\�FRPSHWH�

12. BEST CLASSIFIED SECTION: �$�VHFWLRQ�RI�RQH�RU�PRUH�SDJHV�FRQWDLQLQJ�FODVVL¿HG�OLQH�DQG�GLVSOD\�
ads.  Entry MUST be an issue published during the week of May 14-20, 2013.

13. BEST PROGRESS EDITION: This is the ONLY category for special sections/editions devoted to 
³SURJUHVV´�DV�EURDGO\�GH¿QHG�

14. BEST SPECIAL SECTION-SPORTS: This is the only category in which special sections on sports 
(competitive, outdoor, etc.) may be entered.

15. BEST RECRUITMENT AD:��'LVSOD\�RU�FODVVL¿HG�GLVSOD\�DGV�PD\�EH�VXEPLWWHG�

16. BEST WEBSITE AD:  Online advertising including banners and sky scrappers.  All newspapers will 
compete together.  There will be no circulation divisions.  This category will not count toward points for 
general excellence

17. BEST POLITICAL  AD: �'LVSOD\�RU�FODVVL¿HG�GLVSOD\�DGV�PD\�EH�VXEPLWWHG�

Categories



    The overall appearance, typography, design, copy writing quality, use and appropriateness of illus-
trations (including photos, graphics, artwork) shall be considered in all categories.  Creativeness and 
originality will be given particular consideration.  All entries will be judged in comparison only with other 
entries in the same category and the same circulation division.  In the categories of Best Special Sec-
WLRQ�DQG�%HVW�7KHPH�3DJH�&ODVVL¿HG��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VHSDUDWH�DGV�DQG�WKH�WRWDO�YROXPH�RI�DGYHUWLVLQJ�
shall be additional criteria. 

���)DLOXUH�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�UXOHV�RI�WKH�FRQWHVW�VKDOO�UHVXOW�LQ�DXWRPDWLF�GLVTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�RI�HQWULHV��ZLWK-
out entry fee refund.

Judging Criteria



Deadline to 
Submit Entries:
March 28, 2014

2014 Annual 
Convention:

August 7-9, 2014


